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Noah Hall, age 10 

A gripping adventure fantasy book 

full of wondrous beings and scary 

bad guys.  

‘Ned’s Circus of Marvels’ is a fantasy 

adventure set in the present.  It is about a 

boy called Ned who leads an ordinary life 

until the day after his thirteenth 

birthday.  On that day, his dad gets 

kidnapped by killer clowns, and Ned 

realises that humans are not the only 

creatures inhabiting this earth.  Ned sets 

out on a quest to save his dad and The 

Veil (the magical barrier masking the 

true form of the other beings). 

My favourite character is George, the 

giant, gentlemanly ape.  He protects Ned 

and is like a big brother to him.   

Even the fantastical creatures in this book seem real and believable because of 

the way the author describes them.  The book made me nervous at the beginning 

because the author’s characterisation of the clowns is really scary.   

This book is incredibly gripping and I always wanted to find out what was 

going to happen next. 

I’ve never read anything quite like ‘Ned’s Circus of Marvels’.  I think it is a 

brilliant book.  If you like ‘The Edge Chronicles’, or Artemis Fowl books, you 

definitely need to pick up this book and read it. 

 



 

James Otamendi, age 8 

Ned is just an ordinary boy who is not in the clever class at school. 

Then one night his life changes and the adventure begins when a 

clown turns up at his house. It is a great story.  

Ned is not in the clever class at school. His life in London is just ordinary, then 

one day after going to the circus a clown turns up at his house. He was confused 

because he thought he was having a nightmare. The book is full of magic and 

adventure, I liked all the characters like the witch, and the Elf but my favourite 

is Ned. It is a great book to read, quite long but full of exciting events. 

 

Ava Sorrell, age 9 

Ned is an average, normal boy. Or is he? It turns out that his Dad is hiding a 

BIG secret.  So when evil clowns come after them it comes as a big surprise to 

him.  But will Ned find out the truth? Will he be able to save his Dad and the 

world?  Why don't you find out…? 

‘Ned's Circus of Marvels’ is an exciting and scary book that after you 

begin, you will not want to put it down. 

 

Phoenix Williams, age 8 

This book started the action straight away. A very exciting book with good 

use of vocabulary. A very unique story with things you never thought 

existed. It made me laugh, cry, worry and get VERY impatient! I could 

read this book any day, any year. Would give 5 stars. One of the best 

books that I have read in my life. 

 

Llew Harrison, age 9 

Even though it was a good book I wish Justin included less 

description because it got in the way of all the action.  

Ned's life was dull, but all that changed when a clown scratches the letters Y C U 

L on his window. This sends Ned to join the circus of marvels. Then he needs to 

find Lucy the medic to help him to save the world.   

Even though it was a good book I wish Justin included less description because 

it got in the way of all the action. 

 



 

Sathana, age 10 - Baring Primary School 

I rate this book 5 out of 5 and recommend it to people who like 

adventures.  I especially like the bit where Ned has no friends and then out of 

nowhere he gets friends.  

I think it is a very interesting book and would like to read more by the same 

author. 

 

Ross O'Gorman, age 9 

Ned thinks that he is an ordinary boy living a very ordinary life with 

an over protective father. On his thirteenth birthday, everything 

changes and he learns the truth.  

‘Ned's Circus of Marvels’ is an amazing fantasy adventure, full of surprises. The 

central character is Ned. One night, he suddenly finds himself with no choice but 

to join the Circus of Marvels and he discovers that he is an Engineer like his 

father and can control atoms with his mind. He also learns that his pet mouse, 

Whiskers is really a robot. 

The Circus of Marvels is unlike any other circus Ned has ever seen. All of the 

performers are mythical beings with magical abilities or curses. There is a 

flying elephant and a talking gorilla called George who befriends Ned.  

This book is filled with a wonderful mix of characters, some good and who have 

Ned's best interests at heart and others who are evil and are really frightening. 

Ned learns that the world is going to be taken over by monsters and that it is up 

to him and a girl called Lucy, who is a Medic, to save it. He also has to find his 

father. I loved this book because it was a complete page turner. I was really 

willing Ned on to succeed in his mission. I would definitely recommend this book 

to lovers of fantasy and I hope that there will be another adventure for Ned 

soon. 

 

Josh Parcell, age 9 

Amazing 'out of this world' story.  

At first I did not think I would enjoy this book as it is not a story that I would 

normally read and the beginning was really sad. However the more I read the 

more I could not put it down, what an amazing story! 

 



 

Zoe Basson, age 9 

When I read the blurb on the back of Ned's Circus of Marvels I 

thought that I would love it, but although there are some really 

wonderful characters, I wasn't that crazy about the writing.  

My favourite character was a man that appeared to be a gorilla. I thought the 

monster characters were very interesting and has real potential to make a very 

interesting story. 

 

Bethany Urquhart, age 9 

I love this book and the way one character is actually not how they 

first seem. There are scary parts but also some sad and funny parts. 

My favourite character is George the talking gorilla because when he isn't 

bending iron bars he is reading fairytales and eating bananas. I also like 

whiskers the robotic mouse. I like how the characters are described in the book. 

 

Caye Gould  

A compelling read, keeping you wanting to know what happens 

next. The fantastic story line has many twists and turns and you are 

taken into another world.  

This book has a fantastic story line, but is paced very fast. There are no 'pauses' 

to try and digest what's happened so far. There are also a lot of character 

names to try and be able to keep track of who is who. The fantasy creatures 

names don't have capital letters, so blend with the rest of the sentence therefore 

the possible marvel and magic of what they are is lost. 

This story is a compelling read keeping you wanting to know what happens. 

The story line is wonderful with many twists and turns. You are taken into 

another world forgetting where you are and you feel as if you are watching the 

story unfold in front of you. 

Some parts of the story are highly significant and you wait paying attention to 

see their connection further in the book, whilst other parts fizzle out completely 

and have no significance at all. 

Overall a fantastic book which keeps the reader interested and intrigued from 

start to finish. 

 



 

Alex Hall Age 10 

The Circus of Marvels was like none other, it was not an entertaining 

circus, it was a military circus. The Circus fights dark creatures 

which are hidden by the veil. Ned has a quest to fight evil.  

As the title suggests, this book is about a boy called Ned, who joined a circus. 

This circus was like none other as it was not an entertaining circus, it was a 

military circus. The Circus of Marvels fought dark creatures which were hidden 

by the veil. The veil is a mysterious gateway to hundreds and hundreds of dark 

nasty creatures which are imprisoned. Ned must find another child that is very 

much like him, but is a girl called Lucy. Together they mend the source (which 

generates the veil, stopping most dark creatures getting in to the real world.) I 

liked this book because it was full of excitement and adventure. The plot was 

unique and I enjoyed it very much. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

A thrilling, magical adventure full of terrifying, fantastical 

creatures and secret worlds.  

Ned Waddlesworth is an average 12-year-old boy. He gets ‘C’ grades for all of 

his subjects, he looks completely unremarkable and there’s nothing at all special 

about him. Or so he thought until the night a hideous clown scratched the letters 

Y C U L onto his patio doors and his dad disappeared. Left with only the circus 

ticket and mysterious box that his father gave him for his birthday, Ned is 

drawn into the bizarre world of the Circus of Marvels. This is a world full of 

strange creatures like bookish gorillas and giant trolls. Ned realises that there 

are other creatures too, terrifying beasts which are hidden from humans by the 

Veil, a shield that separates the human and magical world. But the Veil is 

faltering and the Darklings are starting to cross over. As he searches for his 

father, Ned discovers a family secret, he is an Engineer like the rest of his family 

before him, which explains a lot about Whiskers, his ancient pet mouse! Ned 

needs to work with Lucy Beaumont, a Medic, as only the combined powers of an 

Engineer and a Medic can stop the Veil collapsing and save the world. But it’s 

not going to be easy. Will Ned and Lucy be strong enough to stand up to the foul 

demon Barbarossa and his Darklings and will Ned ever see his father again? 

‘Ned’s Circus of Marvels’ took me on a thrilling, magical adventure and I loved 

every minute of it. George, the polite gorilla, was a great character and I really 

liked the fantastical creatures, especially the scary ones! I found the language a 

bit tricky as there were a number of words/phrases that I didn’t recognise. It 



 

might have been faster paced if it was slightly less descriptive but otherwise it 

was a really exciting read. 

 

Alex Mazin, age 9 

Some parts of this book made me a little bit scared. I recommend this 

book if you like fantasy and the circus. I really enjoyed it.  

When I started this book I could not wait to turn to the next page. Ned is the 

main character. He has problems making friends but when he does it is with 

Archie Hinks and George Johnson. Ned also has a beautiful mouse called 

whiskers. There is a description of how Whisker's mother dies, this was well 

written.  

I like the circus, so I enjoyed the book and I liked the characters. If you like 

fantasy and the circus you will love this book. 

 

Tariq Mustfa, age 10 

Ned's Circus of Marvels is a marvel of a book. 

 It is about a boy called Ned and a girl called Lucy and it's down to them to save 

the world from a crazy butcher. 

The reason I liked the book was because it was so action packed you feel 

you have to read on. You can't stop without reading from cover to cover. 

It's not completely fantasy though, there are some real elements to the book but 

there are some things that are definitely not going to happen in the real world. 

Thats also what I like about the book, the author makes you feel like you are 

really there, like a book should. 

I would rate it five star and for children and adults aged 10+ because there 

is a bit of fighting. 

 


