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Rose Heathcote, age 15 

A must read for teenage boys, 

however, girls don’t be put off as I 

really enjoyed reading it.  The plot 

is easy to follow, it is a quick read 

thriller.  

A well written book, with plenty going on 

to keep you interested.  The characters are 

well developed and the detailed 

description of the story set makes it easy 

for you to visualise what’s happening 

throughout the story.  Zinny the main 

character is living in fear of his life 

because his mum gets involved with a 

unscrupulous character.  Zinny knows 

that he is involved in something illegal but 

he has little choice, he has to carry on 

because he needs to protect his family.  

This is a real nail-biting, page turning 

thriller and I would definitely recommend 

it to my friends. I would give it 4 stars 

****. 

 

Jack Wilson, age 12 

A scary story that makes you paranoid.  

‘Night Runner’ is an engaging,amazing and well written book. The 

characters are in depth and the events that happen in the book really make you 

think what it would be like in their shoes. It also gives a second side to life, as 

you find that many characters have dark secrets and really makes you 

paranoid that there is crime happening around you. I would recommend this 



book to anyone 12 and over. The suspense and surreal environment really 

stimulate fear and terror into you as the plot builds up. 

 

Amber Morgan, age 13 - Thomas Cowley School 

A mind-boggling book that makes your heart beat at double speed 

and your adrenalin rush.  From the moment I picked up this book I didn't 

want to put it down.  There are so many twists in the story line and an ending 

different to what you would expect. 

There are many characters in the book, all with very unique personalities.  I 

think that Bowler is a very gifted author as I would always find myself 

picturing the characters and their surroundings when reading the book. 

It has an ingenious plot that makes you want to read on forever. 

Because of its unbelievably captivating story lines this book is one of 

the best, imaginative and chilling books I have ever read.  I will 

definitely be wishing for a sequel as well as looking for more books by this 

brilliant author. 

 

Conor Kelly age 16 -  St. Colm’s High School  

I really love reading Tim Bowler books.  He is a great author and knows what 

teenagers are all about.  I also think it is important when choosing a book that it 

is not too long a story and the chapters are short. This one fits everything I 

like in a book and I read it in two evenings. 

The story centres around Zinny, a teenage boy who is pretty miserable and 

unhappy.  His family are trying to make ends meet and although he loves his 

mum and dad they don’t seem to treat him well.  There is a feeling of neglect and 

ill-treatment and on top of that he is horribly bullied at school so he tends to 

“bunk-off”. 

Things come to a head when he is aware of two sinister men watching his house.  

When his mother confronts the men she is shot.  His father has been working as 

a delivery man, but when Zinny phones his dad’s work he learns he was sacked 

three months earlier. This leaves Zinny wondering what his dad is up to. 

Zinny is sucked into the sleazy parts of town by becoming a “runner”.  He has to 

try and save his mum and dad from being killed by delivering packages to some 

very unsavoury characters. 

The novel was very fast moving and exciting with an unexpected 



ending.  I felt really sorry and scared for Zinny throughout the story but what 

a satisfactory conclusion to a really great read. 

 

Josh Hall, age 14 

A good book, overall.  

When Zinny's mother is shot and his father disappears, he is not sure what to 

do. He knows the man who is threatening him to keep quiet about a burglary is 

at the bottom of it, but what can he do to stop him...that won't get him 

kidnapped...or worse, killed? 

I particularly enjoyed how the men chasing Zinny were always watching, this 

added great suspense to the story, however, it was a bit boring in parts. Also, I 

don't think there was really a need for all the bad language. This spoils it in my 

opinion. 

 

Oliver May, age 12 

I thoroughly loved the book, it was a great page-turner that I could 

not put down! I would highly recommend it to people aged approximately 12 - 

15. The book itself is about a boy called Zinny who starts getting nervous when 

he sees people hanging around outside the house, watching it. This is a great 

mystery novel and it has a highly unpredicted end. The book also had a tiny bit 

of comedy, but if you are squeamish I would not recommend it. This is a book 

that you cannot miss if you are a great fan of Tim Bowler and it has given me a 

taste for his books. 

 

Jacob Lawrence, age 11 

This book will give you an edge of your seat thriller. With a great 

storyline and twists I would recommend this to fans of the ‘Hunger 

Games.’  

I thought this book had a good storyline but had a little too much swearing for 

my personal taste. I think I would have enjoyed it more if I were a teenager. I 

liked the plot because all the time, apart from the end, you didn’t get the full 

story. I loved the fact it was full of misdirection. My dislikes on ‘Night Runner’ 

was the amount of swearing it had in it (teens will probably love that) and some 

of the scenes made me feel a bit sick including when ‘Flash Coat’ put a gun down 

Zinnys throat.  I thought Zinny was a character I could follow easily. I began to 



feel sorry for him after the first paragraph with his family situation and the 

men who keep watching his house. Overall to anyone over the age of twelve or 

fans of books such as ‘The Hunger Games’, ‘Gone’ or ‘Skulduggery Pleasant’ I 

think this book would provide a cracking read. From me this book would get 

four stars out of five. 

 

Charlotte Rosevear, age 10 

This book is about a boy called Zinny. Not a suitable name especially for a 

fifteen year old. Zinny is scared. Outside his house is a strange man. Flash coat. 

That's what Zinny calls him. When his mum goes outside to swear at the man, 

he draws something out of his pocket and suddenly his mum is on the ground 

the man laughing and looking back up at the window. Without thinking he runs 

out, exactly what flash coat wanted.  Then when he tries to run away shadowy 

figures are following him. His class bully is suddenly being nice to him  and 

telling the others to lay of him, spink, the class bully, has started to hang around 

him standing up for him. Zinny is in on the scheme. He has to deliver packages 

to people and get another before 3:00 am but by the time he has delivered the 

2nd one it is already 2:00am. What will happen?  Zinny goes into hospital and 

someone ends up dead. But who dies? Read to find out! I really enjoyed this 

book, I was bored at the beginning but soon got into it and loved it. 

 

Georgina Bellingham, age 11 

I have reviewed ‘Night Runner’ and was pleasantly surprised when I found I got 

gripped within the first few pages. I started reading ‘Night Runner’ and couldn't 

put it down, I got shouted at for reading too late but the book was so good, it 

would be a crime to not read it. When it finished I was upset because it was the 

end of such a gripping story. Tthis story has everything any enjoyable book 

needs, excitement, drama, feelings and always that mysteriousness of the story. 

It would be a crime against nature to not read this book. I have read it and told 

my friend about it and I am letting her borrow it. This is a book that all ages 

can enjoy, I will probably read it again and again. It is about a young boy, who 

gets into trouble again and again. It gets worse when his parents are in danger. 

Then his school bully gets involved. I think this story will be a number one best 

seller. One person gets into to trouble, then another, then another. And it all lies 

on one persons shoulders. This was a fantastic and exciting journey 

through tough times. Enjoy.  

 



Amie Coffman, age 9 

This book was so different from the books I normally read.  It was exciting 

and scary.  I couldn’t put it down but was almost too frightened to 

read it at times – especially at night!  But it was fantastic and I couldn’t 

wait to read to the end to see what would happen.  Zinny, the main character, is 

courageous and determined and will do anything to help save his family.  He is 

so brave, having to do things he wouldn’t normally do to secure their freedom.  I 

highly recommend this book to both girls and boys.  A must read! 

 

Sam Saddler, age 12 

 ‘Night Runner’ is the first book by Tim Bowler which I have read and 

unfortunately it has put me off reading any more of his novels as I found the 

story took a while to kick off and was still not very exciting due to the way 

it was written. There was far too much description for unnecessary things and 

not enough description for the more relevant things. Another reason was that 

the main character was not very exciting and neither was his lifestyle. The plot 

was fairly straightforward and often predictable which I feel is not good. On the 

bright side I think that the character of Zinny’s dad was a great as he was 

unpredictable and although at the start he may not have seemed nice he turned 

out to be a kind, caring person. I would recommend this book to a slightly 

younger audience and I would rate it 3 out of 5. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 


