
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Magnificent Lizzie Brown and the Mysterious 
Phantom by Vicki Lockwood 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sidney Greenslade, age 11 

A suspenseful and exciting mystery 

story that I couldn't put down!  

‘The Magnificent Lizzie Brown and the 

Mysterious Phantom’ is a scarily convincing 

mystery book full of intrigue and drama. When 

Lizzie Brown runs away from her cruel 

thieving father and her awful town Rats Castle 

she never expected anything amazing to 

happen but when she's picked up by Fitzy's 

travelling circus extraordinary things begin to 

unfold.  

First she discovers that she may be the only 

genuine fortune teller alive, and secondly, that 

she and her friends “The Penny Gaff Gang” 

may be the only people able to stop the 

notorious thief The Phantom – named for the 

fact that he never leaves a single footprint or 

clue as to his identity. 

Soon Lizzie's life begins to get dangerous and 

she wonders if she will escape from the mystery alive? 

The Magnificent Lizzie Brown is a dazzlingly brilliant book. It was, perhaps, a 

little bit slow at the beginning, but it soon picked up the pace immersing you 

into a fantastic mystery story that's impossible to put down. I stayed up super-

late to finish the book because I couldn't go to sleep without finding out what 

happened to Lizzie and her friends. The beautifully twisting plot plunged you 

into its depths and it felt so real that even without illustrations I could picture it 

in my mind clearer than clear – an incredible world with incredible 

happenings.  



 

 

This book, in my eyes, should be an instant bestseller. One of my 

favourite books ever. 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 12 -  www.jasminesblogonbooks.blogspot.co.uk  

This historical mystery/adventure story set in Victorian London, 

has lots of 'cliff hangers', making it compulsive reading, I couldn't 

put it down!  

When Lizzie Brown escapes from her heavy drinking father, and the Rats Castle 

Victorian slum, she is cold, poor and hungry until...Fitzy's travelling circus rolls 

into town. 

Whilst working for the circus, helping Madame Aurora (the palm reader), she 

realises that she can actually read palms! She can see people's past, present and 

future when reading their lifeline. 

Meanwhile she overhears the news of an elusive phantom in London, who is 

robbing wealthy people's houses. 

As she does a reading she sees the phantom strike again. 

With the help of her newfound friends from the circus they go after the 

phantom. 

I loved reading this book! I literally couldn't put it down and read it in one day. 

I didn't expect the ending to be anything like it was either. A fabulous read. 

It reminded me of the Gully Potchard story too, so if you liked that you'll 

definitely enjoy this one. 

I rate it 5/5 and think boys and girls would like it. 

 

Holly Wilkins, age 11 

Page turner, mysterious, intriguing.   

When Lizzie tries to join the circus, it looks like she is a nuisance until Malachy 

asks his father (the owner of the circus) if she could join.  She works as Madame 

Aurora's assistant - a fortune teller.  It turns out that Lizzie has a real power to 

see into the future.  With the Phantom breaking into people's houses but without 

leaving any evidence, can she help the police uncover who the Phantom really 

is…? 

I give this book 9 out of 10. 



 

 

 

Rose Hopkins, age 9 

A wonderful, light read.  The book was set in the Victorian era and my 

lack of knowledge for that time made it even more interesting. I loved 

the mystery of ‘who was the Phantom’ and the urgency in solving it. Lizzie’s 

second sight meant they knew where the Phantom was and when and despite 

their fears they went to try to stop him. I didn’t have the foggiest idea about who 

the Phantom was and I would never have guessed.  It was a complete surprise. I 

can’t wait for the 2nd story. 

 

Cailin McGhee, age 12 

Intense and interesting, filled with lots of drama.  

I particularly liked ‘The Magnificent Lizzie Brown and the Mysterious Phantom’ 

because it contains a lot of drama and is set in the past (Victorian times). It is 

based on historical events and occurrences, it is a good reflection of the 

Victorian era. The story is very intense and interesting, making you 

want to read more. There is an unexpected plot twist at the end, 

which causes even more drama. I recommend this if you are interested in 

the above, or also if you have read Jacqueline Wilson’s ‘Hetty Feather’ series 

and ‘Diamond’. 

 

Judith Smith, age 9 1/2 

I think this book is absolutely incredible. I couldn't put the book 

down it was exiting sad and tense I kept telling my friends the really 

good bits. I really think it should be on the shelves soon.  

This is one of the best books I have ever read the book was so descriptive I felt 

like I was Lizzie escaping home joining the circus and eventually finding out 

who the phantom was. The books artwork on the front and back cover was 

incredible I thought it was a picture. The blurb was very intriguing if I saw that 

in a book shop I would definitely buy it. The characters were amazing all 6 of 

them I loved the way that she described how Hari was calm around the 

elephants and how his voice was soft and gentle. 

 

Jenny Bridgeman, age 9 

It's about a girl called Lizzie Brown, whose mother died and she's left with her 



 

 

father who is poor and her father steals to buy food and is forcing poor Lizzie to 

steal, but Lizzie doesn't want to.  

The book I thought was amazing. I think the book was the type of 

book I like best, mystery, adventure, magic and detective sort. To me, 

I think it is suitable for children from the age of about nine and up and the 

rating four and a half stars because it is really good but not the bestest in the 

world as I haven’t read all the books in the world, but it's still amazing and a 

mix of the bestest books I read and I cannot wait until the next book of 'Lizzie 

Brown, Devils Hound''. My favourite character is Lizzie Brown because she is 

sassy and always setting things right. I really enjoyed it. 

 

Lily Benner, age 10 

A very big mystery which kept me guessing right to the end.  

Lizzie escapes her violent pa and finds work at the circus. She makes some very 

good friends and finds out that she is able to read palms. She has visions about 

the phantom who is robbing the rich people of London. Lizzie sets up The Penny 

Gaff Gang to try and catch this phantom. 

This book is very interesting and describes circus life of the time very 

well. 

 

Felicity Wilcox, age 12 – www.jinxyfbookreviews.weebly.com  

Amazing plot twists, loveable characters, brilliant page turning 

book.  

When I first got this book I fell in love with it: such amazing cover 

art. I started reading it that night. The introduction of all the characters 

was brilliant. I enjoyed all their personalities, the descriptions were so good. I 

really could imagine standing in that circus. My favourite characters were Erin 

& Nora, but I did like most of the Penny gaff Gang. I never knew what was 

going to happen next. Every single one of the plot twists surprised me, hardly a 

cliche in sight. I would recommend this book to anyone that likes action, 

adventure or/and mystery books. 

 

Georgie Docwra Age 9 

A great mystery story!  



 

 

I really enjoyed reading this book although it was a bit scary so I 

didn't read it at night! 

It is set in Victorian times which I found was very interesting and I loved 

finding out about circus life. 

I particularly liked Lizzie's friends, The Penny Gaff Gang and the way Lizzie 

helps her friends when they are in tricky situations. 

I read the last couple of chapters out loud to my family, I couldn't stop reading, 

as we couldn't wait to find out who was The Phantom - a complete surprise! 

 

Charlotte Rosevear, age 11 

Lizzie has a father who is a thief, he smacks her around the head, he also 

gets her to steal for him. When she runs away from him and joins a 

circus she finds out that she has a power, which enables her to see into 

the future and the past!! When she sees the Mysterious Phantom in her dreams, 

she gets scared. What does this mean? Read to find out! 

 

Jennifer Towler, age 9 

I really enjoyed the book, it was really good because it had a 

mystery in it, which I was always trying to figure out, and I didn’t get 

it right so the ending surprised me. 

The only thing I would have changed would have been the length of the 

chapters, as a 9 year old I prefer more chapters, less pages per chapter, rather 

than long chapters. 

I would recommend it, and I have been talking to my friends about it, they have 

seen me reading the book and showed lots of interest and they were keen for the 

book to come out and want to know when it will be published. 

I would like to read another book by Vicki Lockwood. 

 


