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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Amanda Gray -  

www.beautifulbookishbutterflies.blogspot.co.uk  

A great debut novel surrounding friendship, 

relationships, and what it means to be a true 

hero.  

‘Othergirl’ is definitely going to be a winner for 

some younger teens just coming into their 

young adult genres. Burstein's characters and 

their relationships with one another are honest 

and down to earth, relating to the teenage 

struggles and perils friendships do indeed go 

through at that time, and for once, it's lovely to 

see a friendship relationship take centre stage, 

as far too often, a romance is everything. Its 

plot and premise was interesting and unique 

sounding, although it played out as I expected, 

but it was executed well and I definitely 

enjoyed reading ‘Othergirl’ - it was 

something new and definitely worthy of 

my time. A great debut novel 

surrounding friendship, relationships, 

and what it means to be a true hero. 

 

Jessica Anderson, age 12 

When I received this book, my expectations of it were quite low – I don’t like 

books about fantasy.  However, after just a few pages, I got completely sucked 

into the story and all the bold, colourful characters.  

‘Other Girl’ was full of twists and surprises.  It is completely novel in 

its writing style and ideas.  It is a very compelling read and is very 

intense in places. 



 

 

The story is about a girl whose best friend has super powers! Sometimes 

though, Louise can’t help feeling a bit left out, what with always being in the 

background.   

As Erica gets more and more appreciated for her powers Louise ends up having 

to do all the left over work – fixing costumes, boy problems, and writing out all 

of Erica’s homework for her!  And the Vigils, the superhero team that are the 

elite police force, really as nice as they seem? 

Join Erica as she soon gets caught up in a situation that she can’t fly her way 

out of, and Louise who is left to save the day with only a dreary librarian for 

help…  

This book has taught me a lot about stranger danger.  Reading this book has 

made me appreciate normality more and also the bonds of friendship. 

  

Destiny Maraj, age 13 

‘Othergirl’ was an unreal novel which I loved reading. I loved the 

plot and all the twists and turns. It was a very intense, witty book 

with a lot of suspense. I really enjoyed reading this novel! 

 

Edel Waugh - www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com  

This is the story about a teenager called Louise, if it was not bad enough being a 

teenager in the first place imagine if your best friend Erica was an undercover 

superhero in present day with some really hot superpowers. Of course being the 

sidekick to a superhero is not easy, there is the constant fear of getting found 

out, helping repair outfits and trying to live your own life too. This was a fun 

read, I really enjoyed these characters especially the friendship 

between Louise and Toby, it was adorable! The one character I did not 

enjoy was good looking bad boy Jay... The secret superhero world building was 

great fun and it was fun to imagine secret societies like this. I recommended 

this to any YA fan, especially if you like comic books. 

 

Susanna, age 12 

I loved this book because it was very funny and down to earth, and 

though it contained superheroes, it seemed very realistic!  

‘Othergirl’ is a fantastic book that grips you all the way through. It’s all about a 

girl called Louise and her best friend Erica. Only Erica is a superhero! She’s 



 

 

determined to make it to the top and be the best superhero she can be, only it’s 

not so easy when the people you trust don’t agree with the people who can make 

your dreams come true. Who should Erica trust?  

When Erica starts to discover more powers and grow stronger as a superhero, 

Louise starts to feel left out. Erica is finding out about things she’s bursting to 

tell Louise, only isn’t allowed. Louise will do anything to find out more, but then 

finds out that she needs to accept she isn’t part of her friend’s story anymore. 

Erica has moved on, and Louise needs to start living in her own world. What 

could possibly go wrong to a normal teenager? 

I loved this book because it was very funny and down to earth, and though it 

contained superheroes, it seemed very realistic! 

 

Rosie Cousins 

I fell in love with ‘Othergirl’ the first time I read it. I was completely 

taken away by the similarities of Erica and I get, as she is a big superhero and I 

am not, I love the way she is so talented and still worrying about boys like many 

teenage girls do! By having two contrasting main characters anyone could 

easily connect to this amazing idea of super girl and her friend. This is why I 

would recommend this book to many girls around my age to get 

giggling and talking about this book. 

 

Thora, age 13 – www.teerosiebooks.blogspot.com  

A little dull and childish if I am to be honest. I wouldn't recommend it and hope 

Burstein's next novel will be better.  

I liked this book to begin with but as it progressed I realised how terrible it was. 

Socially awkward girl, perfect friend, boy, danger, love. It's all you need for a 

stock YA novel.  

Louise is extremely annoying, constantly fretting and telling us everything that 

could go wrong. I admit I basically just described myself but I found it 

unbearable to read. Her thought process is like a ramble and she gets angry far 

too easily. Louise is always emphasising how everyone prefers Erica, and I 

know why. Jay is also an extremely annoying character - he's not so much evil 

than he gets in the way of Lou-Lou and Erica's special friendship.  

I can't exactly write more about this book without cringing. It's not great, or 

even particularly funny, which is a shame, as I expected good things. 



 

 

Hopefully Burstein's next novel will be better. 

 

Sorcha Crumlish, age 12  

Good book.  Like the way that the main character isn't the special 

one. The way it’s described, you could definitely believe that it's a 

true story! 

 

Molly, age 14 - Rodborough School 

The suspense was incredible I was always wondering what was 

going to happen on the next page.  

I really enjoyed reading ‘Other Girl’, the suspense was incredible I was always 

wondering what was going to happen on the next page. It’s perfect for any 

young girls who love to read, laugh and superheroes, the book is also super 

relatable and touching I would definitely recommend it to a friend and have 

already been raving about how much I loved it. I can’t wait for a sequel or 

anything else written by Nicole Burstein. 

 

Angel, age 14 - Rodborough School 

‘Other Girl’ is an action packed book about a world where superheroes 

exist with the most amazing powers.  

They’re called Vigils; they can do loads of awesome things, like fly. The story 

follows two girls, Louise and Erica, who are the best of friends and hide an 

important secret. Erica has powers. 

This book is written in a way which kept me interested and made me excited to 

know what would happen next. I was hooked from the very first page. The 

pacing was very good and the character development was excellent. I felt as if I 

knew them; they were made relatable and I saw myself in Louise. The book is 

ultimately about friendship and succeeds in teaching the reader about what it 

means to have true friends. 

I would give this book an easy 10/10 for its impeccable writing and heartfelt 

moments. I recommend this to all teenage boys and girls, it’s definitely 

worth reading. 

 

 



 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Wow, I didn't think this was for me, but it’s amazing. Loved it!  

Louise as a best friend who is a superhero. Erica as powers and she wants to 

join the Vigil-A team. Louise thinks she herself would be rubbish at being a 

superhero anyway. She is a bit jealous that she doesn't have any powers. Erica 

still wants a 'normal' life, she wants Louise to put a updated zip pocket on her 

costume, so she can call her boyfriend when she's flying. Erica hasn't seen her 

Dad in ages and doesn't get on with her Mom at all (Liza). Louise doesn't get on 

with her Mom either, but not to the degree of Erica's.  

Will Erica get to join the Vigil-A team? 

Will Louise get powers of her own? 

Read now to find out! Thanks 

 

 


