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Celeste Phelan, age 14 

A gripping and moving story 

making you believe the impossible 

and extraordinary. A thrilling tale 

about courage, bravery and 

strength.  

Amani is a desert girl, trapped in the city 

of Dustwalk with a desperation to escape. 

Her brutally complicated history makes 

her an outsider and her rebellious nature 

separates her from other girls. But her 

life is about to quickly change. Amani 

finds herself embarking on a journey 

which she didn't realise was there, which 

leads her to find who she is...... 

I would recommend this book because it’s 

a fantastic novel and I really hope there 

is a sequel because the book was very 

enjoyable. 

 

Humaira Kauser, age 17 

Definitely a must read for fans of Sabaa Tahir’s ‘An Ember In The Ashes’ and 

Sarah J.Maas’s ‘A Court Of Thorns and Roses’. It’s fast paced, hard to put 

down and a downright awesome read.  

‘Rebel of the Sands’ is one of those books that you want to finish quickly to know 

what happens but at the same time you want to take your time and make it last 



 

longer. 

I finished this wonderful book within a day and I’m craving more. I hope this is 

a series. What I love so much about this book is that Alwyn Hamilton is really 

good at writing dialogue. It was so witty and flowed beautifully. Not only was 

the conversations so pleasant to read, the way the author describes the old tales 

within the story is absolutely magnificent.  

I cannot say this enough: READ THIS BOOK BECAUSE IT IS SO GOOD 

AND YOU WILL NOT REGRET IT! 

 

Esmé.N.Molloy, age 15 

If nothing else just take in the subtle hint I will be sending in the line below;  

READ THIS BOOK. IMMEDIATELY! Thanks.  

Is there going to be a sequel? Is there? Is there? Is there? 

I would like to read it. Now. This second. ... Please. 

I don't often become infatuated with the entirety of a book but ‘Rebel 

of the Sands’ has done it. I almost cried when it occurred to me I had run out 

of pages to turn, Almost. 

This account follows the perilous exploits of one girl with many names and 

many guises. And, oh my goodness, it is an account worth reading, and then 

reading again. and again . and again. 

Just do it. I promise you will regret nothing... 

Except that you didn't read it earlier...and that you can't be Amani... 

But that is all. I promise! 

You can follow Esmé on Twitter:  @RelmiPoPs 

 

Sophia Ufton,  

Wow! What a story! It was amazing..... Just blew me away, cannot 

wait for the sequel.......  

Amani Al'Hiza lives in Dustwalk, which is an unforgiving, dead-end town, dry 

desert everywhere...... Amani wants to leave this place and see the world she 

has heard so much about from stories told around camp-fires. This is more than 

a want for her, it’s a need. She needs to leave..... Then one day a foreigner with 

no name turns up.... He tells her he can change her story and how she would like 



 

it to end, this is her chance to run.... but the desert plains are always full of 

danger, blood lots of blood and magic. The army is on the rise and soon Amani 

is caught at the heart of a fearless rebellion. Will she escape or be trapped by the 

sultan's army? 

 

Alex McCalla, age 15 

So intriguing and couldn't put it down! Keeps you so into the story 

and read it all in a few days!  

Really love this book! Thought it was so captivating and couldn't put it down. 

Read it all in a few days and wish I hadn't now. The beginning of the book really 

traps you into the story and couldn't stop reading it. Definitely recommend this 

book for people who like a romance with a bit of a twist. 

http://sleeppinthegarden.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Izzy Read, age 15 

I cannot wait for the sequel for this, it is enchanting, exciting and 

strangely real, in a world that is so immersive it leaves you on the 

edge of your seat.  

Said to be the debut novel of 2016, I had high expectations for ‘Rebel of the 

Sands’- and I was not disappointed!  Amani Al'Hiza desperately wants out of 

Dustwalk, the only home she has ever known. So when a foreigner turns up and 

saves her life, he offers her a chance to run. But out on the dangerous desert 

plains, Amani soon finds herself wrapped up in trouble...  

This is everything I've ever wanted in a story; perfectly arranged into an 

astounding novel. It is Myths and legends combined with the Middle East and a 

girl that is desperate to be anywhere else.  I personally am a massive sucker for 

a strong female heroine, with a thirst for adventure and Amani is a hero to 

anyone, easily described by the phrase 'She needed a hero so she became one' 

(one of my most treasured quotes). ‘Rebel of the Sands’ does not just focus on 

western culture like so many other books, instead looking towards an Arabian 

nights inspired middle east. I cannot wait for the sequel for this, it is enchanting, 

exciting and strangely real, in a world that is so immersive it leaves you on the 

edge of your seat. 

www.fromcovertocoverr.tumblr.com 

 



 

Millie, age 15 

I absolutely loved Rebel of the Sands. It was so amazingly gripping I 

got to half way, could not put it down and read it in just five days!  

I absolutely loved it so much I could not wait to get home every day to read it. The 

revelation in the middle was so unexpected but made so much sense. I just loved 

the boldness and pure daring nature of Armani and the rebels. I really hope there 

is a sequel because I want to know what happens next. 

 

Emma Hughes 

The characters in this book are developed really well, however I didn't find the 

plot very capturing. Overall, it was a nice read.  

 

 

Heidi, age 15  

Archbishop Blanch School 

This book is very dramatic and has many surprises making me eager for the 

sequel. 

This book had many twists and turns that made me feel very attached to the 

characters and made me want to read on. It is action packed and surprised me 

many times like most good adventure books should. 

Amani is a strong female heroine who is very relatable. She wants to be free of 

her sexist community, where she can’t say no to marriage and she can’t be 

respected. When she meets a strange foreign boy, her life turns upside down as 

she tries to find out who he is and, at the same time, tried to escape. She makes 

mistakes but she evolves, becoming more selfless and is risking her life to save 

others. 

My only criticism is that some words are hard to understand as I don’t know 

what a word or object is, for example: shavlar and sheema. 

Overall this book was very good and it was an “unputdownable” 

read that excited me and left me wanting more. 

 

Lauren Coffman, age 15 

The fictional, far-off desert town of Dustwalk is the kind of place where nobody 



 

becomes anything, especially not a female poor orphan like Amani. Amani 

wants to be bigger than her town, than her predicted future, the same future as 

all the women before her. She wants to escape, to see the world, to get to the 

Izman, but she knows that it is merely a dream. However, when she hides and 

saves a no-name foreigner from the soldier’s clutches, she finally has a chance to 

get out. But this journey won’t be easy, the deserts, full of danger and 

unthinkable magic, hold many secrets, and so does this foreigner. This genre of 

books was one I previously had never steered towards, and so I not certain of 

how much I would enjoy this, but I loved it. It was intriguing, with some of 

the most vivid and colourful imagery I have ever read, which created 

the most clear view of this far off, magical world. The feminist aspects 

of this book really related to my life: I really resonated with the protagonist, 

Amani, a girl in a world of men who wants to be something more than how 

others view her, more than her stereotype, and it is clear to see aspects of our 

life, and real places that have inspired this fictional world. This book is a real 

page turning, and from romance to adventure, from rebellion to emotion, this 

book has something for everyone. I highly recommend Rebel of the Sands. 

 

Dahabo Wacays, age 17 

Enthralling, action packed and purely amazing! Everything I 

wanted and more! This book was so unique and I can't wait for the 

sequel. P.s. Amani is such a badass female, how could you not love 

her?  

I have no idea where to begin... This book is exactly what it says on its blurb and 

delivers that and much more. It follows Amani, a young girl who can shoot as 

well as a professional and who enters a competition to gain money to flee from 

her aunt and uncle and Dustwalk. There, she meets a foreigner who saves her 

life. However, they meet again under different circumstances, each with their 

own agendas. All Amani wants is to go to Izman, but soon she finds herself in 

the middle of a war and a revolution.  

This book is a Wild West meets Arabian Nights esque book and yet, it's nothing 

like that. It has Arabian elements such as the Djinni and it has Wild West 

elements such as the whole shooting and deserts. At the same time, I have never 

read a novel like this, which means that Alwyn was so talented to have come up 

with a unique idea and to have constructed it in a beautiful way. This novel will 

undoubtedly be one of my fave reads in the New Year as it's now got a special 

place in my heart. With so many twists, action, mystery and romance, there 



 

was no doubt of it winning my heart. If you enjoy fantasy, mystery or Arabian 

themed books, this is one book you should be on the lookout for next year! P.s. 

You will undoubtedly fall in love with this world of Djinni and Demdji and 

especially with the character Jin. 

http://www.deeslibrary.wordpress.com 

 

Emer O'Brien 

‘Rebel of the Sands’ is an exciting adventure romp from Alwyn Hamilton, 

featuring an unforgettable heroine, Amani Al’Hiza. The story begins with 

Amani trying to escape her small isolated hometown, and meeting a stranger 

who drags her into a revolution. 

Rebel of the Sands, Hamilton’s first novel, combines the best elements of the 

Wild-West genre with the atmosphere of an Arabian Nights fairy-tale. Set in a 

desert filled with creatures from Islamic mythology living alongside our heroes, 

a sharpshooting village girl who would seem to be more at home in an 

American cowboy film from the 1950s and a mysterious foreign stranger. This 

blending of genres makes this novel utterly original; Hamilton creates a 

magnetic world that is somehow familiar to the reader and yet at the same time 

completely unexpected.  

This world is populated with a cast of characters that absolutely fit with the 

world in which they have been created. Our heroine Amani is a strong, capable 

girl whose every action drives the plot forward. She is never eclipsed by any 

other character, and the story belongs to her and her alone. The story itself 

never ceases to be exciting, and with each chapter Hamilton reveals a little more 

of the magical setting. The plot is never contrived, and the writing never 

becomes laboured or heavy. 

‘Rebel of the Sands’ is an engaging and romantic read, perfect for all 

young adult readers. 

 

Charnell Vevers 

If someone gave me the impossible task of describing this book in only one 

word, I would have to go with ‘perfection’. I truly loved this book from 

beginning to end, it's the kind of story that makes you sad when you finish it 

because you feel you're leaving behind new friends. If you pick up this book, I 

can promise you it will leave you eagerly awaiting the sequel and wanting to 

follow this series right to the end. It's an impressive debut that made me eager 



 

to see what Alwyn Hamilton writes in the future. That woman really knows 

how to weave a story, and how to write a perfect, slow build romance. If this is 

a book that isn't on your radar yet then it really needs to be.  

‘Rebel of the Sands’ is a book that takes place in the desert nation of Miraji, a 

world of myth and magic - where mythical creatures still roam and legend has 

it that the djinni are very much alive. It has an Arabian Nights/Aladdin feel to it 

in one regard, but then also has the perfect Western feel to it. Our lead character 

Amani, a sharp shooter who is lethal with a pistol, has big dreams of leaving the 

town of Dustwalk behind and making a new life for herself. It's during a 

shooting competition that she meets Jin, a mysterious stranger who is wanted 

for treason. Together they go on a journey through the desert, fighting 

immortal creatures and slowly following for one another.  

Characters are an important part of any story, so it's a pleasure to read a book 

where each character is so well developed. Amani is such a positive female 

character, she's smart, strong, determined and amazing with a pistol. She could 

do her fair share of fighting, but not unrealistically so where it made her seem 

too good. Jin was a strong character too, but in his own way, which meant these 

two complimented each other well. The world building is utter perfection to and 

Hamilton brings this beautiful and vivid world alive for the reader. You will 

have no struggles trying to visualise the sweeping deserts and mythical 

creatures.  

Do you know that feeling where you finish a book and just want to hug it 

because it was so good? But then you also want to cry because it's over and you 

want more? And then it also leaves you wanting to go sit in a corner, rocking 

back and forth, waiting rather impatiently for the next book? Do you know that 

feeling, do you? If you don't, just read ‘Rebel of the Sands’ and you soon will. 

The perfect blend of myth, magic, romance, fantasy and adventure.  

http://reviewsfromabookworm.blogspot.co.uk/ 


