
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Precious and the Monkeys by Alexander McCall Smith 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Alexander Bisland, age 9 

Alexander McCall Smith is one of my 

favourite authors and I have read 

quite a few books written by him. 

Out of all his books this is my 

favourite. This is the first book in the ‘No. 

1 Ladies Detective Agency’ and is all about 

Precious’s first case and it was at her 

school.  Somebody had broken rule number 

1 – “Don’t help yourself to other people’s 

things!” Precious has found out that 

Tapiwa’s cake, Sepo’s sandwich and Mama 

Molipi’s iced buns had been stolen – BUT 

WHO IS THE CULPRIT?  

A boy called Poloko was being accused 

because he was fat and had sticky hands. 

But Precious doesn’t think that it was him 

so she decides to find out! 

Does Precious find out who it is?  

Is Poloko actually the culprit? 

If Precious does find the culprit, how can she prove who it is?  

If you read the book, you will find out!  

I enjoyed this book a lot because the two morals are important:  

• Don’t accuse people when you have no evidence.  

• “When you want to do something, really want to do it, then you can, you 

really can”.  

I recommend this book to age 8+ detective lovers.  

I give this book 100/100. At the beginning of the book, it said, “Many people 

who ask lots of questions become detectives because that is what detectives have 



 

 

to do”. Me and Precious have something in common, we ask lots of questions so 

maybe someday I will be a detective too!  

 

Charlie Swan, age 8 

This book is about a eight year old girl named Precious, who is a detective, and 

eventually solves an important mystery.  Lots of her friends’ things go missing.  

Her classmates suspect the culprit is a boy named Poloko but Precious is not so 

sure.   

The book is set in Botswana, a country in Africa.  Africa was a good, 

imaginative place to set a book.  

It was very interesting and exciting, and I couldn’t wait to see who the culprit 

was.  Precious was a very clever girl, because she found out that her father had 

made up a story and she solved the mystery step-by-step.   

The book is very well-illustrated.  The pictures look like they have 

come to life. After I had read a few pages I just couldn’t stop reading 

it.   When I am a bit older I would like to read the other Precious books. 

 

Emily Lonsdale, age 8 

Great book, I love detective stories and I love animal stories and so 

this was a great book for me.  

‘Precious and the Monkeys’ is about a little girl called Precious who wanted to be 

a detective and this was her first case. She had to solve the case of the missing 

cakes and bread and everyone thought it was a little boy.  

It was a fabulous book. I have read one other in the series and I loved that too. 

 

Amelie Chatham, age 11 

Alexander McCall Smith has an amazing talent for story telling.  

This is my first Alexander McCall Smith book, but it certainly won't be the last.  

‘Precious and the Monkeys’ is a short story which I would recommend to both 

adults and children of all ages. 

Set in Botswana this book tells the story of a young girl called Precious, a school 

girl, who's dream is to become a detective.  

She starts her career as a detective in her school, trying to discover who is 



 

 

stealing the confectionary.  

The illustrations in this book are beautiful and really bring the book to life. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

A really heartwarming story about an eight year old girl who has 

her own detective agency later on in life. This is her first case trying 

to discover who is pinching snacks. Can you guess who?  

I didn't really know a lot about Botswana before reading this book, but now, 

thanks to Precious, I have a greater understanding of the African country. Life 

there is so much different and Precious is a really kind caring girl who later in 

life will become a great detective.  I loved the part in the book where she dreams 

about being in the trees with the monkeys. There is a valuable lesson to be learnt 

from this book. I read it in about an hour as I found that I had to carry on as I 

turned each page, wanting to know what happened. I think the outcome is 

pretty easy to guess and I think it is probably more of a girls book but I did 

enjoy reading it. 

 

Robyn Loveless, age 9 

A brilliant story about a young girl in Botswana called Precious 

Ramotswe and how she found out who was stealing things from her 

friends.  

I thought this book was brilliant as it was a good easy to read story.  I enjoyed 

following Precious as she found out who had been stealing her friends snacks.  

The opening got my attention straight away and I read the book all in one go as 

I was keen to find out who the thief was.  I also liked learning about what it was 

like in Botswana and the illustrations that went with the story.  I felt sorry for 

Poloko getting the blame and was glad Precious proved it wasn't him!  I am 

looking forward to reading more stories about Precious as she is a great 

character.  I hope Alexander writes some more aimed at children! 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 (and mum) 

A lovely story which has something to offer readers of all ages, this 

is a thoroughly enjoyable, gentle, gem of a book.  

‘Precious and the Monkeys’ introduces readers to the young Precious Ramotswe, 

a true detective at heart.  It is a lovely story which has something to offer 



 

 

readers of all ages.  My 10 year old son enjoyed it mainly because of the mystery 

of the disappearing food which Precious tries to solve.  He liked her character, 

the fact that she was a nice, kind girl who attended a happy school.  Her life in 

Botswana helped him to consider how different life is for children around the 

world.  He liked the tricks she used to catch the thief and overall, he really 

enjoyed the mystery.  As an adult who has already read and loved a number of 

the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, ‘Precious and the Monkeys’ gave the 

opportunity to fill-out the character of Precious and discover a little about her 

childhood.  It could be appreciated even if you’ve never read any of the adult 

series and would, in fact, act as a very nice introduction to it.  Written in 

Alexander McCall Smith’s usual, easy style, this is a thoroughly enjoyable, 

gentle, gem of a book. 

 

Sophie Bridges, age 11 

This book is interesting but it is a bit young for my age. This book 

would be more appropriate for children aged 8 – 10. 

 

Brodie Greenslade, age 8 

A lovely, warm story of a girl called Precious and her first detective 

case.  

‘Precious and the Monkeys’ is a brilliant story about a girl named Precious 

Ramotswe. She goes to a nice school in Botswana, her homeland. The teachers, 

pupils and even the school cat are happy at the school until food starts to go 

missing.  

Some people think that a boy is responsible for the thefts but Precious believes 

that there is another explanation... 

Precious needs to prove her theory so she comes up with a plan to catch the 

thieves; a very sneaky and funny plan indeed... 

I really liked ‘Precious and the Monkeys’ because it was nicely written, easy to 

read, funny and had a mystery to be solved. Precious is a very likeable 

character too. I would recommend this book to everyone, and also the Akimbo 

stories by the same author. 

 

Katie Johnson, age 10 

After reading the blurb on the back of this book, I was rather intrigued and 



 

 

wanting to find out who was the thief. 

Once I had turned the first page, I was finding it really tricky to stop 

reading!  It was a lot shorter than I expected and the plot was simpler than I 

had anticipated, but all in all, I enjoyed it. 

However, I must admit that half way through the book I figured out the plot, but 

I still found it a good book. 

 

James & Alex, age 9 & 8 

A fun story about Precious the detective and all different characters 

in Botswana. We really wanted to know what happened in the 

mystery of the thief at the school.  

We loved this story. It was good to learn about Botswana and Precious is a very 

interesting character. We liked her telling us about how she wants to be a 

detective when she grows up and how she looked for evidence in the mystery of 

the thief at school. There was also a moral to the story which we liked. The 

pictures in the book were funny and brought to life some of the characters and 

animals. We will definitely read other books in the series. 

 

Olivia Faulkner, age 7 

I think that ‘Precious and the Monkeys’ is a very good book.  It is about a little 

girl called Precious, who's mum died when she was born, she lives with her dad 

in Botswana in Africa.  Precious's school is next to a jungle, one day a few iced 

buns went missing and everyone thought that a little boy called Poloko stole 

them as he had sticky fingers.   Precious likes Poloko and doesn't think he did it, 

she decides to become a detective and trap the real thief by making a cake filled 

with glue!  When Precious's class was working one day, a loud shriek came from 

outside the classroom and the real thieves were caught... 

I really enjoyed this book and I like it that Alexander McCall Smith has spelled 

out the words that are hard to pronounce, for example he has written 

RAM.OTS.WE for Precious's surname and  TAP.EE.WAH for a girl in her class 

and PO.LO.KO for the boy they think is a thief.  The pictures are good too.   

I can't wait to read the next books about Precious, I know they are 

going to be great.  

Thanks for sending me this book. 

I LOVED it. 



 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 12 

Precious is a school girl who lives in Botswana in Africa. At her school there are 

thefts of cake.  Precious decides to investigate.  I loved the plot line and the fact 

that it had a Moral to the story.  The characters were well explained. I found the 

character of Precious to be interesting. I didn't put this book down once 

the whole time I was reading it. I would definitely recommend it.  

Five out of five stars.  

 

    


