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Ella Routledge, age 11 

This book is a dark tale full of 

suspense and mystery, you couldn’t 

write a better detective tale. Any 

girl could relate to Axelle.  

Axelle Anderson can relate to many girls 

being forced into hated surroundings by 

parents and peers. It proves that any 

average girl can achieve anything if they 

set their heart to it. Who would of thought 

that a young model, early in her career, 

could solve such a tricky tale. No one but 

a true Holmes could be a better detective 

than Axelle. I love Ellie in this tale 

because she is a fun loving, free spirit but 

could be serious at the worst of times. 

However, Herve is also a great character, 

treating everyone that deserves it, with 

respect. I never would of thought that the 

criminal would be found by a teen model. 

It surprised me and probably a lot of 

other readers as well. I enjoyed to the last word. 

 

Susanna Wagstaff, age 12 

Axelle Anderson is not in a fashion fan club. She's not excited about 

Paris fashion week, until she discovers top designer Belle La Lune is 

missing. Can Axelle, as an undercover model, solve the case?  

 



Some people like fashion. Some don’t. Axelle Anderson definitely finds solving 

mysteries more interesting than discussing Chanel’s new perfume. So when her 

parents decide she needs a trip to Paris to stay with her Aunt Venetia during 

Fashion Week to help her realise that fashion is important, she’s not impressed. 

However, when Axelle arrives and hears that Belle La Lune, famous designer, is 

missing, she realises she might not be so bored after all… Axelle adopts the 

disguise of a model and goes undercover to get closer to the La Lunes and 

discover all she can. With the help of Ellie and Sebastian, two friends she meets 

at the beginning of her action-packed week, Axelle starts her work as a 

detective, determined to be the one to solve the case. Her work gets harder as 

other La Lunes start to disappear and a rumour of a curse is quickly passed 

around. Will Axelle be able to uncover the secrets, fit the puzzle pieces together 

and discover who really is behind the La Lune mystery? 

 

Millie Moss, age 14 

‘Model Under Cover’ is really interesting as it makes you want to 

keep reading and the outcome is not predictable.  

The updates on Belle draw you back into the story and the urgency at which 

Axelle needs to solve the case. 

 

Daisy Theobald – age 11 

This book took me a while to get into but when I did I couldn't stop 

thinking about it. I loved how Axelle was solving a mystery whilst still fitting 

in time to do modelling. I felt like I was in the book when I was reading it. I am 

really looking forward to reading the next model undercover and have now 

become more interested in fashion.  

 

Jake Fletcher, age 13 - www.jakesbooks.wordpress.com 

Axelle hates fashion. She wants to be a detective. When a famous Model 

disappears, Axelle must put her dislikes to one side to find her, becoming a 

model under cover.  

A Fashion theme, a book that looks like a girl’s magazine, full of romance and a 

stubborn but gorgeous model who just happens to be a detective. Four elements 

of a book cover that would normally ensure I wouldn’t pick up this book.  

Malorie Blackman, the Children’s Laureate, has recently said that publishers 



shouldn’t design book covers purely for girls or boys. This is an example of what 

she means. It looks like it’s for a girl and aimed at girls. Well, have you ever 

heard the phrase “never judge a book by its cover”? This is a case in point. 

‘Model Under Cover’ is a book that’s deep under cover. Despite the 

appearance, it’s both exciting and thrilling (and I’m a boy!).  It has 

fights, it has chases – it’s like Alex Rider in disguise.   

Despite appearances, this book also explores some of the darker areas of life for 

a young woman within the fashion industry and out. At one point, Axelle (model 

detective) finds her future is threatened by a famous, but sleazy designer who 

wants to date her and she has to find the courage to stand up to him. ‘A Crime of 

Fashion’s’ cover contradicts what happens in the book. The cover makes the 

book seem very light, whilst the book goes into issues about women’s freedom, 

stereotypes and rights.  

In addition, anyone who enjoys a good mystery will like this book. Both action 

packed and surprising, and any avid reader will enjoy this book, boy or girl. 

 

Ella Day, age 11 

‘Model Under Cover’ is an amazing book about an adventure in Paris. The ideas 

in it keep you hooked and you are tagging along with  Axelle, Sebastian and 

Ellie whilst in the comfort of your home. This book is extremely well 

written and I thoroughly enjoyed it from beginning to end.  

I highly recommend this book. 

 

Jennifer Bridgeman, age 9 

Here is a book about not judging people by their looks, the 

expectations a parent has for their child and finding the strength to 

be the person you want to be. Perfect marriage of fashion and 

spying!  

Here is combined Jenny's two biggest loves: Fashion and crime!! Axelle comes 

from a long line of models but what she'd love to do is spy! Her perfect 

opportunity comes when she is asked to go undercover following a model 

kidnapping. This way her parents are happy and she gets to spy. But what 

happens when the operation ends?! An engaging read,thanks so much! 

 



Amrit Bunet, age 15 

This quirky and surprising story of Axelle who is an exciting and 

intriguing character is one filled with mystery and suspense.  

Axelle is a character that is interesting and intriguing and brings the story of 

both mystery and fashion alive with her quirky personality.  

This book shows that there is much more to fashion with the undercover and 

mystery that is incorporated giving this story an exciting vibe.  

The story was well thought out and involved suitable characters and surprises 

however Axellson's style of writing failed to maintain the essence of action and 

adventure and can bore people at times. 

 

Phoebe Allan, age 14 

I did wonder if this book was going to be a bit girly for me but it wasn't! Whilst 

it did describe the fashion industry really well the story focuses on the main 

character Axelle and her crime solving skills! I loved Axelle, she is fun, feisty and 

has an independent streak that unfortunately quite often gets her into trouble! 

The book has twists and turns and I didn't want to put it down until I 

had found how Axelle would crack the case. I would thoroughly 

recommend this book. I hope Carina Axelsson writes more soon. 

 

Hannah Baer, age 11 

‘Model Under Cover’ is about a girl called Axelle Anderson who goes to Paris for 

Paris Fashion Week and discovers that a model has disappeared. She wants to 

be a detective and she takes the disappearance under her own matters. This 

book is interesting because it tells the story from Axelle's point of view. The best 

part of the book was probably when more people went missing. I would 

recommend this book to some of my friends but it started getting a 

bit boring. This book I think should be for 8-9 year olds (maybe some 10-year 

olds) because it could get a bit too boring for older girls. Overall, I would give it 

2 stars.  

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 12 

 

 



This book is about a girl (Axelle) who for a birthday present has tickets to 

London fashion week. She isn't that keen on fashion even though her family are 

in the fashion business. A top designer goes missing right before the launch of 

her new bag. Axelle gets a job as model working for her Aunt's company to go 

undercover to find out more and snoop around. Will she uncover the 

kidnapper.... I liked that this story contained bits of history as well. I loved the 

characters, their personalities were portrayed brilliantly. The plot line was 

amazing and I loved the ending, it kept you guessing. I would never 

have guessed the ending. I would rate this book five out of five stars.  I would 

definitely recommend it and would love to read more in the series. 

 

Amelie Chatham, age 11 

This book gripped me from the first paragraph, and I couldn't put it 

down until the crime was solved.  

This fast moving story tells the tale of a London school girl, Axelle, who is 

bought tickets to Paris fashion week, by her style conscious parents. Axelle 

befriends famous model Ellie B and a police inspectors son Sebastian resulting 

in her going undercover as a model. Her task; to try and find missing fashion 

designer Belle La Lune and her geeky brother Darius who are being held captive 

by a mysterious kidnapper, who is trying to use the La Lune curse as their 

backup story.  

At the end of some chapters you get a little paragraph which contain Belle's 

thoughts about where she is being held captive, which I really liked as it gave 

you a little bit extra.  

I loved this book and couldn't put it down. 

 

Kynthia Ravikumar, age 14  

The crime of the century has happened- Belle La Lune, fashion's top designer is 

missing! 16-year-old detective Axelle is on the case, working with gorgeous 

sidekick Sebastian. The clock is ticking....  

Axelle Anderson is not all what her fashion-obsessed parents want her to be. She 

wants to be a detective, solving cases and working undercover but her parents 

think she is no good and should start modelling. Her chance arrives when Belle 

La Lune, fashion's top designer, goes missing. Aided by gorgeous Sebastian, can 

Axelle really prove her parents wrong? She needs all the time she can get... 



If you like models and mysteries, this is just the book for you! Filled 

with hidden clues and sharp turns, this book could appeal to anyone- 

no matter what genre they enjoy reading. 

 

Imogen Fisher, age 14 

Even though A Model Under Cover is, I think, aimed at younger readers, maybe 

9 or 10 years old I still liked reading it. I found it funny reading about 

Axelle's aversion to fashion and yet some how she still managed to 

find her self in the middle of Fashion Week in Paris! At first I wasnt 

sure about the book, because I thought it would be based completely around 

fashion, and although fashion was still a main part of the book, I still managed 

to enjoy the fact that she was under cover and discovering new interesting 

secrets.  

 

Amy Laws, age 13 

This book was good but it was a little but young for me.  

This book is about a model, who when a mysterious event occurs, becomes what 

she truly wants to be, a spy. This book was good but I would recommend it to a 

younger age, maybe 9+ rather that 11+ because I found that it was aimed at a 

younger audience. Nevertheless, I enjoyed this book, it reminded me a bit of the 

‘Cross My Heart, Hope to Spy’ series by Ally Carter so if you enjoyed them, I 

would recommend this book. 


