
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
All About Theatre by National Theatre 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Alexander Bisland, age 10 

This book is about ‘The National 

Theatre’. It tells you about how they 

make shows like ‘War Horse’, ‘One 

man, two guvnors’, ‘Hamlet’, 

‘Treasure Island’ and ‘Emil and the 

Detectives’.  

I enjoyed this book because it 

taught me a lot about different 

aspects of theatre and now I 

want to go and see some of the 

shows mentioned in the book.  

I really recommend the book. The 

lighting section is my favourite 

because the lights do cool things and 

with the lights you can change quickly 

from one scene to another.  

In each chapter, there is a section called “Tricks of the Trade” which gives you 

details about the tricks the actors use, such as food and drink, making costumes 

look old and what actors do to warm up. I really enjoyed reading about them.  

If you have an interest in theatre this is the book for you.  

If you are a bit squeamish, there might be a few pages that are a bit too graphic 

and you might want to hide the photos (even though it’s down to make-up and 

props) but the book is definitely worth reading.  

I give it 10/10. 

 

 

 



 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 

What an amazing insight to the world of theatre. Great behind the 

scenes look at how everything is put together. Really interesting.  

I have been reading this book on and off several times as I keep going back to it 

as it is so good. It gives the reader a really good insight as to what goes on 

behind the scenes and how a play is all pulled together. I loved the pages about 

the sound effects and have tried some of them out myself. They really work! This 

book tells you a lot of tricks of the trade! Next time I go to the theatre I will see 

things differently. Highly recommend this book to all ages, boys and girls. 

 

Isaac East, age 9 

This fact book shows how many people are involved in a play, not 

just the actors.  The book is full of interesting quotes and all sorts of 

pictures, photographs and facts.  

At first I found this book a bit boring because I was reading it from front to 

back.  Then I realised you could open the book on random pages and read little 

snippets.  It was then I started to really enjoy this book as I learnt how a theatre 

works, how actors change costume so quickly and how they can show a person 

dying on stage realistically.  This book shows you how everything works at the 

National Theatre and how they do the sets and lighting to create a glorious 

play.  Reading this book I learnt about lots of interesting jobs in the theatre such 

as stage director, script writer, set and costume designers. 

I would recommend this book to anyone who likes going to the theatre or is 

interested in plays. 

      

 


