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Lola Bridgeman, age 18 

Absolutely brilliant, a perfect 

winter read! 

All the ingredients for a best seller are 

in 'Monster', snow bound boarding 

school, a bunch of girls with issues, no 

mobile phones, a mysterious beast and 

a missing Matron-what's not to love? 

The pacing is terrific, the characters 

believable, dialogue is like teens speak 

not what an adult thinks a teen talks 

like. Definitely for older teens due to the 

violence and occasional swearing, could 

give nightmares! Definitely want to 

read more by C J Skuse, many thanks 

Lovereading! 

 

Sophia Ufton 

Well this was a really thrilling read. I was on the edge of my seat. 

Nash is 16 years old and she goes to a boarding school called Bathory. Legend 

has it that a beast roams the school called the beast of Bathory. Nash is in the 

process of becoming head girl until she hears her brother as gone missing and 

the school's matron. Things start to happen when they get trapped inside the 

school. Who is responsible? What has happened to Nash's brother and the 

school's matron? 

 

Edel Waugh 

If you like ghost stories that happen in big old houses then you will 

likely really enjoy this! I definitely did! 



 

 

Monster is a story about a girl’s boarding school called Bathory. It is coming up 

to the Christmas holidays and Nash is hoping to become head girl, she has been 

working really hard to get this title but there is a girl determined to beat her to 

the title! When Nash gets news that her brother has gone missing in a foreign 

country it looks like she will have to spend Christmas at school with some of the 

staff and teens left behind. As the weather worsens the stories of the Beast of 

Bathory are revealed making each resident just that little bit extra jumpy, made 

worse when things start to happen. It becomes hard to know who or what to 

trust in this big old place during a snow storm with a strong feeling of dread 

approaching! 

 

Emily Kinder 

Everything is going perfectly for Nash. Almost head girl, almost 

girlfriend, almost Christmas. Seb's disappearance changed 

everything, because Bathory has a dark dark secret. An amazing 

read. 

An all-girls’ boarding school is a classic. It’s been done about a billion times, so 

the most important bit is taking a new spin on it, with magic, death plots or, in 

this case, a mystery. At first I wasn’t sure about it, because of the amount of 

times even this spin off has been done, and it was pretty slow, but Monster 

really surprised me. By half way though I was gripped, and by three quarters of 

the way through I was completely addicted.  

Nash is the teacher’s pet, the sensible one, the favourite to win head girl. 

Everything at Bathory is how it should be – she’s even got a thing with the 

village shopkeeper’s son. It’s only when she gets the news that her adored 

brother is missing that it all starts to fall apart, and staying at Bathory School 

over Christmas with only Matron and five mismatched girls for company is 

only the beginning. Every moment that she spends there, a plot is unfolding, 

and all the threads are gathering up. I loved the story, and the different way of 

showing the boarding school scenario. It was focused in only a week or two, and 

so was vividly detailed and full of action and life, unlike other books which are 

similar.  

The characters though, were my favourite bit. Each person was realistic and 

three dimensional, but also larger than life and fantastical. Maggie was my 

favourite, but there was one for every personality type; the cheat, the shallow 

one, the badass, and so on. Every character was perfectly portrayed and 

realised, which gave the story life and a sense of reality. The plot was amazing, 



 

 

and so, so clever. Every page held a new revelation, as Nash’s world is changed 

beyond anything she could imagined. I'd recommend this to anyone. 


