
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Mars Evacuees by Sophia McDougall 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Dylan Sweet, age 10   

This amazing story is about a girl 

named Alice who was evacuated to 

Mars after the Morrors invaded earth.  

She makes a friend named Josephine 

and a sort of friend named Carl and his 

younger brother named Noel.  They 

start their adventure when the adults 

on Mars go missing and all the other 

kids go crazy. They thought they were 

going to be killed…but when they hear 

that there is another station on Mars 

called the Zond Station, their 

adventure begins. Only a few people 

love this war against the Morrors and 

one of these people is Alice’s mum.  

My favourite character is the robot 

goldfish teacher because he is very 

cheesy and when you don’t do the 

work, you get zapped by laser eyes. My 

favourite scene is when the space 

locusts come into the spaceship and try to eat Alice, Josephine, Carl, Noel and 

the goldfish. This book is a science fiction book for those who like 

maggots that fly around and try to eat you. I’d rate this book 4 and ¾ 

stars (out of five) and I’d recommend this book for girls and boys aged 9 plus.  

Mars Evacuees is a book you might want to read…  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11 

This book was absolutely brilliant. It is so cool I loved it.  It is about when 

the earth gets taken over by these aliens called the Morrors . The government 

evacuates a group of children to Mars to train to be soldiers. They live there for 

a few weeks then all the adults have disappeared and they get looked after by 

the robots. Then groups of children start fighting.  Alice Josephine and Carl 

Noel and the goldfish robot decide to fly to a space station nearby to help and 

see where all the adults have gone .  

I won't say what happens then because it would give away the plot but it is very 

exciting. The book has a great ending where things are resolved really well. 

I would rate this book ten out of ten stars. It is awesome I hope they 

write another one. 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 11 years 

The story is about Alice Dare  a twelve year old girl evacuated to Mars to train 

to fight the Morrors, like her famous spacefighter mothe. She had not seen her 

mother for a long time and her father, who was an engineer laying mines under 

the ice caps, for even longer. 

The Morrors were invisible aliens who came to live on Earth at the Poles saying 

they would reverse global warming but instead they started freezing the whole 

planet by putting a light shield around it. 

Travelling to Mars she meets Josephine a girl her age and they become friends. 

Josephine liked to play the harmonica and liked collecting rocks. She was kind 

to Alice and reassured her that Earth would be ok again. The book was very 

descriptive about the planets and space and think it would appeal to 

girls who like science fiction and space adventures. I enjoyed 

reading this book even though I could predict the ending. 

You can read Jasmines blog at: http://jasminesblogonbooks.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Elenie Williams, age 10 

This action/adventure book was right up my street and if you enjoy 

books like ‘Crocodile tears’ (by Anthony Horowitz) you will like it 

too.  

I really enjoyed ‘Mars Evacuees’ and thought that it was a great book because 

there were many amazing landscapes that I could just picture in my head.  Also 



 

 

I found a lot of the characters very interesting and the only ones I found slightly 

annoying were the robotic, laser-shooting Goldfish (who was meant to get on 

your nerves) and Doctor Muldoon, who I found was only interested in plants, 

specimens and scientific experiments.  My favourite character has got to be 

either Noel or Carl Dalisay because Noel is very cute and Carl is quite 

enthusiastic and funny; this makes him seem more relaxed and chilled than the 

other characters, especially the main character Alice Dare.  

There are many great things about this book though I think that it maybe ended 

a little too suddenly and I would have loved to have heard more about what 

happened after the war against the Morrors ended.  For example; does Alice 

ever truly decide what job she wants to do when she is older? And do Alice, Noel, 

Carl, Josephine and Thsaaa (a Morror their age) ever go on any more 

adventures? This is a positive sign of a good story - overall, I thought ‘Mars 

Evacuees was really cool’. 

 

Abigail Smart, age 11 

This book is awesome!  

In this book, supernatural is taken to a whole new level. Alice Dare, along with 

her friends Josephine, Carl and Noel, are evacuated to Mars to protect them 

from a war against a race of aliens known as Morrors. But, as Alice, Josephine, 

Carl and Noel find out (with the help of a laser shooting, maths teaching robot 

goldfish), the Morrors are not the only thing threatening humanity. This book 

is a real page-turner, I couldn't stop reading! I think this book is 

very cleverly worded, making it seem like the reader is actually 

stuck on Mars. I laughed pretty much all the way through!  

On Mars, she meets Josephine Jerome and Carl and Noel Dalisay. Carl is very 

loud and annoying, in Alice and Josephine's point of view, but very useful when 

all the adults disappear and you need a spaceship to go and find them in a 

station that just happens to be destroyed while you are on your way there, 

which isn't very often, but that is exactly what happens in this book. Alice, 

Josephine, Carl, Noel and a laser-shooting, maths-teaching robot goldfish are 

faced with many obstacles on the way, however, and nothing really goes to plan 

at all, but they do discover a terrifying new reality, that the Morrors are not the 

only thing threatening humanity. The Vshomu are large creatures that can 

devour entire planets. Can the Morrors and the humans team up to fight off this 

monstrosity? This book was extremely cleverly worded, making it seem like it 

wasn't Alice Dare on Mars, it was me. I recommend this book for 10+ readers. 



 

 

Damien, age 10 

‘Mars Evacuees’ is a great read for ages 9+. I absolutely  love this book in 

all aspects including space! In my opinion i think the Morrors is a great 

name for aliens. 

 

Peter Laszcz, age 8 

In the story, Alice Dare is taken to Mars, after an alien attack on Earth, to be 

trained into a fighting force.  But that's not exactly easy when you're being 

shouted at by a man in his 70's, being forced to learn by a robot goldfish and 

almost killed by Vshomu.  This brilliant sci-fi booked is aimed at 9-12 

year olds.  I liked Carl a lot because he was very funny and always messing 

around.  The author painted a clear picture in my mind. I really felt 

like I was there!  I really enjoyed it and I would rate this book 9 out 

of 10. 

 

Charlie Flood , 10 

‘Mars Evacuee’s is a great book full of action, emotions and great 

descriptions. It is a great book if you like the sci-fi genre and the action and 

adventure genre.  

What I like about the book is that there is a little bit of suspense throughout the 

story. It is an awesome book. 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

‘Mars Evacuees’ is set in a future where people and robots live on Mars.  Alice’s 

mum is in the army, fighting aliens (the Morrors), her dad works on a 

submarine below the advancing polar ice caps and Alice herself is at boarding 

school.  The excitement begins when the polar ice advances too far and Alice is 

evacuated to Mars to train to fight aliens just like her mum.  She lives at Beagle 

Base with lots of other cadets and makes friends with the strange, harmonica 

playing Josephine, who always carries duct tape with her everywhere she goes, 

and brothers Carl, inventor of crazy games, and Noel, lover of all animals, even 

maggots!  They are taught lessons by giant, robotic, laser-shooting goldfish and 

sinister looking teddy bear robots.  Colonel Cleaver rides on a huge robotic, 

headless beast and gives them their army training.  It seems to be going fairly 

well until the children find themselves abandoned and alone with only the 



 

 

robots to help them.  Alice and her friends must try to find the missing adults.  

They are attacked by space locusts and come face to face with a Morror.  How 

will they survive and will they ever see the adults again? 

This is a fantastic sci-fi adventure, full of surprises and fun.  I tore 

through it and loved every minute! 

 

Lucy Bridges, age 8 

I think ‘Mars Evacuees’ by Sophia Mcdougall was GREAT but some 

of it I didn't quite understand but only some of the time. I think it is a 

bit too hard to understand for my age.  

I think the letter that her mum gave her was done soooooo neatly. I liked the 

fact that her school was closed and evacuated to Mars. 

 

Emma Baird, age 11 

The Morrors are coming and we have to leave earth. They are freezing our 

planet to such extent that soon no one but the Morrors be able to live here. They 

told us “we only need the poles”; well it turned out the poles meant more of the 

planet than we thought! We’ll get them someday but just now we’re being 

evacuated to warmer places or in my case... Mars. 

I love this book because it’s really futuristic (which is a favourite type of book for 

me) and the adventures Alice and her friends have are so enchanting that you 

can completely forget it’s a book and before you know it your mind has 

transported you to Mars. 

This book has become a firm favourite and I can’t wait to read more 

books by Sophia McDougall. I’ve already read this book three times 

but I’m still not bored of it! 

 

Liam Pickering, age 11 

A very good book with very exciting moments, but seemed to start a 

bit slow to get started.  

‘Mars Evacuee’s was a very good book with very exciting moments, 

unfortunately most of those moments were towards the end so many people 

may stop reading at the start because it isn't very exciting. If you are 

considering stopping reading this book... DON'T it gets very, very good and 



 

 

gripping towards the end and has everything I hoped this book 

would have in it. The characters in this book are very well scripted and are 

brilliantly designed. I would definitely recommend this to many of my friends 

and family. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 


