
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Next Together by Lauren James 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Ayesha, age 18 

‘The Next Together’ is a unique, 

gripping and exciting novel 

which will keep you hooked from 

the very first page. 

I absolutely loved reading this story. I 

was expecting a soppy love story 

(which honestly I wouldn’t have 

minded) but the story was so much 

more. There were aspects of history, 

humour, sci-fi and romance. This was 

such a versatile story and I think it 

would be suitable for anyone despite 

their usual reading preferences.  

The characters felt so real and they 

were very easy to relate to. Katherine 

had this witty sense of humour that I 

absolutely loved, and Matthew was 

adorable and nerdy, you will not be 

able to help yourself falling in love 

with the pair of them! ‘The Next 

Together’ is definitely one of my favourite books I’ve read so far this year! My 

rating is a well-deserved 5/5 stars. 

 

Octavia Sharman 

I thoroughly enjoyed 'The Next Together'- it was a brilliant read and 

very gripping (although slightly confusing to start off with). It's such a clever 

idea and is very well written. I would definitely recommend!!  

Thank you for sending me the book :) 



 

 

Delilah Acworth  

I managed to finish ‘The Next Together’ in a day, during my GCSE exams. 

Whether that makes me lazy or simply infatuated with Lauren James's writing, 

you can decide. It's beautiful, simple and so thought provoking that I 

put it before my future. Ok, a bit dramatic. Basically just read the book. That's 

the review. Read it and enjoy. 

 

Georgia Walters 

 I was hooked from the opening pages. The stories are all told, uniquely, 
though not just usual writing but notes between the characters, maps, articles 
and letters. I loved the format. It made for such a unique reading experience. I 
thought I'd struggle to keep up with the multiple plots, but it was quite easy to 
read and Lauren James's writing is so engrossing. 

 James wrote the protagonists fantastically; no matter what time period, their 
personalities shine through (Katherine being pretty funny in many places. I had 
to suppress laughing out loud on a packed train) - though they're also quite 
different in each year. I'm always pretty cynical when it comes to romance 
books but Lauren James has written these characters and their chemistry so 
well. 

I've seen a story done like this before, but this book still felt highly original and 
compelling - from the perfectly crafted, pulse-raising plot to the instantly 
loveable and beautifully written characters. There's an almost sinister, 
underlying feeling to the plot, as there are mysterious computer-input-type 
messages throughout such as "objective achieved" / "intervention 
recommended." It had me thinking all the way through as to what they could 
mean! It made quite an intriguing mystery on the side of the main events - it's 
linked, but I'll stop talking about it now... 

Overall, maybe the most stunning début of 2015 so far... Lauren James is 
definitely an author to watch out for; her writing is astounding and the plot she 
has crafted is a rich blend of Sci-Fi, history and romance that is an absolute joy 
to read. It's a gripping, emotional roller-coaster that I highly recommend. 

www.booksandwritersjnr.wordpress.com 

www.thebookishness.tumblr.com 

@GeorgiaReads      

 

 

 



 

 

Edel Waugh 

I love this modern day story of time travel and the awesome characters at 

the centre of it all. A must read for all time travel fans. 

This is the story about two people , Katherine and Matthew who keep meeting each 

other in different ways from the 1700's , 1800's etc. up to 2039. 

Each Katherine and Matthew have their own unique story , but they are linked together 

through time in a beautifully told way, finding each other and falling in love over and 

over again like they are destined to be together.  The story is a mixture of history and 

science told in many ways, through letters, social media etc. and depending on the time 

we meet the couple it is a good insight into each particular time in history. 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogsppt.com 

 

Millie Finbow, age 13 

If you love History and stories about people you will enjoy this. It jumps 

backwards and forwards in time too.  

This is a very clever book. I had to work hard to understand the style of the book to 

begin with but once I got going it was fast paced and a good read. There are lots of 

different information in the book from articles documents, maps to emails so fun to 

read. Definitely not boring. I felt like an explorer going backwards and forwards in 

time. I would recommend it for 13+ I think. 

 


