
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Scarlet Ibis by Gill Lewis 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Heather Greenan, age 10 

A brilliant read, especially if you are a 

fan of Jacqueline Wilson.  

I think ‘Scarlet Ibis’ is a very good book because 

is it realistic and believable. Scarlet is desperate 

to get her brother back from hospital, as she and 

Red have a dream to fly across the ocean to 

Trinidad, to see were hundreds of Scarlet Ibis 

fly, because Red collects bird feathers and he 

really wants to have a Scarlet Ibis feather.  

My favourite character in the book is Scarlet 

because she is a very caring character and loves 

her family and friends. I also like Red because 

he is quite strange and adds to the story. The 

book wouldn’t be the same without Red. 

I think the book is like a Jacqueline Wilson one 

because it is about real life issues, I loved the 

book and I would recommend it for girls who 

are good readers and over 9. I would give It 9.5 

out of 10. 

 

Hayley Davies, age 9 

An exciting story about the bond between a brother and sister.  

‘Scarlet Ibis’ is a brilliant book that explores the bond between Scarlet and Red, 

her younger brother, who are separated by a tragedy. I really enjoyed reading 

this book because it’s really exciting and emotional.  

 

I liked the character of Renée, who looks after Scarlet, because she works very 



 

 

hard to make Scarlet happy. I felt like I would want to carry Renée around in 

my pocket to cheer me up! 

My favourite part of the book was when Red and Scarlet go to the zoo together 

and find the Scarlet Ibis feather. 

This book is to be enjoyed by all adventurous readers. 

 

Rohan Delamere, age 8 

This is an adventure story about a girl who is trying to get her 

brother back and dreams of seeing a Scarlet Ibis.  

This is an adventure story about a girl called Scarlet with a  step brother called 

Red who has disabilities but one day a fire badly hurts Scarlets mum and Red so 

Scarlet has to go and live at somebody else's house for a bit. So she runs away to 

try and find Red because they have a dream to go to Trinidad to see the Scarlet 

Ibis. I liked the author's descriptions of the Scarlet Ibis because it was very real. 

I recommend this book or ages 8+ boys and girls. 

 

Emma Stephenson, age 11 

A very interesting family story with a sad theme but a happy ending. I love 

this book and found it as inspiring as ‘Sky Hawk’, another Gill Lewis 

book I have read and enjoyed.  

I love ‘Scarlet Ibis’.  It is a very interesting life like story. Gill Lewis has 

described her characters very well.  My favourite is Red who has problems with 

things but has a big wish.  I recommend this book to any child my age who likes 

family stories and nature.  

 

Amie Coffman, age 10 

I absolutely loved this book and would highly recommend it for 

readers 10 and older.  It is exciting and scary in parts but I couldn't 

put it down despite being told off by my Mum!  

This story is about a 12 year old girl called Scarlet whose brother, Red, has 

issues which make him special and different.  Scarlet's home burns down and 

she is sent to live with another family whilst Red is in a care home. Scarlet 

desperately tries to get Red back to live with her and will do whatever it takes to 

reunite them.  I couldn't wait to read to the end of the book to discover their fate! 



 

 

 

Adiella Norridge, age 10 

A real tear-jerker with unexpected turns and emotional tension.  

Scarlet lives with her mum and brother Red in a council flat. Then one day 

Scarlet comes back from school only to find the flat has burnt to cinders. With 

her mum recovering in hospital, Scarlet is sent to live with a foster family but 

Red is sent elsewhere. Where is Red? Will Scarlet ever meet him again? 

This heartwarming book is a real tear-jerker. It has unexpected turns, which 

give real personality to the book. I love this book because it has lots of emotional 

tension and a satisfying ending. 

 

Liam, age 11 

Moving, emotional and very touching. If you feel as emotional as I 

did just keep on reading. There is one part of the book which made 

me cry but after that it isn't quite so sad. Keep going!  

This book is amazingly well written and had a really really good storyline. Gill 

Lewis did an amazing job with this sad, but brilliant, book. You get pulled into 

the life of Scarlet and hope that she keeps on going and keeps her families hopes 

alive. Sometimes the characters remind you of friends and family but also make 

you think about people who struggle with things like this in real life. 

 

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 11  www.jasminesblogonbooks.blogspot.co.uk 

A heart warming story about a 12 year old girl called Scarlet, who is 

on a journey to get back her brother Red, from a care home.  

Following a fire at home, Scarlet is fostered out to a family and her autistic 

brother Red is put in a care home. Their mum is in hospital after inhaling smoke 

in the fire and unable to care for them. 

Scarlet and Red are checked on regularly by Mrs.Gideon who they  call "the 

penguin", because their mother does not look after them properly. So Scarlet 

has a lot of responsibilities at home. I could feel how much she loved her brother 

and the bond between them was strong. 

Scarlet and Red are split up because Red is autistic and needs special care. The 

author describes well how autism effects Red and their lives. This gave me a 

better understanding of autism and how it was for Scarlet caring for him. 



 

 

Red loves birds and collects their feathers. He especially wants to see a Scarlet 

Ibis.  At night time for a bedtime story he asks Scarlet to tell him an imaginary 

story about them travelling in a boat to Trinidad to see the Scarlet Ibis flying 

over Caroni swamp.  

The story was very descriptive and I felt as though I was with Scarlet all the 

way through it. A lot of the story was sad but still very enjoyable. It is about 

feelings, emotions and family love. 

I would recommend this book to girls 9 and over and I rate it 10/10. I will 

definitely be reading more of Gill Lewis's books. 

 

Rosie Watch - Adult 

This was a beautiful and very moving story.  From the very start I 

associated with the characters and wanted to know how their 

problems would be resolved. 

The bravery and the close bond between the two children made me want to give 

up the day job and start fostering. Their plight seemed so real and believable yet 

the story was told with a feeling of mystery and things untold or unexplained, 

Part of its appeal was in this simplicity. The message of friendship, kindness 

and understanding is quite powerful without giving the story a feeling of make 

believe or fantasy. It is lovely that a story can be told so effectively without a 

need for a 'baddy' or a siinister sub plot.  

It is a story that is quite haunting and thought provoking, definitely one to keep 

on the shelf. 

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 11 

Red and Scarlett dream of seeing a Scarlett Ibis but unfortunately one day their 

flat burns down and their Mum goes into hospital, separating the brother and 

sister. Scarlet knows her brother needs her but she can’t find him, then she 

meets a women,  Madame Popescu, who loves birds just like her brother and she 

becomes more desperate than ever to find him.  

Having read Gill Lewis‘s previous books (‘Moon Bear’, ‘White Dolphin’ and ‘Sky 

Hawk’) I believe this is the best one yet because the first person narrator, 

Scarlet is a really strong, thoughtful character that is clever and 

brave and I liked her. There are some sad moments in the book but the story 

is mainly happy. 



 

 

Alice Brumwell, age 9 

A touching story about relationships and how important it is to have someone 

there for you. 

All the characters are well thought out and creative - especially Red, who is a 

young boy with a moving personality, and Scarlet, a strong girl with a stubborn 

attitude, though she is lovely with a kind heart. 

This book is to be enjoyed by both enthusiastic and reluctant 

readers, because when you’re reading you really feel as if you’re 

really in Scarlet’s shoes and you just can’t put the book down. 

 

Chloe Feltz, age 9 

Wow! What an amazing book. I couldn't put it down and read it 

every day and night as it was so totally amazing.  

This is an amazing book about a 12 year old girl, called Scarlet, her little brother 

Connor Mackenzie(Red) and their Mum, who is struggling to cope with life. In 

one part of the book there is a massive fire in the family's flat; Scarlet and Red 

are separated and end up being cared for in different places. Scarlet fights hard 

to get them back together again and that's when something exciting happens! 

I hate it when sad stuff happens in stories, but then it wouldn't be a story if there 

were no sad things happening. It's a shame the story ended when it did because 

I wanted to find out more. 

To sum up this wonderful book, I would say it is awesome! I hope people read it 

and like it as much as me. ‘Scarlet Ibis’ has left me wanting to read more of Gill 

Lewis's books. 

 

 


