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Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11 

I would rate this book five out of five stars 

for these reasons.  This book was 

awesome! It had loads of things I liked 

included in it. It had so many great 

characters, all equally different. The plot 

was amazing with loads of 

unpredictable things that happened. I 

loved all the technology that was included in 

this book. It was very good indeed. This book 

proves that seven seconds can make all the 

difference in a range of situations. 

 

Alicia Lagan, age 13  

St Colm’s High School Draperstown.  

‘Seven Second Delay’ is a dystopian novel 

and follows how our main character Mila is 

on the run from agents who try to implant 

her with a phone that shows them 

everything she does. The concept is really 

interesting and the book cover is mysterious. My favourite character is Mila 

because she is a really intriguing character but she is stubborn to. The end of 

the book is really intense and I couldn’t put it down. I would 

recommend this novel to boys and girls aged 13+ and hope to read more of Tom 

Easton’s work. I am really glad I read this book and would give it a 10 

out of 10.  

 

 

 



Rosa Boran, age 14 

I really enjoyed this book. It was so cool and had me on my toes. It 

was a great read.  

This was a great book. It was intense at points and had me guessing about what 

might happen. I really enjoyed it and wanted more when it was finished. It was 

filled with action and unexpected things happened. I loved the flashbacks and 

wished there was more of those and now I really want a sequel. 

 

Sarah Murray, age 15 – www.everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.com 

I loved this book! It was high tech, action packed and everything a 

dystopian should be!  

This book starts off with faced paced action and goes up from there. My 

favourite part was how believable it was; the technology seemed to be only a 

few steps ahead of our own and because of that it made it all the more exciting. 

I really liked how Mila's back story was revealed slowly and added so much to 

the story. The fast pace of the novel was brilliant and the constant switch of 

view points helps give a rounded story that keeps the reader guessing. 

Emily Passmore, age 13 - http://scruffybear27.blogspot.co.uk 

An interesting book with something for everyone: romance, 

suspense and adventure. All in one brilliant book!  

I absolutely loved this book!  There are quite a few parallels to the ‘Hunger 

Games’ in setting and universe, as there's a much richer, luxury-filled area with 

supreme power, which everyone aspires to get into, a much, much poorer area 

where there's hardly enough to live on. The plots are significantly different 

though. There's something for everyone really; adventure, suspense, even a bit 

of romance. Also, the idea of having a phone directly ingrained in your head is 

really interesting in this book. And trust me, you will not put this down! 

 

Jasmine Randall, age 12 

‘Seven Second Delay’ was a gripping, fast-paced tale with not a dull 

moment throughout the whole book. The plot was complex but it fitted 

together perfectly forming an unputdownable story. It is set in the future at a 

time when the European Union is in ruins however the British Isles is thriving 

with extremely sophisticated technology. The main character is a girl named 

Mila. This book sends chills and thrills up your spine on a regular basis and I 



would definitely recommend it to both boys and girls who are about 12 years 

old.  It was unputdownable and I would 100% recommend it.  

 

Rose Heathcote, age 15 

AMAZING - Action packed storyline which I couldn't put down.  

Great survival story which will have you hooked from the beginning.  

YOU WONT BE DISAPPOINTED a really captivating book.  

The story is well thought out with an imaginative gripping storyline.  The book 

always kept me guessing and the plot would frequently take twists and turns 

that I didn't expect.  Mila the main character is brave, smart and witty, she has 

to be quick thinking because she cannot trust anyone.  Adam another prominent 

character in the book is rebellious, this makes him all the more heartwarming. 

The author writes in such detail about all the characters you cannot help but 

connect to them.  It has a dramatic ending which you cannot fail to enjoy.   A 

brilliant story that I would give 5 ***** and definitely recommend to my friends. 

 

Esmé Molloy, age 14 

This book is amazing, I was so hooked I read it all through the night! 

11/10!  

This book is for anyone who likes a thrill. 

I loved Eastons style of writing, he really makes you feel like you're not just 

there watching but running along WITH Mila as she defies the increasingly 

invading government and fights for her life . 

It is futuristic yet realistic, grips from beginning till end. 

For boys or girls of around 11+. 

I would definitely read a sequel!!!!! 

 

Sam Moffat, age 11 

‘Seven Second Delay’ by Tom Easton is a brilliant book. It is really good because 

it is action packed and full of mystery and surprises. ‘Seven Second Delay’ is all 

about a girl named Mila who is wrongly accused of terrorism. The story is 

about Mila escaping from the centre (a kind of prison) and trying to prove her 

innocence. The reason the book is called ‘Seven Second Delay’ is because Mila 

gets a device called a ‘phone’ inserted into her head, this ‘phone’ allows the 



people looking for her to see what she sees but seven seconds after she sees it. I 

loved this book, it was like no other book I have ever read.  I couldn’t 

put it down and I read it over two nights. I liked the suspense of this book 

and the fact that I couldn’t guess what was going to happen next. I think this 

book would be good for an age group of about 11-14. I would give this book 5/5 

and will definitely look out for more Tom Easton books. 

 

Susana Sanchez-Gonzalez - adult 

This is Tom Easton’s second book for YA and it is very different from ‘Boys Don’t 

Knit’. This time Easton ventures into the world of dystopian fantasy, certainly 

ticking all the boxes for those fans of this genre. In this futuristic world, people 

surrender their freedom and privacy to the Estate’s surveillance system, 

broadcasting every single aspect of their lives via mobile phones that are 

installed in their brains and can be controlled with the blink of an eye. In return, 

the people living in this island get privileges and a comfortable life, miles from 

that experienced by the rest of the world, impoverished after years at war with 

each other. Mila wants to enter this island but once she does, things don’t go as 

planned and now she needs to escape. Constantly betrayed by the mobile phone 

inside her, she only has the seven seconds delay between her real time and the 

time shown on their captors’ screen, to succeed. The story flows at a vertiginous 

pace and at times, it gets too confusing with all the descriptions of how the 

technology in this world would work. In addition, the characters lack depth and 

are a bit stereotypical. Those readers wanting a fast-paced story set in 

the future and full of gadgets will not be disappointed but to me, this 

book is a bit like a rollercoaster that has not enough loops… Still, it is 

a rollercoaster, so it is always worth a ride. 

 

Josh Hall, age 14 

A descriptive and and exciting tale!  

An exciting story about Mila, a girl who is captured in the future. She goes on 

the run, chased by a force that considers her a threat to the world...her only 

advantage against them being a seven second delay. 

Descriptive and good characters but I felt it needed a bit more action in places 

to make it more than just good! 

 

 



Susanna Mc Gurk, age 13  

St. Colm’s High School, Northern Ireland 

The book is set on a futuristic island called the Isles. The Protagonist in the story 

is Mila. Mila grew up on a farm and after her father is brutally murdered she 

has to go live with her aunt in Köls. One day when Mila and her friend Vaclav 

broke into an agent’s office looking for food, they were ravenous with hunger, 

she met Julian inside the office. Later Vaclav dies saving Mila’s life, Julian gave 

Mila a job while he taught her to survive. When Julian gets offered a new job to 

go back to the Isles where he used to work he asks Mila to come with him, Mila 

thinking it’s her best option and apprehensively agrees. Then Julian and Mila 

try to sneak on the Isles so Julian’s enemies won’t know he’s there, but Julian 

falls to his death of a wire-stand cable. Mila is captured by agents to get 

information about Julian. The agents decide to make Mila one of their citizens 

because they don’t think she’s a threat. The agents give Mila a phone which is a 

device that goes in your eye and sees everything you see and another part is in 

the bone of your ear that hears everything you hear. The phone has a lot of apps 

that you’d have on a normal phone Mila cannot have much of the apps but is 

allowed a few of them. When Mila is being told about the apps she can and can’t 

have they come to one that is a seven second delay, what Mila is seeing the 

agents won’t see for seven seconds and the agents foolishly allow her to keep. 

After Mila got her phone the agents discover another device in Mila’s head, a 

bomb. The agents think Mila’s a terrorist and try to kill her but Mila escapes 

because she has the advantage of a seven second delay, from there the agents 

try to capture Mila but because of the seven second delay Mila keeps escaping 

the agents grasp. 

Mila’s charisma enticed me from the start. I found ‘Seven Second Delay’ a 

very compelling book that will keep you up at night wondering if the 

main characters are going to survive or not. After reading this book I 

realised how important every second is and what you do during each second. It 

was a great read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


