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Tom Edwards, age 11 

Will is a young boy that has been through a 

lot. His father was killed by a roadside 

bomb while fighting in the Iraq war. So a 

holiday in Indonesia was the perfect 

opportunity to get away from the trials of 

life, with the sea, sun and elephant rides. 

That is when Will’s Elephant- Oona – starts 

acting strangely, trumpeting out to sea. 

Then the tsunami hits and his elephant 

begins to run, but when they are away from 

danger, Oona just keeps on running into the 

jungle........ 

 

An incredible story of friendship and 

survival, Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Running 

Wild’ is an amazing and moving story for 

all ages. Featuring issues that are still very 

real today: war, extinction, disaster, Will’s 

story really does ring true in my mind. A great plot and description 

throughout, this will surely be among the greatest children’s books 

ever written and will be remembered as one of Morpurgo’s greatest triumphs. 

This is one of the best books I have ever read and I hope you will love 

it as much as I do. 

 

Hannah C (age 11) - Weatherhead High School 

This is a very good book but very long - that is why I have not read it all yet. 

I would recommend it to you as it is quite funny with a mix of sadness. It goes a 



bit like this: the dad goes to Iraq and something very strange and sad happens 

there, but then they hear the sad news and the boy and his mum flood with 

tears. Then they tell their grandad and grandma the sad news and they send 

them to Indonesia. Then something very peculiar happens and the boy goes to 

the centre of the jungle riding an elephant! That is all I have read so far and I 

am not going to stop reading it because it is so good. You should read it! 

 

Lily B (age 11) - Weatherhead High School 

This book is amazing and very moving! I love it and recommend it to 

everyone! Very sad in some places but an amazing book! 5 STARS! 

 

Hannah S (age 11) - Weatherhead High School 

Wow this book is amazing! One of the best books I've ever read!  

This story is a real classic about a boy who is on a holiday that goes terribly 

wrong. He is raised by an elephant, and it really pulled on my heart strings. I 

would definitely recommend this book to a friend or anybody, because I think it 

can be enjoyed by all. Me and my Mum read it together and we thoroughly 

enjoyed it. I hope everybody who reads this review has read it before and if they 

haven't they NEED TO! 

READ IT NOW A TRUE CLASSIC!  

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

When a tsunami hits, Will finds himself alone in the jungle with only 

Oona the elephant to help him.  Can Will survive or will he perish 

alone in the darkness of the jungle?  

When Will's father dies in the Iraq war, he and his mother decide to travel to 

Indonesia to escape from the constant reminders of their loss.  But their holiday 

turns into a nightmare when a tsunami hits and Oona the elephant runs into the 

jungle with Will still on her back.  Will is separated from his mother and doesn't 

know if she is alive or dead.  He is alone and must learn to survive in the jungle 

with only Oona to help him.  She carries him to food and water and he meets a 

group of Orang-utans.  He is lucky to get so close to them but they are all in 

danger when hunters strike.  Can Will survive or will he perish alone in the 

darkness of the jungle? 

I loved the story of Will and his close friendship with Oona.  She saves his life 



and they learn to communicate with each other.  The postscripts told me 

everything I needed to know about why Michael Morpurgo chose to write this 

book and gave me lots of information about the topics contained in it.  It is a 

very sad story but it has a happy ending and is brilliantly written.  I loved it! 

 

Elspeth Paterson, age 9 

I enjoyed the book, the events make my heart “run wild”. However I 

found the circumstances surrounding the main events a bit too sad 

for me.  

‘Running Wild’ is quite a sad story.  It tells the story about a young boy, Will.  

Will narrates the story. It begins with his recent happy memories of his Dad 

who was a soldier who died in action.  He and his Mum go on holiday to 

Indonesia, to escape some of the sad memories and during a Tsunami, she is 

lost, presumed dead.   

I had not realised that the Tsunami in the story actually happened on Boxing 

Day 2004.  This made me feel even sadder to realise that people lost their lives 

for real. Not just in this story.   

Information about the Iraq war, Tsunami, orangutans and deforestation are 

included in the back of the book and also the poem that inspired the story.  It is 

good to be able to refer to this section to tie in the facts with the fiction. 

When the Tsunami hits, Will is riding an elephant and is taken into the jungle 

when the elephant bolts.  In the jungle, lots of things happen to Will and the 

elephant, Oona, that are both exciting and scary.  The events of the book make 

my heart “run wild” 

I enjoyed the book, but found the circumstances surrounding the main events a 

bit too sad, for me.  I feel that it is definitely a book for an older, less sensitive 

reader than me (I have just turned 9), although it is very well written and the 

interaction between the Oona and Will is very clever and amusing at times. 

 

Alexander Bisland, age 8 

This story is about friendship and is very emotional. A boy called Will has lost 

his dad and is moving to Devon to live with his mum and his grandparents who 

live on a farm with a lot of animals. Then for Christmas Mum and Will want a 

break so they go on holiday to Indonesia (where Mum comes from).  

During the holiday, Will goes on an elephant ride. All of a sudden a tsunami hits 



the beach where Mum is swimming and the elephant runs off into the jungle 

with Will on her back. The elephant is called Oona and she becomes Will’s best 

friend.  

On their travels through the jungle, they find some orangutans, they get in 

trouble with Mr Anthony (a baddie) and they meet a nice lady called Dr 

Geraldine. The story ends with Will making the biggest choice of his life!  

I thought this book was very sad and I recommend it to 9+. Make sure you 

have a box of tissues ready!  

I give it 10/10 although it is a real heartbreaker! 

   

  

 

 


