
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Serpent House by Bea Davenport 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Sam Harper, age 10 

A really exciting and different 

time travel adventure which had 

me hooked from the first page to 

the last.  An absolutely fantastic 

read!  

After twelve year old Annie's mother 

dies from tuberculosis she is forced to 

live with her unkind aunt.  When she is 

offered the opportunity to work for the 

generous Lady Hexer, whilst living at 

Hexer Hall, she leaps at the chance.   

Annie likes working there as a maid 

but strange things soon start to 

happen.  When she touches a bannister 

carved with snakes she is transported 

back in time to the leper hospital which 

was built on the site of Hexer Hall over 

500 years earlier.   

Lady Hexer realises that Annie might 

be the key to fulfilling the prophesy 

which predicts that the Hexer's will become great healers but in order to do this 

she needs Dr Huksor's book of cures from the past and Annie must retrieve it.  

Annie meets Meg in the hospital, who may be able to guide her, but it is a 

dangerous task as the doctor's collection of serpents and other frightful 

creatures which guard the book, terrify Annie.  She also has Miss Haggstone to 

contend with, a supposed medium who has an easy life living off Lady Hexer.  

Can Annie prove that she is a fraud before Miss Haggstone forces her out of 

Hexer Hall?  As Hexer Hall falls under some sort of terrible curse, Annie seems 

destined to help Lady Hexer but should she bring her the book or is it best left in 

the past where it belongs? 



 

 

This is an amazing story.  It's not what I would normally read but from the very 

first page I was hooked.  The way that Annie gets closer and closer to 

recovering the book as Miss Haggstone plots against her and the curse over 

Hexer Hall grows stronger made it really exciting.  I could not tear myself away 

from it.  An absolutely fantastic read! 

 

Lily Benner, age 9 

The orphans Tom and Annie are given the chance to live in a cottage together on 

the estate belonging to Lady Hexer. Everything seems perfect until Annie finds 

out she can time-travel to a leper hospital in the past. Here she finds a book of 

cures written by the scary Doctor Huksor. Lady Hexer wants this book so much 

that she selfishly makes Annie travel in time to steal it, even though this is very 

dangerous for her. 

A book of mystery and excitement. So descriptive that I felt I was 

there. 

I give this book a 9 out of 10. 

 

Tomasz, age 9 

What a fantastic story!  I just couldn't put this book down. 280 pages 

filled of snakes, fire, ghosts, magic and explosions. I really felt like I 

was in the story as the descriptions were so real.  

I thought this book might be a bit girly when I first read the blurb on the back as 

it's main character is a 12 year old girl but I was wrong. This book will appeal 

to boys too, I'm sure. There were 280 pages filled with snakes, fire, ghosts, rats, 

magic, time travel and explosions. I really got to know the characters and at 

times I felt like I was in the book as the descriptions really did bring the 

characters (and snakes) to life! I don't want to give too much away about the 

story but the best part was when Annie first touched the coiled snake carving! 

Annie's older brother Tom was my favourite character in the book. I 

recommend you read this book and find out why Annie's hair fell out, how she 

discovered a scary doctor and why she needed to be very brave! 

 

Benjy Randall, age 10 

A really exciting book for both boys and girls, full of magic and 

adventure.  



 

 

‘The Serpent House’ is an exciting book with a brilliant plot. When Annie was 

invited to stay at Hexer Hall I knew things were about to get exciting, and they 

did. The first time Annie traveled back in time to the old hospital, supposedly 

holding the secrets to lots of illnesses she didn't get anywhere apart from touch  

a wall. However when Lady Hexer tells Annie she will be able to do anything 

she wanted she immediately decides to travel back again. When back in the old 

hospital Annie faces her greatest fears. Snakes. This she will have to overcome 

as she searches for the book of cures. 

 

Hannah Minton, age 8 

I couldn't put this book down.  

‘The Serpent House’ is a mystery story. It was a bit difficult to get into at first 

but then I couldn't put it down.  The story involves a girl named Annie who has 

lost her mother but has her brother to look after her.  This story has lots of cliff 

hangers which I really liked.  It was very exciting.  I also really enjoyed the plot 

and its setting.  I couldn't wait to read it all the way through. 

 

Brodie Greenslade, age 8 

‘The Serpent House’ is a creepy tale in which a servant girl called 

Annie must cope with time travel and strange characters as she tries 

to help save the people of Hexer Hall from a mystery illness.  

‘The Serpent House’ is a story about a girl called Annie who goes to work at 

Hexer Hall for the mysterious Lady Hexer. When Annie touches one of the many 

snakes carved into the bannister she travels back in time to when Hexer Hall 

was a leper hospital. 

The hospital is tun by a strange doctor who has two rather horrifying serpents - 

Bess and her daughter Melusina - which are half dragon and half snake. After 

Annie returns to the present Lady Hexer asks her to travel back in time again to 

get the doctor's book of magical cures which is guarded by the serpents, though 

Annie is suspicious that the “cures” may be more harmful than helpful. 

I enjoyed the ‘Serpent House’ as I like stories about time travel and it was 

interesting to travel back and forth in time with Annie as she tried to follow her 

orders from Lady Hexer. The story was very good, and a little creepy too! 

 

 



 

 

Joseph Kinder, age 10 

This is a tense book full of suspense, with a really clever use of time.  

I loved it; it was brilliant and I would recommend it to ages ten and 

upwards.  

Carvings of snakes and serpents are everywhere around Hexer Hall.  Any other 

person would think nothing of them, but when Annie (the heroine of this story) 

passes one, she gets a sick, dizzy feeling like she’s going to fall over.  It’s at that 

point that she travels back in time to when Hexer Hall was run by a mystical 

doctor who keeps mad pets like mermaids, and uses them for medicines. 

This book is not for the faint hearted:  it is scary and a bit mournful at the end.  

But if you do like a scary book then this one’s for you:  with a sinister doctor, 

Lady Hexer who is a powerful force, and definitely watch out for the revolution 

of the leper patients! 

This is a tense book full of suspense, with a really clever use of time.  I loved it; it 

was brilliant and I would recommend it to ages ten and upwards. 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11 

This book is about a girl called Annie who was living with her aunt when her 

brother's boss, Lady Hexter gives him his own cottage. He takes his sister to live 

with him. Lady Hexter decides Annie is the chosen one which means she has the 

power to go back in time. Lady Hexter takes her to live with her in her mansion. 

Annie goes back in time to what the mansion used to be which was a leprosy 

hospital and meets a professor who is trying to find a cure by using snakes and 

other creatures.  

I really enjoyed this book. I thought the characters were unique, 

Annie was kind, brave and strong and I liked her.  Although about time 

travel, the plot did not seem at all complicated. I could understand it and it 

made sense . I would give this book five out of five stars.   

 

Sathana Selvanathan, Year 4 - Baring School 

I liked the look of this book because it  seemed scary to me and the cover of the 

book is very detailed.  I should say thank you to Bea Davenport for making such 

a fantasy cover.  The fancy writing of the blurb is a good indication that the 

book will be good. 

I loved the fact that it wasn’t about a big person, but quite a small one – 11 or 12 



 

 

years old maximum. 

I have recommended this book to my friends and rate it 100 out of 

100 – the best book ever! 

I am sure you will like it too. 

  

Adiella Norridge, age 10 

A little girl called Annie is sent to work in a big house that belongs to Lady 

Hexter. The house is full of snake carvings, and every time Annie touches one 

she is transported back in time to when the house was used as a hospital. Lady 

Hexter wants Annie to travel back in time to find a book of cures, and here the 

adventure begins. 

While the idea of this book was really interesting and involved lots of 

elements of things I really love in a novel: an interesting main 

character, a historical setting, elements of magic and mystery, I did 

find it a bit difficult to follow as it jumps around a lot, and I think it is suitable 

for older children who can keep pace. 

 

Holly Carver, age 11 

‘The Serpent House’ is about a girl called Annie who travels back in 

time to collect a book of medicine.  The ending has an unexpected 

twist.  

I would not have like to live then because of all the diseases.  The bit I enjoyed 

was when she travelled back in time and met the snakes, Annie doesn't like 

snakes, so its really funny! 

 

Alina Wraith, age 9 

I liked ‘The Serpent House’. It had the classic story lines of time 

travelling but it was very original in the sense of place and time. It 

was a brilliant book.  

It is set in the 19th century and further in the past.  The book is about 12 year old 

Annie who is invited to stay at Hexter Hall, her brother Tom’s work place. She 

works at the hall, but when she has a funny turn on the stairs, she travels back 

in time and meets Meg who works for a stern doctor at Hexter Hall when it was 

a leper hospital. Despite Annie’s wishes that she never goes there again she is 



 

 

made to by Lady Hexter and from there it causes chaos for Annie. I liked this 

book because it was exciting and adventurous. I would definitely recommend 

this book and all Bea Davenport’s books. 

 

 

 

 


