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Xanthe Waite, Adult – 

www.xanthewaite3.booklikes.com 

A compulsive, page turner that 

transports you to a world where 

medieval castles meet futuristic 

technology.  Sinister and addictive.  

I absolutely loved this book. It is current, 

exciting, page-turning, sinister and 

shocking.   

We start with Silver Blackthorn, so named 

for her silver streak of hair.  She is turning 

16 years old and is about to take her 

‘reckoning’ which will decide her future role 

in society.  By a strange twist of fate, Silver 

ends up becoming an ‘offering’, one of a 

small number of boys and girls who are 

taken to the King’s castle at Windsor.  No 

one really knows what happens to the 

offerings and most are not seen or heard of 

again.  

The offerings are allocated jobs within the 

castle but it seems that no-one is to be trusted and no-one dares to get too close 

to anyone else.  Offerings disappear regularly and Silver is curious to know 

what is happening to them.  

There are regular banquets presided over by King Victor and the Minister 

Prime. The King is an unpredictable man who relishes engaging his offerings in 

‘games’ after dinner, that often end in bloodshed.  This is the creepy, violent part 

of the story.  I found that I began to dread banquet night as much as the 

offerings. The pace and excitement was maintained throughout the whole book 



and I came to admire Silver, as a strong new heroine.   

I am so glad I have discovered this new series; the agony is going to be in the 

wait for the 2nd part.  Can I have it immediately please? 

 

Rosa Boran, age 14 

I really liked this book. It was so good and I can't wait for the next 

one in the trilogy.  

The book had me thinking about what would happen next, what could go wrong 

and once I finished it I went online to find out when the next one was coming. I 

really liked Silver Blackthorn as a character.  She just seemed so fierce, strong 

and wasn't going down without a fight. I'm going to tell my friends about this 

book and hope the next one comes really soon. 

 

Sophia Ufton, Adult 

This story was just amazing, I COULD not put this book down, each 

time I did I just had to pick it straight back up again. WOW!! Read it 

NOW!  

I loved this book it kept me guessing and on edge all the way through and I 

couldn't wait for the outcome, about 16 year old Silver Blackthorn. 

Its just that good I can't give anything away. You won't want to miss this book.   

Really Can't wait for book two! 

 

Ian Harvey-Brown, Adult – Twitter: @IanHarveyBrown 

A book sizzling with expectations. A compelling 'against all odds' 

plot.  

Whilst this book will inevitably be compared to ‘The Hunger Games’ (both 

protagonists are female, 16, come from small, struggling communities, fathers 

are dead, the ‘Reckoning’/the ‘Reaping’ etc, etc) I think the author has managed 

to devise a plot that is, in many ways, quite different from Suzanne Collins’s 

trilogy. The book is well written, undoubtedly. The main characters come to life 

on the page and I’m certain that anyone who enjoyed ‘The Hunger Games’ will 

also enjoy this story. The author has enhanced the novel with an interesting 

vision of future England which is not only full of menace and uncertainty but 

which is also quite different from the world of the Capitol. There is also an 



interesting array of new technology such as the ‘thinkwatches’ for the reader to 

grapple with. 

This first book comes to a dramatic conclusion that leaves the reader hankering 

for more of the same. The fightback begins! 

 

Lee McKenna, age 14 – St Colm’s High School 

Another exhilarating fiction by the marvelous Kerry Wilkinson. 

‘Reckoning’ is the story of Silver who fights to escape from a tyrant 

king. A satisfying start to a new and anticipated trilogy.  

One girl, one chance, one destiny. 

A war-stricken world. A world where a test could predict the outcome of your 

place in society -Elite, Member, Inter or Trog. The small village of Martindale is 

bustling on a fateful day for many -The Reckoning. A nervous tension swarms 

the area, and it doesn't help that people are going missing at Windsor castle. Is 

the King hiding something? Her world quickly becomes a lie in which she can 

never trust again. I personally enjoyed this novel, and, at some parts, could not 

wait to flick over the page in anticipation to see what happens next. To put it in 

short, ‘Reckoning’ is the story of a girl named Silver Blackthorn, who fights to 

escape from the clutches of an evil tyrant king. The storyline is quite memorable 

and sticks with you. The whole novel has an atmosphere that makes you feel 

lonely and trapped. it feels like a mix of ‘The Hunger Games’ and ‘GONE’, but 

still manages to keep the formula fresh.  

 

Sophie Bridges, age 11 

I think ‘Reckoning’ by Kerry Wilkinson was very good because it is a 

good book and suitable for my age because it is not too scary but just 

right.  

 

Sarah Murray, age 15 - 

http://everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.co.uk/2014/03/reckoning-

by-kerry-wilkinson.html 

WOW! This book is just incredible and up there as one of my 

favourite dystopian novels ever. The world is crazy and that ending! 

Anyone who even mildly likes the odd dystopian novel will love this 

book! It is a must read!  



I will admit I thought this would be incredibly similar to Divergent or The 

Selection however, this stands out as an incredible story which is so cleverly 

written. I loved all the technology weaved throughout the storyline; it just made 

the story all the more interesting. 

By far out of all dystopians I have ever read this is the craziest government of 

them all. Also as most of the ordinary of people are nationalist, it made the 

government all so much scarier as they had so much control. 

Silver is just kick ass! She is so clever and utterly reckless that I found myself 

holding my breath for her. 

After that ending I am already counting down the days until the next instalment 

of the series comes out. 5/5 stars 

 

Jacki Moorcroft, age 53 

A must for ‘Hunger Games’ fans who are missing the thrills of a good 

adventure. Silver Blackthorn is a girl unwilling to accept the norm 

and will have you willing her on.  

Silver Blackthorn is sixteen and like all of her age faces the reckoning where 

they are selected for their future work roles.  Selected individuals are given the 

privilege of becoming an Offering to the King, but all is not well in Windsor 

Castle and Silver needs to find a way to survive. A thoroughly entertaining first 

book in a series of three which leaves you eagerly anticipating the next book. 

 

Mary Murphy age 14 -  St Colm’s High School  

The beginning of the book had the feel of the ‘Hunger Games’, but as I 

got more into the story it developed into a really unique storyline of 

its own. 

Silver is the main character.  She is a teenager who has been chosen as a 

“Member” and must leave her family and home and travel to the Central 

government.  Britain is divided into four divisions – North, South, East and 

West.  The world as we know it has changed for the worse.  Silver’s village of 

Martindale is extremely poor like all the towns and villages in Britain. (Why the 

world as we know it has changed for the worse is a bit ‘sketchy’, but I feel things 

should become clearer with the future books in the trilogy.)  

All the citizens have to wear ‘think watches’ which monitor their behaviour. 

Teenagers are chosen each year from the four divisions to become Elite, 



Member, Inter or Trogs. Trogs being the lowest of the group. 

Silver teams up with Imrin to plan an escape from the castle.  Things are not 

what they expected.  The King is sadistic and quite mad, as are his henchmen, 

the Minister Prime and the Kingsmen.  Their escape is not as easy as they first 

thought.   

The last part of the book is extremely tense and I cannot wait to read the second 

book. 

 

Kacy Capes, age 14  

The book ‘Reckoning’, by Kerry Wilkinson is a very great book. What I like 

about this first book is the way she makes every little detail seem greater. I like 

the way she makes her characters express themselves in different ways. From 

what I gathered from the main character Silver Blackhorn, she is kind of an 

average 16 year old girl, awkward and so on, however because of what is 

happening she won’t always be an average girl. What I also like about this book 

is the blurb, because when you read the blurb it makes you want to read it even 

more, because of how much suspense and wonder you get when you read the 

blurb. When I read the blurb the first time I got the book, I wanted to read it 

straight away and not put it down. I was told that it was like the ‘Hunger 

Games’, and I haven’t been one to want to read that, but this book is purely 

amazing and I didn’t put it down after I got it. I love the action in this 

book; it makes you want to keep reading onwards. I think my favourite part of 

the book is in chapter 25, where the king orders Silver and Peitra to hit each 

other across the face with full force. It is my favourite part because it’s not 

something a noble king would do, but it made sense for him to ask of that. The 

book isn’t that hard to understand once you get into it. Yes sometimes it can be a 

bit hard to understand and you would have to analyse it, but what books are 

ever simple? All in all the ‘Reckoning’ by Kerry Wilkinson is a great book and I 

think people who like the ‘Hunger Games’ or action would love this book.  

 

Millie Windeler, age 15 

‘Reckoning’ is, by far one of the most interesting books I have ever 

read. Set in the future, Wilkinson shows a surreal version of what life could be 

like if the world carries on the way it is. After the first few chapters I was 

hooked. The plot is ingenious, the characters are witty, and I cannot 

wait for the second book. 


