
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The One Dollar Horse by Lauren St John 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Poppy Stephens, age 10 

This book was amazing and I 

couldn’t put it down. I loved it so 

much I can’t wait to read the 

second one!  

‘The One Dollar Horse’ is about a 16 

year old girl called Casey who dreams 

about winning the Badminton Horse 

Trials. But she has one problem, her 

dad has a criminal record so therefore 

can’t get a job which means she doesn’t 

have enough money to buy a horse let 

alone keep it in a good condition. All 

that changes when she rescues a horse 

from the knackers yard and takes care 

of it. 

Casey and this horse both had horrible 

pasts but can that change for the best? 

Will she be able to take care of this 

horse that she cares so much about? 

And will she be able to make it to 

Badminton Horse Trials? 

 

Isabel  Kardos-Stowe, age 10 

I loved ‘The One Dollar Horse’ and just couldn't put it down. The 

description was lovely; I could picture every scene. I would rate this 

book 10/10, a must read.  

‘The One Dollar Horse’ is about a 17 year old girl called Casey Blue. She is horse 

mad, and has always dreamed about riding at the world's greatest Three Day 

Event: The Badminton Horse Trials. However those dreams are a long way off 



 

 

as, at the moment, she is living in an East London flat block with an out of work 

father, volunteering at Hopeless Lane Riding School and working as a Saturday 

job at a tea garden. When she rescues a horse in a dreadful state from being 

killed for a dollar, a glimmer of hope is found, but will distractions like a boy 

with melty, dreamy, brown eyes stop her from fulfilling her dream? 

 I think this is one of my favourite books I have ever read! It was gripping and I 

just couldn't put it down! My favourite character was Mrs Smith because she 

believed in Casey even when no one else did, she taught Casey how to ride and, 

like some other people in the book, she has a story to tell. I think anyone over the 

age of 9 could read this book.  

 

Poppy, age 15 

I thought that 'The One Dollar Horse' was a very touching story, that was 

well written. It had strong characters and a good storyline. It was 

easy to get into and imagine the people, and it ended well.  

 

Ella Day, age 11 

‘The One Dollar Horse’ captures your imagination and transports you to 

London. Casey is a creative and unique girl who helps a horse in poor condition 

to get back to it's former self. I would recommend this book to horse 

lovers and adventure seekers. The storykeeps you gripped from 

beginning to end and you don't want to put it down. 

 

 

    


