
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Memoirs of a Neurotic Zombie by Jeff Norton 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sam Harper, age 10 

A brilliantly funny book. Adam's 

handling of his tricky new, 

undead situation on top of his 

neuroses was hilarious. The 

funniest zom-com ever!  

Adam Meltzer is a neurotic 12 year old. 

He's a clean-freak and worrier who 

carries hand sanitiser and 

antibacterial wipes with him wherever 

he goes. When he's stung by a bee on 

his 12th birthday, everybody assumes 

that he has a bad allergic reaction (he 

has a lot of allergies!). But this is no 

ordinary bee, it is in fact a zombee and 

now Adam is a zombie too! This is 

strange enough but Adam then 

discovers that he's not the only weird 

kid on the block when he finds Ernesto, 

a chupacubra, in his back yard. 

Ernesto used to live in the country, 

burrowing under fields to snatch and eat cows, but when the farmers began to 

get too trigger happy, he and his family moved into town. Adam thought his 

neighbour Corina, a stylish goth, was trying to commit suicide when he saw her 

jump off the roof, until he realised that she could fly. Corina is a little different 

too. She's a vegan vampire who survives on breakfast cereal alone. When Adam 

is killed for a second time by a zombee sting, the friends decide to investigate the 

bee problem. They discover a research lab who are working with the military, 

trying to control giant, genetically modified zombees. They plan to test the bees 

on some music fans so that they can create an unstoppable army of zombies. 

The three friends must fight the queen bee, burrow out of the labs and try to stop 



 

 

the swarm at the concert, armed only with Adam's terrible singing. Will their 

powers be enough to defeat the bees and how can Adam's killer, Adamini, help? 

This is a brilliantly funny book. I loved Adam's extra explanations of words and 

the way he handled his tricky new, undead situation on top of his neuroses was 

hilarious. The funniest zom-com ever! 

 

Daniel Aconley, age 11 

Good, exciting book but a disappointing ending.  

A good, exciting gripping book. A book about zombies but not zombies as we 

know them! Disappointing that the zom-bees did not fight back and attack the 

humans. Interesting characters that made the story evolve into a really good 

fantasy book. The detailed descriptons about the characters and storyline 

allowed me to be able to create a great picture in my head whilst reading. 

 

William Longlands, age 10 

10/10! I never got bored reading this book and read it at a rate of 

knots as there was always lots happening.  

A fantasy in the modern world with funny bits. A fun read if you like the idea of 

mad Zombies, Vampires and Chupacabras and death defying bees. Adam 

Meltzer and his friends want to find out about the bee which killed him. It 

involves courage, determination and team work. Adam and his friends find out 

about a professor and his plan to save the bees of the world by making Zombees. 

 

Alice East, age 9 

This book was a really exciting brilliant book about a boy gets stung 

by a bee and turns into a Zombie.  

The zombie realises that some of his friends are monsters so he teams up with 

them to try and track down the bee that turned him into a zombie. 

I thought that the language was quiet simple but the monsters had complicated 

names to pronounce. 

I would probably recommend this book to people who like books about 

monsters.  The book made me laugh quite a lot because of lots of funny things. 

 



 

 

James Page, age 10 - St Paul's CE Primary School  

This book will engross you from start to finish. It is a great zombie 

tale with plenty of thrills and spills.  

‘Memoirs of a Neurotic Zombie’ is about a kid called Adam Meltzer who is stung 

by a mutated bee at his twelfth birthday party. Unfortunately he dies from the 

sting but is resurrected and so he sets out to find the bee that killed him; making 

friends with some strange characters along the way. To discover if he meets the 

bee you will have to read the story! 

This book will engross you from start to finish. It is a great zombie tale with 

plenty of thrills and spills.There is even a mad professor and a whole hive of 

those killer bees. It's a gripping story, they even manage to sneak backstage to a 

concert too! I would recommend this book for children aged from 9 to 11 

because there are 243 pages and no pictures. 

 

Alex Crisp, age 9 

An immensely funny mystery book about zombies, vampires, 

werebeasts and genetically modified bees! Come and join Adam 

Meltzer on an amazing trip to find out how he died and to stop 

everyone else dying of the same cause.  

This story has a dramatic start - "My name is Adam Meltzer...I'm dead. But I'm 

alive...ish." - and it really builds up the tension as it carries on, by introducing 

more and more monsters and troubles. You start wondering how he will get out 

of it and who is the cause of it all. My favourite part is kind of disgusting as well 

- you really need to go to the toilet after you've been buried for three months! I 

would recommend this book to all of my friends, especially good mystery-

solvers, but not girly-screamers! 

 

  

 

 


