
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Rise and Rise of Tabitha Baird by Arabella Weir 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Isabelle Wood, age 10 

I really enjoyed ‘The rise and rise 

of Tabitha Baird’. It is diary book 

about a girl called Tabitha. Tabitha 

moved to London with her mum and 

brother into her grans house were she 

meets friends and a new school .I 

would recommend this book to girls 

11+. I rate it 8/10 Because it was 

amazing!     

 

Kaya B, age 17  

‘The Rise and Rise of Tabitha Baird’ 

was a funny and quick read. There 

were some hilarious moments in the 

book that had me laughing out loud. I 

felt like I was in the head of a real 13 

year old! Perfect for younger readers, 

the story follows Tabitha's day-to-day 

life as she solves all-important 

problems that crop up around her.  

The story definitely has a serious element. It begins straight after Tabitha's 

parents separate and she, her mum and her brother move in with her grandma. 

There's also the issue of her dad being an alcoholic. I think all these serious 

situations were handled realistically in the book but I would have liked to know 

if these matters were resolved. It didn't feel resolved to me by the end of the 

book. Also, at times, I felt that Tabitha went out of character as she said things I 

didn't think were in keeping with her character. I would have liked to have seen 

some of her mum's blog posts in detail. I think it would have been funny to read. 

In her previous school, Tabitha didn't have any proper friends, so she is 



 

 

working hard to change this in her new school with some funny results! (Not so 

funny for the teachers it has to be mentioned!) I loved Tabitha's grandma. I 

thought she was laugh-out-loud funny and slightly batty! Also, there is the issue 

of Snap Dog Boy- a boy she meets while walking her grandma's dog and starts 

to fancy. Can she get him to like her? Overall, a funny story with serious 

elements, perfect for young teens.  

 

Sylvie, age 8  

I wasn’t sure whether I liked this book or not. I didn’t like it when Tab (as she is 

known) called Grace a swot but on the other hand I think Emz and A’isha are 

good characters. I would love to have friends like them! I agree with the age 

limit because of the mild swearing and some of the words are quite tricky. I 

didn’t like GB (their dad’s mum) because she wasn’t very nice to Tab and her 

mum. I’m glad my life isn’t as stressy, poor old tabs! 

There were lots of funny bits, for example their other gran thinking her dog 

Basil was her son, dressing him up in human clothes and talking to him, which 

annoys Tabs’ mum immensely. I felt sorry for Luke (Tabs’ brother) because he 

was slightly clever so Tab called him ‘geek’ and ‘goody two shoes’. I think he 

needs to defend himself and say something back. Tab uses a lot of labels to 

describe people, she doesn’t realise straight away that you shouldn’t do this, but 

by the end of the book it seems like she is learning. 

Arabella is a very good writer! 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 12 

This book is about Tabitha Baird whose parents have just split up as her dad is 

an alcoholic. She and her mum and brother Luke move in with her Granny (her 

mum's mum) and her dog Basil. She is starting a new school. 

This book was OK.  Some bits in the class rooms and on dog walks were a bit 

boring and not that  funny. The rest of the book was good. I loved the characters 

because they were unique in their own way. The plot line was good 

because it wasn't guessable and had a totally unexpected ending. It 

wasn't really my cup of tea but I'm sure loads of other people would like it. I 

would rate this book three out of five stars 

 

 



 

 

Peace, age 9  

Baring Primary School 

This book really reminded me of another – ‘Turning to Jelly.’ It’s 

about a girl, an ordinary girl, who starts at a new school – Heathside Academy. 

She settles in well and makes new friends but I never expected her to become so 

super popular. 

There are funny characters in it, like Tabitha’s Gran, who treats her dog like a 

son.  It’s no surprise that her little brother likes being annoying, but I never 

expected that Goody Two Shoes Grace would save the day. 

I give this book 10 out of 10. 


