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Izzy Read, age 13 

‘The Moment Collector’: a beautiful 

name for a beautiful story that 

hooked me in to break my heart.  

This is an unusual story told with two 

narratives; one was a bit confusing to 

begin with but overall that extra voice 

added a lot more suspense and mystery to 

the tale, because this voice was in fact, a 

ghost. The characters were well rounded 

and realistic but they were also all 

different. The novel had several ways to 

go, distracting you and leading you astray 

to the wrong one. 

 All in all, it had a fantastically uniquly 

woven storyline, with events that pained 

me as I saw so many ways they could have 

been prevented, and it covered interesting 

topics for teenagers. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is a wonderful book. It is the story of three teenagers in a county targeted 

by a serial killer, but do not be misled by this. It is not a crime novel. The events 

are observed by an unnamed ghost who travels between past, present and 

future.  

Although written as a young adult novel I recommend this novel to 

anyone of any age who enjoys a sensitive, thoughtful novel with a 

twist at the end. The novel is well written and draws the reader in. I read it in 

a sitting and will be looking for more books by this author. 



Poppy Osborne, age 17 

A simply beautiful book that is poignant yet understated.  

Anderson creates such a vivid scene of Door County and she is so talented in 

how she captures a story. I loved this book, it wasn't page turning, yet it was 

striking in a silent kind of way. And the ending, and the end scene!!! ‘The 

Moment Collector’ is such a beautiful portrayal (not stereotypical or cheesy) of 

life, death and what friends really mean to us; not just to joke around with but 

for people to truly love and care for you. Loved it and can’t wait to read more of 

her books. 

 

Esme Molloy,  age 14 

A hauntingly beautiful tale of life, friendship, love and truth with a 

mysterious twist.  

This plot of this book is simply genius, I feel for even me , a fan of more fast 

paced novels, this book satisfied my appetite for fear and action, however subtly 

it was used. 

It made me smile, It made me cry and huddle into a ball with my 

duvet up to my chin. This book is like no other I have ever read and I found 

myself thoroughly entangled inside the plot. 

 

Ella Grabsky  

‘The Moment Collector’ was a fascinating read that had me gripped from 

the beginning.  ‘The Moment Collector’ lingered in my thoughts for quite a 

while after I had finished the book.  

 ‘The Moment Collector’ tells the story of a girl named Maggie who moves to the 

small town of Gill Creek from Chicago. The story is quite a simple one. It follows 

Maggie and her new friends Pauline and Liam. All three are very different and 

yet together they form a very speical group. However, the factors that makes 

this book so unique are the killings and the ghost. Snippets of the story are told 

through the ghost. They are myserious and haunting. The killings add to the 

chilling affect of the book. Girls all across the county were being killed by an 

unknown murderer.  

I really enjoyed how diverse all the characters were. They were very bold. Even 

though I liked all the characters, I felt I could relate to Maggie the best.  

I found the ending a bit unexpected. It was quite a sad ending but also a 



memorable one. I know I liked a book when I am still thinking about it after I 

have finished reading it. ‘The Moment Collector’ lingered in my thoughts 

for quite a while after I had finished the book. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Beautifully haunting in places and wonderfully written. Loved the 

book. Perfect story and I really enjoyed reading it!  

I do not wish to give any of this book away, so all I will say is Buy the book and 

you won't regret it. Best book ever, I couldn't put it down, the beautifully sad 

story of a Ghost! Perfect! 

 

Jade Brown,  age 12 

I was intrigued by the cover and ghost story element but sadly no 

ghost story ad no real mystery. This was just teenagers and 

relationships.  

I was intrigued by the cover and was really quite excited to read this as I 

thought this to be a ghost story. 

The cover felt magical with a real air of mystery. 

I had read ‘Tiger Lily’ so thought I would be in for a treat. 

Sadly I was really disappointed by the storyline. Although this is a really 

beautifully written book, it did not have a ghostly feel to it. There is no mystery 

plot either. 

The characters and the relationships are interesting, but I found this not really 

for me – it was sad and really lonely and sorrowfully this did not cut the 

mustard for me. This was about fear in a small town and the morbid 

inquisitiveness, but really this is really just the backdrop and really all it boiled 

down to was teenagers and relationships. 

I persevered to the end which was tragic and although I found this story really 

sad I did not expect the ending. 

 

 

 

 



Lola Bridgeman, age 17 

Beautiful. Simply beautiful and reminiscent of 'The Lovely Bones'.  

There will be obvious comparisons with 'The Lovely Bones' but this is so much 

more. It really does pull at your senses, you eagerly turn the pages, wanting it 

to finish and yet wanting it to linger. 


