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Morgan Steigmann, age 16 

Hood ingeniously captures the 

essence of what it is like to be 

affected by a catastrophic illness, 

creating a captivating story that I, 

for one, couldn’t put down.  

Living in the shadow of her sister’s 

illness, Jane’s life has been rendered a 

monotony of hospital trips, bus journeys, 

silent evenings with her boyfriend, and 

scraping through the few lessons she 

attends with a C grade average. Despite 

constant worries about her sister, and 

never quite being able to do enough 

around her house to help her parents, 

Jane’s routine has become normality for 

her- after all, it has been identical for 

three years. But when she meets 

mysterious and charismatic Farley, Jane remembers what it is to live, and 

realises her ‘normal’ could have a somewhat better alternative…  

Unique from any book I have previously read, Hood ingeniously captures the 

essence of what it is like to be affected by a catastrophic illness, without being 

drawn in to the stereotypical young adult cancer story. Despite the language 

being quite easy, especially for those old enough to fully comprehend such a 

sensitive issue, in this instance that simply allows for greater focus on the 

storyline, which I can assure you does not end in the way you’ll expect.   

Through her complex characters, and ability to perfectly gauge the thoughts of 



 

a teenage girl, Hood once again crafts a captivating story that I, for one, 

couldn’t put down. Furthermore, unlike most young adult stories, Hood 

addresses multiple topical issues seemingly with ease, undoubtedly creating a 

more accurate portrayal of what it is like to be the sister without the illness. 

 

Amy Laws, age 14 

Emotional, powerful and compelling, I loved 'Plain Jane' from the 

very first page.  

I was a massive fan of 'Finding A Voice' and the latest novel from Kim Hood 

was certainly not a letdown.  

I loved this book from the very first page as I read about Jane and discovered 

how she was dealing with her sister's illness. This novel is very powerful as it 

shows how illness not only affects the patient, it can also affect the wellbeing of 

friends and other family members. I would definitely recommend this book to 

anyone who enjoys reading stories about family relationships and how they 

change as the family has to adapt to the new circumstances that it is 

experiencing. 

For fans of books such as 'The Fault In Our Stars', 'My Sister's Keeper' and 

'Dandelion Clocks' this book is a must read. 

 

Megan West, age 14 

This book is packed with so much emotion and creative story-telling, 

I didn’t think my heart would keep up.  

Wow. I enjoyed every part of this book and couldn’t put it down. I thought Jane 

was so intriguing and I couldn’t help but fear for her as the plot unravelled. I 

loved that it wasn’t a book about the girl dying of cancer, but more the people 

around her. I thought it was written so fantastically, and every page added 

something new and valued to the plot. The way Jane’s thoughts and emotions 

were written as she became more manic, were completely fascinating, and they 

really captivated me. Overall, I really loved this book and I think it is so 

important for young people to read. 

 

Maisie Sadler, age 14  

‘Plain Jane’ was a very exciting, gripping and touching read that 

showed the real struggles of someone with a sibling who has cancer!  



 

What I love about this story is the way the author Kim Hood, didn't write a 

story about the cancer patient herself, it was a story of how Jane dealt with this 

in her life! It very rarely written about but is something that needs to be written 

about more, the other child who is mainly forgotten about.   

Kim writes this story in Jane’s perspective and has done an excellent job of 

expressing Jane’ feeling throughout the whole book as more and more parts 

become apparent. I enjoyed guessing what would happen next and getting 

emotionally attached to Jane herself!  

An unforgettable and must read book for all teens! 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story of one family's heartbreaking story of having a family member 

with cancer told through the eyes of the daughter Jane. Jane is really struggling 

with seeing her younger sister Emma suffer and her whole family life is shaken 

and unsteady, my heart went out to them all, you really feel for each character 

as they are all individually effected as well as a whole family.  

Seeing how even the small details of life can be altered when a family 

member is seriously ill is very thought provoking and at times I had 

tears in my eyes. Although the story is primarily about a family member with 

cancer it is also about mental health. I think it was sensitive to the issues as well 

as being informative. This is a must read! 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/03/plain-jane-by-kim-wood-

review.html?m=1 

 

Katherine, age 14  

‘Plain Jane’ is a very interesting novel told from the perspective of a girl who 

finds it difficult to be interested in anything, often skips school and whose 

parents generally ignore what she does. The book is split into different sections 

as well as chapters. These sections relate to the speed of images she gets running 

through her head. I found this a very captivating book because it is told at a 

point in her life when she is actually suffering from an illness although she and 

her family don't realise it. It shows how as the illness takes hold Jane becomes 

more reckless and also loses track of time. She develops an interest in 

photography and art after meeting Farley, who helps her whenever she needs it. 

Towards the end people ask her what is wrong with her but she doesn't know 

and becomes more frantic and the images come faster and time just disappears 



 

from her altogether. Although she doesn't manage to stop something happening 

to her sister, she does bring the family back together. Her illness makes her 

family realise how they have just left her to sort herself out and expected her to 

fine. They also realise that if they had been around more they might have 

noticed before things got too out of hand. Overall I think the novel ‘Plain 

Jane’ is an excellent book and really shows what it is like to grow up 

in a family where one child has been ill for a long time and the other 

finds it hard to cope. Throughout it shows a strong sisterly bond that isn't 

always noticeable but once you finish the book you can see it. A brilliant book, I 

recommend this to everyone 13+, it is a truly brilliant book. 

 

Emily Price, age 13 

I must admit, 'Plain Jane' has not been my favourite storyline out of all of the 

books I have reviewed. I think this because it's quite sad and upsetting. 

Because of Emma's illness, I just finding the book depressing and off-putting. 

Although the story picks up when she meets Farley, I was quickly drawn away 

from the book. The blurb made Jane sound the most boring person that you 

would ever meet. I think the problem is, is that it doesn't suit my age group. I 

recommend this book to 14-16 year olds.  

 

Humaira, age 17 

I was so excited to read this book. Somehow it's left me disappointed.  

I was looking forward to reading ‘Plain Jane’. It sounded like the sort of story I 

would read but honestly I didn't enjoy it as much as I would have liked. The 

writing was a bit all over the place and I didn't really like the narrative- I found 

it sort of annoying. Having said that, I think this book is for younger teens and 

that's probably one of the reasons that I didn't connect with it. 

Follow Humaira on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/ 

 

Jessica Anderson, age 13 

At first, when I started reading ‘Plain Jane’, I thought it was going to be really 

good.  It is about a girl called Jane whose sister has cancer.  Jane struggles with 

the lack of attention she has because her parents give all their attention to her 

poorly sister. 

Jane starts skiving school and her parents don’t even notice.  There are some 



 

really good, strong characters in this book.  Farley, Jane’s new friend, is 

determined to make Jane think of her herself rather than of her sick sister.  He is 

a very believable character. 

The content of this book deals with issues of cancer and also bipolar 

depression.  There are some good parts in it but on the whole I do not 

rate it much.  There is little distinction between Jane’s manic periods and her 

times when she is slower and depressed.  It might have been written like this to 

protect readers from knowing the full implications of having a mental illness. 

The book also appeared to have a focus on music as each part of the book has 

the name of a musical tempo and at the beginning of each chapter there are 

some musical notations.  However, I did not feel that music was actually a 

strong theme in this book so I was uncertain of the relevance of this. 

 

Amelie Chatham, age 13 

If you liked ‘The Fault In Our Stars’ you will love ‘Plain Jane’.  

Jane spends her time struggling to understand her sister's cancer and 

wondering whether life is really worth it. But then she meets Farley and her life 

seems to finally start to make sense. But there's still one shadow lurking in the 

background and it's about to tear apart Jane and Farley's new found 

friendship. 

 

Destiny 

This novel really pulled on my heart strings, I loved the twist in the 

novel and thought it was absolutely brilliant.  I liked how the author 

included a failing romance but a blossoming one as well.  Overall I loved ‘Plain 

Jane’. 

  

Jodi Coffman, age 14 

For the past three years, Jane has lived in the shadow of her sister’s illness.  Her 

parents are never around and don’t seem to notice that she hardly goes to 

school. Her life is full of long bus rides to the hospital and is very boring.  But 

one day, she meets Farley.  He sees everything differently.  He’s interesting. 

When things get really hard maybe he is the one she can count on.  I thought 

this book was really wonderful.  It was very unique and interesting 

to read.  I recommend it to any person looking for a more interesting love 



 

story.  

 

Olivia Dally-Fitzsimons, age 12 

This book is really good and very intriguing and I would recommend 

it.  

 

 


