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Izzy Read, age 12 

‘Private Peaceful’ is an age

starting from him as a boy and then, as a man. 

It is a story of growing up; from the eyes of a 

boy, in a tough world. It brings up different 

issues, such as the unfairness and injustice of 

war; killing innocent men for no particular 

reason. It was one of the saddest books I have 

ever read, and I have read a lot of sad books. It 

was one of those stories where you turn the last 

page and say, oh; when you’ve just realised 

what actually happened. I wish it was a happy 

ending though, but in general it was 

emotive and inspiring book. 

 

Ashley Masters, age 16

‘Private Peaceful’ is a very emotive book. 
The book is full of jealousy, grief, joy and 
anger (basically all emotions).  I believe 
that Michael Morpurgo
reader into the book and making them read on and on.
 
This book is a flashback describing the whole of Thomas Peaceful's life up until 
the present day and the aftermath of a tragic ending. This novel i
before the start of World 
 
The book is about the calm, peaceful and tranquil life of Thomas Peaceful and 
his life in the countryside. However, then the war starts and Thomas and his 
brother Charlie are forced to go to France to 
the most devastating things like pain, grief and the death of his fellow friends; 
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is an age-old story of Tommo, 

starting from him as a boy and then, as a man. 

It is a story of growing up; from the eyes of a 

boy, in a tough world. It brings up different 

issues, such as the unfairness and injustice of 

war; killing innocent men for no particular 

the saddest books I have 

ever read, and I have read a lot of sad books. It 

was one of those stories where you turn the last 

page and say, oh; when you’ve just realised 

what actually happened. I wish it was a happy 

ending though, but in general it was a very 

emotive and inspiring book.  

Ashley Masters, age 16   

a very emotive book. 
The book is full of jealousy, grief, joy and 
anger (basically all emotions).  I believe 
that Michael Morpurgo has done a very good job of hooking the 
reader into the book and making them read on and on.

This book is a flashback describing the whole of Thomas Peaceful's life up until 
the present day and the aftermath of a tragic ending. This novel i

orld War One and leads into it.  

The book is about the calm, peaceful and tranquil life of Thomas Peaceful and 
his life in the countryside. However, then the war starts and Thomas and his 
brother Charlie are forced to go to France to fight. Once there he will experience 
the most devastating things like pain, grief and the death of his fellow friends; 

Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 

has done a very good job of hooking the 
reader into the book and making them read on and on. 

This book is a flashback describing the whole of Thomas Peaceful's life up until 
the present day and the aftermath of a tragic ending. This novel is set just 

The book is about the calm, peaceful and tranquil life of Thomas Peaceful and 
his life in the countryside. However, then the war starts and Thomas and his 

fight. Once there he will experience 
the most devastating things like pain, grief and the death of his fellow friends; 



however he will also find love. 
 
This book is a great read for anyone no matter what genre of books they prefer. 
This is why it has won so many awards such the Red House children's book 
award in 2004. 
 
You can follow Ashley on Twitter:  @ReviewsLone 
  
 
Emma Baird, age 11   

 
 ‘Private Peaceful’ is a tragic war story following the traumatic life of Tommo 
Peaceful.  Tommo lives with his mother and two brothers, Charlie and Big Joe. 
Tommo’s father died when he was younger and it’s something 
Tommo feels very responsible for... 
 
In this book Tommo goes and fights in the First World War with his brother 
Charlie, but not until he has lived an exciting, and adventurous childhood first... 
 
My favourite part of this book was when the Germans sent out the gas. I really 
liked this part because it is exiting, scary and it made you realise how angerous 
gas can be. 
 
This book makes you think about the dangers of the First World War but it also 
makes you think about a family fighting to keep their own home. That is the 
main reason that I really enjoyed this book, because it gave you loads to think 
about.  I would recommend this book to more mature readers.  
 
 
Traviss Chaytors, age 10 
 
A mixture of emotions...  
 
‘Private Peaceful’ is a book about a young boy called Thomas Peaceful who tells 
you all about his life from when he was going to school for the first time to 
joining up to the army, on the way there are many different disasters such as 
trees falling, bullets flying and people dying... 
         
 This book is amazing and one of my friends has already borrowed it 
from me! I would recommend this book to any fans of Michael 
Morpurgo as I think it is his best book yet! 
 
 
 
 
 



Katie Johnson, age 9 
 
I found ‘Private Peaceful’ extremely touching.  In this book you 
discover the lives of the soldiers who lived during the World Wars.   
 
War is Morpurgo’s most common subject to write about and he makes his 
stories lifelong and realistic.  I loved all of the tragic events throughout the 
story, but by far the most depressing event was the end of the story.  I will not 
tell you what happens; you will need to read the book! 
 
I would give it 10 out of 10. 
 
  
 


