
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Love, Lies & Lemon Pies by Katy Cannon 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Aimee Sweet, age 13 

It’s been a year of despair for Lottie. A 

year of distraught. She can’t tell anyone 

why, but a lot of people know that her 

Dad died. So when the Head of Year 

called her in and suggests that she 

should join Bake Club, she agrees 

because when her grades are slipping 

and her head is all bright colours, it’s 

hard to keep it secret. 

Lottie’s always known Mac. I mean, it’s 

not like you can’t notice him. Mac’s the 

bad sort of teenager who writes stuff on 

toilet walls and blows up the science 

department, but everyone knows him 

for just that. Everyone knows Lottie 

because her Dad’s died. And just that. 

This bonded Lottie and Mac together, 

but how long can Lottie last before 

exploding with her secret? And will all 

the strings break when the day of the 

Bake Off arrives?  

I really like this book, as it caught my eye from the very start. The 

recipes inside are great, and the romance between Mac and Lottie is 

both frustrating and lovely to read! I love both characters like I wrote 

them myself, and I really praise Cannon for doing that. For me, Jasper (with his 

dyed black hair and big eyes) is my favourite character, but there are so many 

characters that are good it’s had to pick. The age range is 13+ for girls, and the 

publisher is Stripes. I rate it a four star.  

   



 

 

   

Juliana Christianson, age 14 

‘Love, Lies & Lemon Pies’ by Katy Cannon, is a lovely teen novel that mixed 

some of my favourite things, romance, baking and Paris. The storyline 

goes as follows: Lottie recently lost her Dad and joins Bake Club to get the 

teachers off her back, Mac is the bad boy of the school and Bake Club is his last 

chance before being expelled. When they are partnered at Bake Club a romance 

blossoms and rivalries grow. It's the ultimate story of fierce competition 

and following your dreams. 

This book reinvested my faith in hopes and dreams and reminded me that if you 

push for something you can achieve it. I would definitely recommend this book 

to anyone my age or older who knows the pressures of exams, friends and home 

life! Thank you Kate Cannon for an amazing read and please write a sequel! I 

need to learn about the next chapter of their lives. 

 

Jodi Coffman, age 12 

I really enjoyed this book and could not put it down.  The recipes at 

the beginning of each chapter were a novel idea and the storyline 

was original.  Highly recommended!  

The book is about Lottie who is having a hard time after her Dad dies.  She is 

struggling at school and has few friends.  Her teacher wants to call her Mum 

but Lottie wants to protect her Mum who is depressed and hoarding stuff they 

don't need.  Instead Lottie agrees to join a bake club which the teacher thinks 

may help.  She meets Mac who is a rebel and also has issues at home and their 

tempestuous and fiery relationship evolves. 

 

Amrit Bunet, age 15 

‘Love, Lies & Lemon Pies’ is a girly, touching and cute story of Lottie who 

falls in love with a boy she never dreamed of liking whilst baking 

delicious treats, from cheescakes to pecan loafs.  

‘Love, Lies and Lemon Pies’ is the story of Lottie trying to recover from her dad's 

death joining the Bake Club but admist the smells of blueberry muffins and 

cakes in the oven she falls in love with the troublesome Mac.  

Cannon has carefully written this book to exhibit this romantic teen story in the 

style of a cook book with delicious recipes making your tummy rumble with 



 

 

every page turned.  

Although this story can drag on and be slightly boring at times, this girly story 

will make you smile. 

 

Morgan Steigmann, age 14 

After Lottie and Matt meet at Bake Club for very different reasons, their lives 

take a turn for the better. Hiding their deepest secrets from the rest of the school 

is easy at first, when the Bake Club and its many recipes starts off as only a 

hobby, but with an apprenticeship in Paris and the Bake Off title up for grabs, 

friendships are challenged, and those very secrets are spilt. Can love blossom 

when their worlds are crumbling? Or will romance not survive the competitive 

Bake Club environment? 

This stunning debut novel is a heart-warming read; one you’ll want 

to go back to it again and again. With amazing, easy recipes at the start of 

every chapter, the way the unusual topic of baking is so naturally integrated 

into a Young Adult novel is surely a hint at Katy Cannon’s success to come?  

I found myself easily drawn towards the characters and their sometimes topsy-

turvy lives, eagerly anticipating the chapter we find out Lottie’s secret. With 

every new recipe you get to know Lottie, Mac and all the others from the Bake 

Club better and better, with the story becoming more intriguing as it moved 

forward and the plot unfurled. An easy read overall, I particularly enjoyed 

Lottie’s truthful yet poignant narrative, with her blunt tone making me want to 

both laugh and cry. This book is sure to remain a firm favourite with 

every reader- boys and girls, young and old alike. 

 

Lucy, age 15  

A relaxing book to read.  

Although this book was enjoyable I think that it is not representative of real life 

in a school. However I still think that it is a good story with appealing 

characters. You could tell what would happen from the beginning in terms of 

the characters' relationships. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sarah Murray, age 15 

This is a perfect light beach read. I highly recommend this book to 

anyone wanting a lighthearted read.  

I loved this book! It was so cool the way every chapter began with a different 

recipe- I have tried a couple of the recipes out and they were delicious! 

I think all the characters are very relatable and the romance is believable. I 

found Lottie and Mac's relationship refreshing as it was based on friendship. 

 

Imogen Breaks, age 11 

Katy Cannon's first novel which is a recipe for romance. ‘Love Lies & 

Lemon Pies’ will not disappoint, I'm on my third helping of it in 48 

hrs!  

This book is amazing, talk about love in the kitchen!  After Lottie's Dad dies her 

Mum begins to hoard all kinds of things so she can't go anywhere in the house 

without a tower of pizza boxes falling on her or a landslide of magazines.The 

teachers at school are worried that Lottie doesn't take part in activities, so she 

decides to join Bake Club. Mac the bad boy in the school destroyed the DT 

classroom and is given one chance before being kicked out of school; Bake 

Club...Will Lottie be able to tell her friends about home without the social 

services knowing? Or will Mac have something to do with it? I would definitely 

recommend this to 11 years and over! To really, really, really enjoy this book 

you would have to have an alert brain to keep up with all the drama!! I read it 

twice within 48 hours and now reading it for the third time! 

 

Maddy faulkner, age 12 

This book is heartfelt and interesting. The plot line is funny and the 

characters in the book are witty and lovable. Throughout the book you 

learn all about them and their life story.  

It starts with 16 year old Lottie who lives with her eccentric mother. When her 

teacher suggests that she joins an extra-curricular activity she chooses the bake 

club and Lottie agrees, but only because she doesn’t want any of her teachers to 

find out about her house which is slowly filling up with junk that her mum keeps 

bringing home from the charity shop… At the bake club Lottie gets partnered 

with Mac, a boy renowned for getting into trouble. Lottie and Mac then work 

together and the bake group are entered into a competition and have to work 



 

 

together to succeed. But will their efforts be repaid by a trophy and will Lottie’s 

and Mac’s friendship become anything more? 

This book is an incredible story of friendship, tears, lies and cake! 

I will be looking out for some more books from this author. 

 

Alice D'Angelo, age 15 

Lottie chose Bake Club as a chance to show the head teacher that she is coping; 

anything to stop the school from prying into her home. It’s also a place where 

she can forget the mess and try and find some order. 

Mac was given Bake Club as a last chance to stay at school, and knows nothing 

about baking; he even used raw cake mixture as buttercream, but when he is 

partnered with Lottie, they form a strong team.  

Bake Club becomes a place to escape problems, and soon it forms a close knit 

group of friends. Mac and Lottie become especially close, and she becomes a 

person he can confide in and trust when things at home seem too much. But 

when Lottie can’t return the trust and it seems like everyone is keeping secrets, 

will it threaten the harmony that the baking has created? 

Each chapter begins with a recipe and follows with hopes and dreams, and 

sometimes disasters. I adored reading ‘Love, Lies and Lemon Pies’; with 

its blend of warmth and secrets, Cannon has created a perfect feel 

good read that doesn’t always develop as you may predict. 

 

 


