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Mollie Cinnamon Is Not A Cupcake by Sarah Webb 
Part of the Songbird Cafe Girls Series 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Lucie Harrison, age 12 

‘The Songbird Cafe Girls : Mollie 

Cinnamon Is Not A Cupcake’ by 

Sarah Webb,  is a 'sweet' story of 

a girl who is sent to stay on a 

deserted island for two 

months, and finds a friend  

(and a sweet tooth!) in the 

Songbird Cafe. But when the 

Cafe is threatened with closure, 

Mollie, along with all her friends, 

have to save the cafe, or let it be 

destroyed. I loved this book because 

it was easy to put myself in Mollie's 

shoes, and my favourite part was: 

''A frown you could plant potatoes 

in!'' 

 

Georgie Docwra, age 9 

You must read this!!  

I loved this book. I enjoyed the way that it is written, as a diary and it was 

very funny, it made me laugh out-loud! 

I particularly enjoyed the beginning and the ending of the book, it made me feel 

both sad and happy. I liked the descriptions of Mollie's friends, which are all so 

different so that they each stand out. 

Mollie is such a nice character and I felt that when I was reading the book that I 

was actually there as the author's descriptions are so powerful. 

 



 

 

Hattie Benton, age 9 

This is a really easy book to read and I read it really quickly. It's the 

story of a teenager and having to move away without her mum and 

the problems she encounters along the way.  

This is a really easy read which I read very quickly and the chapters are quite 

short too. Mollie has to move and stay with her great Nan on the island of Little 

Bird but many things go wrong, such as the nasty character: Lauren. The book 

makes you get inside the main character very early on (written in the first 

person as Mollie) which then plays with your emotions as there are ups and 

downs for Mollie as well as coping with her family issues. It makes you question 

what the important things are in life. I would definitely recommend this book 

and I am looking forward to reading another book about the ‘Songbird Cafe 

Girls’ and finding out if the decision I think Mollie makes is correct! 

 

Dulcie Johnson, age 11 

This is a really brilliant book that is emotional in parts and is funny 

too.  I really enjoyed reading this and couldn't put it down. Mollie's 

an interesting character who I'd like to read more about.  

This is a really brilliant book that is emotional in parts and is funny too.  I really 

enjoyed reading this and couldn't put it down. My favourite character was 

Alanna because she was funny and kind to flora even when she was really 

upset.   Although it's a brilliant ending it's not the one you expect from what she 

wants earlier on in the book.  I think the age is around 7-12.  I think my girl 

friends would enjoy it more than boys.  You can tell by the cover.  I have one 

thing I'd change.  Mollie gets upset too many times by her mother. Didn't quite 

believe that.  Best bit is the end.  It's a really pretty book which I like.  It's also an 

easy read - which is enjoyable. 

 

Cajsa Jonsson, age 9 

A great story about family, friendships and enemies. A book full of 

unpredictability, emotions and realism. I loved it!  

I enjoyed reading this book because it had parts in it where Molly was really 

happy on the island but sometimes she would be all angry and run away – so I 

particularly like the unpredictability of the story. Molly puts her problems to 

one side when the Songbird Cafe is in danger of closing and I like that Molly's 

Nan looks after Molly and watches out for her, putting Molly's needs before her 



 

 

own. The best bit about the story is that Molly gets very angry with her Mum 

for lying but because her Mum isn't there, Molly doesn't have a chance to tell 

her. The way the book deals with these emotions and feelings and the effect it 

can have on Molly's character, really made me think. I look forward to reading 

what might happen to Molly in future stories. 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 11 

‘Mollie Cinnamon is not a Cupcake’ is a heartwarming tale of finding 

friendship in unlikely places, and how the impossible can be 

achieved when friends work together.  

‘The Songbird Cafe: Mollie Cinnamon is not a Cupcake’ is a very creative story 

of friendship, loyalty and of course, cupcakes! 

While Mollie's TV presenter mum gets to travel the world filming and having 

fun, Mollie is shipped off to Little Bird, the most boring Island in the universe. 

It's so unfair and Mollie would do anything to be back in her small flat Dublin 

but then she discovers the Songbird Cafe, a beautiful place that makes 

wonderful cakes and where she makes new friends. However, Mollie is horrified 

when she hears that the cafe is likely to close. Where will everyone go to meet? 

What will the cafe's owner, 19 year old Alanna do? The Songbird is her home. 

Determined to help, Mollie and her new-found friends set up a petition to save 

the cafe – but will it be too late? 

‘Mollie Cinnamon is not a Cupcake’ is a touching and heartwarming tale full of 

hope, friendship and loyalty. Once I got into the story I really liked the fiesty 

characters with their well-developed personalities. My favourite character was 

Nan – she was always calm and welcomed Mollie to the Island so kindly. 

I loved the way the plot developed so that the more you read the more entwined 

you felt in the characters' fates. 

Mollie Cinnamon is a great story and I highly recommend it. 

 

Sophie, age 10 

I really loved this books - a great family story that made me laugh, 

cry and go all warm and fuzzy inside.  

This was a great story (probably for girls!) that follows Mollie Cinnamon as she 

moves to Little Bird Island to stay with her Nan. Her mum seems like a bit of an 

uncaring character who travels around the world instead of looking after 



 

 

Mollie but her great-nan and Gran have been there to look after her. The island 

is small and everyone knows everyone else so she feels left out from others. The 

story is well written and the descriptions of the cafe and the cakes great. 

It will make a great series and if you like Cathy Cassidy then you'll love 

this! 

 

Emma Stephenson, age 11 

I love this book because it is similar to things that happen in real life, 

emotional but fun. I couldn't put it down. If you like realistic stories 

this is a book for you. Great for girls age 8 over.  

This is a great book. Mollie Cinnamon is very emotional and is going through a 

hard time. But when she gets to know Sunny and Landy she grows to like the 

Little Bird Island that she temporarily lives on. 

An amazing story that is quite emotional but great fun to read. I love this book 

so much because it is similar to things that happen in real life. If you enjoy 

realistic stories then this book is for you. I think girls of eight years and over 

will enjoy reading ‘Mollie Cinnamon is not a Cupcake’. 

 

Ella Day 

This is a fun book and is great to read if you just want to relax and 

sink into a good story. 

Molly Cinnamon is a very interesting character because she is very feisty, but 

caring at the same time. She doesn't want her friend's cafe to close, so being the 

stubborn girl that she is, she sets up a campaign to save it. Read it and find out 

about the problems she encounters and how she solves them. 

A great book - I would recommend it to 10 - 12 year olds. 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 12  

An exciting story about Mollie who is on the island of Little Bird. She 

would rather be anywhere else because there is nothing to do and 

she doesn't have any friends.......yet!  

Mollie is on the Island being looked after by her great-granny as her mum is a 

TV presenter and is off travelling for her work for a while. She doesn't really 

know her gran and has only ever spoken to her on the phone a few times. 



 

 

 

She is really bored at her great-grannies and it's only her first day! 

Luckily that afternoon her Nan takes her to the Song Bird Café, which is only a 

short walk from the house. Here she meets Alanna the café owner, Sunny a 

home schooled girl and they become good friends. 

She is sent to school and gets picked on by Lauren and Chloe, her mum made a 

mistake on the weather, which they found on youtube and repeatedly played to 

her on their mobile phones. She doesn't like school as she is not liked because she 

is from the city and even Bonny, who likes everyone, is turned against her by 

Lauren telling lies about her. 

 Mollie's mum Flora keeps letting her down, cancelling their trip to Paris 

together and not visiting. But then the café is threatened to be demolished and 

turned into a hotel and things become more interesting. She and her new friend 

Landy (Laurens twin brother)make plans to save the café with help from Sunny. 

 Although Mollie is unhappy at first, things improve as her Nan phones her old 

school and Mollie is able to be home schooled. Mollie and her new friends decide 

to help save the café together and this also helps her to cope with her 

disappointments from Flora her mum. 

I loved reading this book it was very descriptive and it felt like you where there. 

I liked the information in the back of the book too. 

I think it would appear to the readers of age 9+ 

www.jasminesblogonbooks.co.uk 

 

Molly Betts, age 9 

I liked ‘The Songbird Café’ because Mollie Cinnamon learnt to stand 

up to bullies and love her family, including Nan, even if she is 

annoying (at times) in the story.  

My favourite character is Mollie because she is helpful. My worst character is 

Lauren because she is a bully and bullies are mean. I also like Click, a dolphin 

Alanna looks after. Alanna is the owner of the Songbird Café. Her parents used 

to run it but they died in a car crash on the Mainland. This story is set on a 

made-up island called Little Bird. I would rate this book five stars: ***** 

 

 Beth Urquhart, age 8 and her mum who has also read the book. 



 

 

 

This is a great book with good portrayal of relationships without 

being too grown up which can be a danger with "family issues" type 

books. Beth's only concern was that it wasn't terribly fast paced but it was 

never meant to be. It would be great for children who have read some of the 

younger Jacqueline Wilson or Jean Ure books who want another author but are 

too immature for e.g. ‘The Princess Diaries’ or older Cathy Cassidy series.  

Beth's favourite character was Mollie because she is adventurous and my 

favourite character was Nan as she was so comforting and always seemed to 

know what to say. I also liked the portrayal of Landy as boys in these kind of 

books usually only fall into the boyfriend category but he was more rounded 

than that. The book is clearly building up to a series and sets the scene for the 

following books. The landscape and Island were well described and were almost 

characters in themselves. We think it is definitely a girl book but it isn't too 

"girly." 

 

Ida Johnson, age 8 – Lewisham School 

I wish I lived on Little Bird Island with Mollie and her friends! I 

loved reading this fun story.  

This book is all about Mollie going to live with her great-gran on Little Bird 

Island. She thinks it will be really boring but it isn't! 

My favourite characters were Alanna and Sunny from the Songbird cafe. I also 

like Landy because he helped Mollie even though his sister Lauren was really 

nasty to her. I felt sorry for Mollie too because her mum was being selfish and 

only thinking about herself.  

My favourite part of the book was when they were on TV but you will have to 

read it to find out what happens! 

I would recommend this book to people who like reading adventures and stories 

about friends. I give it 4 stars out of 5! 

 

   

 

 


