Reader Reviews of a selection of

Share a Puffin Book...

Watership Down
by Richard Adams
Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9
A lovely heartwarming story about rabbits
which I read with my Mum as she
remembered reading it when she was my
age!
This is a great story filled with adventure, friendship
and sadness. A group of rabbits go in search of a
home and come across some dangers on the way to
finding the perfect place. Fiver is a small young
rabbit who has a special ability to see things so he
senses danger but the other rabbits don't always
believe him. I recommend this to older readers as it
is a very long story (600 pages)! I read this with my
mum as she read this when she was my age. She said
that she remembered some of the story as we were
reading it but she didn't remember all of it. We
really enjoyed reading it together. I think I will remember this story for years to come too!

Anna, age 10
Share a Puffin book ! What a great idea. It had to be ‘Watership Down’, a distant
memory of a great book from when mummy was young and a new and exciting
book for me to read. We couldn't wait to start.
We recommend you all Share a Puffin book! The book we shared was ‘Watership Down’. We
started off reading one chapter each then passing the book back and chatting about it. This didn't
last long as soon each of us was secretly reading on. We both confessed after Chapter 11 and then
had a constant battle over who was reading next. Some of the book we read out loud together,
some chapters we enjoyed alone. What was most enjoyable was talking about the book together.
Two rabbits called Fiver and Hazel are the main characters in the book although each of the
rabbits has its own unique personality. Hazel and Fiver lead this group on an exciting adventure
to find a new home when Fiver has a premonition that their home is going to be destroyed.
Danger and disaster lurks ahead.
We got caught up with emotion, wondering what would happen to these rabbits on each twist of
their journey. Sad and scary at times, we enjoyed the book immensely.

Sidney Greenslade, age 10
An absorbing tale of adventure and peril, bravery and loyalty, filled with loveable
rabbit characters.

‘Watership Down’ is an absorbing tale of a small band of courageous rabbits. Fiver is a small
rabbit, a yearling, but he has a very rare, intriguing sixth sense and he foresaw that a disaster
was going to fall upon their warren in Sandleford. So, with his elder brother, Hazel, a small but
brave party of young rabbits sets off to find a new, safer home.
Join them as they search for the hills where Fiver believes they will finally be safe. However, the
journey will be long and danger will be all around. Injuries and fights are certain – will Fiver
and his tiny friend Pipkin ever complete the enormous journey and reach safety?
The task seems impossible but the band is made of the most brave and loyal rabbits since ElAhrairah, the legendary rabbit. But can even these brave creatures make it past such dreadful
danger?
Watership Down is a great story. It took me a little while to get into it, especially as the rabbits
use their own language for certain words, but once I was familiar with those I found the book
truly absorbing as the amazing story unfolded in front of me.
I really liked Pipkin and Dandelion, they were my favourite rabbits with their tiny size and
speed, but all the characters were really interesting.
I loved the themes of adventure, bravery and loyalty. I love most animal stories but this book
goes in my top ten and, even though it's 617 pages long I will definitely read it again!

Katie Johnson, age 10
When I first looked at this book and saw that it was over 600 pages long, my initial thought was
that it was going to be long, boring and that I wouldn't like it at all.
However, once I started reading, I found it really hard to stop or put the book down! It is a very
gripping story, full of tension, but towards the end it begins to ge sadder and sadder.
It is very moving in the way it has been written, and the characters in the book are very lively
and interesting.
This is one of the best, longest and most powerful books I have ever read!

Miss Hindley - Freegrounds Junior School
An epic read but well worth persevering with.
My Dad first asked me to read this when I was young and I never quite understood it. When sent
a copy to read with my class, I was daunted by the prospect of the 400+ pages and the complex
subject matter. However, the book can be read on many levels - the children enjoyed the talking
rabbits and getting a view into their world. Some of them began to grasp some of the
complexities of the story but more than anything it was just a brilliant (challenging) adventure
story. Made a good step up from some of the simpler animal stories that seem to be very popular
at the minute.

Mia Thurston-Mathews, age 10
‘Watership Down’ is an amazing book full of action, adventure, danger, bravery and
friendship and I would definitely recommend it.

This is a story about a group of rabbits who have to leave their home as one of them believes it is
about to be destroyed. The names of the characters are strange and unique - Bigwig, Hazel,
Pipkin and Hyzenthlay for instance. They are all very different characters - Hazel is the leader
of the band of rabbits that ran away to start a new warren and keeps everyone safe and Bigwig
is a good fighter when the warren is in trouble. They go through a series of unfortunate events
but they always seem to fix it somehow. The ending is both happy and sad but I won’t tell you
what happens. It is a long book but once I got into it I couldn’t stop reading.

The Borrowers
by Mary Norton
Leoni Williams, age 8
The whole time me and my mum were reading this
book I was thinking 'aw they're so cute' or 'that's cool.
I wish I could do that'
I wish there really was little tiny people living
under the floor in my house and I wish I was the
person who found them. I've even got a doll house they
could live in, and it's got tiny furniture!
I loved the film and I loved the book just as
much. When my mum was having my little sister and
she asked me what I'd like to call her I wanted to call
her Arrietty Mariella. It would have been nice if we
could have been Borrowers together.

Leoni’s Mum
Growing up ‘The Borrowers’ was one of my favourite books and reading it again
with my daughter was a lovely experience. There's something very exciting about little
people living in your house 'borrowing' things. I remember as a child (with an overactive
imagination) when something went missing thinking we had Borrowers and searching the house
for hours just incase, in the hope I might actually see one. It also gave me lots of ideas for making
things for myself out of bits and pieces lying around. I'd think to myself 'here's a button. What
could I use this for? What would a Borrower make out of it?'
A truly magical, wonderful story with a happy ending and I'm glad I got to read it
again.

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11
‘The Borrower’s was a great book. I loved the characters and their personalities.
The plot was great and it kept you guessing until the end when there was a twist. This book is
about Borrowers who are the height of a cup and who borrow things from the 'human beans'.
The story is all about the families of the Borrowers. They are spotted by a human bean and the
story unfolds when they are found. This book was exciting; it contained action and adventure.
Five out of Five stars.

Joseph Harris-Hart, age 12
A book set in the olden days , as it was before computers. I read it together with my
mum and sister and really enjoyed it.

This is a book about a family of very small people called borrowers, the families are named after
the part of the house they live in.
This story is about the Clock family Pod, Homily and Arrietty. One day Pod takes Arrietty out
borrowing, while they are borrowing Arrietty goes out of her dads sight and a giant sees her [a
boy] and Arrietty acts like she is the big one.
I would rate this book 6/10 .

Jasmine Harris-Hart, age 12 – www.Jasminesblogonbooks.blogspot.co.uk
A great read for all of the family, young or old. I loved it!
I really enjoyed reading this book with my family, even though it is an old book. I am glad Puffin
books are releasing some older stories again.
It is about a tiny family called the Clocks. They live under the floorboards behind the kitchen
clock in an old house. Everything they need they get from the house above them. The story tells of
their adventures as they struggle to survive.
My favourite character is Arrietty who is 12 (like me) because even though she is small she has a
big impact in the story and was funny too.
When she meets the boy, next to the cherry blossom tree, she acts as if she is ten times bigger than
him but he is the giant!

Jasmine and Josepth’s Mum
A magical story set in a time when computers, mobile phones and such didn't exist.
I read this for the first time along with my children. It was a good book to read out loud and I
enjoyed "doing the voices."
Homily, Pod and their daughter Arrietty are a family of little people living underneath the floor
of an old house.They get up to exciting adventures whilst going up through a hole by the old
kitchen clock to scavenge for their food and home comforts.
The story is about Arrietty becoming a borrower and her parents guiding her through the
difficult and dangerous art of borrowing. When they are "seen" by the giants of the house, life
becomes more uncertain for them and Pod wants to move out into the country much to his wife's
horror.
I liked the way they adapted the giant world's things for their own purposes too.
Releasing this book again for today's generation of children to enjoy is a great idea
and will fire their imaginations. I may have missed it the first time round but have had the
pleasure of reading it with my family.
I wonder if the TV series I watched as a child, 'The Land of The Giants' was inspired by this book?

Adiella Norridge, age 10
‘The Borrowers’ draws you into a world of imagination: if I was tiny how would I
live? This is the whole idea that I love.

I love the whole idea behind ‘The Borrowers’: mini people and their world, and I especially enjoy
the intricate descriptions of the rooms occupied by the Borrowers, with postage stamps used as
pictures to be hung on the living room walls, wallpaper constructed from old letters and
matchbox chests of drawers. It draws you into a world of imagination: If I was tiny what would
I use to furnish my home? How would I live? What would my relationship with the human
occupants of the house be like? I like that whole kind of idea that the book creates. My favourite
character is Arrietty: she is very adventurous and doesn't let anyone stand in her way. She is not
restricted by the anxieties and worries of Homily, her mother.

Adiella’s Mum
I liked these stories as a child and remember owning and reading the series.
Coming back to them decades later I'm still struck by how well the world of the
Borrowers is created, and how convincing the tiny people are. Like Adiella, I love the careful
detail with which their world is constructed. The stories remind me of a series we read with the
children a few years ago, ‘Tumtum and Nutmeg’, which is based on a similar premise -- tiny
occupants behind the skirting boards borrowing/stealing from the house, and whose presence is
not known or sensed by the adults, but I find the Borrowers more engaging and better
characterized, and the drama is more heightened, creating more genuine tension and concern.
The stories have aged very well, and don't seem very old-fashioned.

Mairi Bauer, age 10
Adventures of little people under the floor boards.
I found this book quite difficult to read because it had too many tricky words which made it
difficult to understand the story. I have seen the film and it looks like a good story, so I might try
it again when I am a bit older.

Susanna and Matthew Wagstaff, age 12
A fun book that is suitable for all ages that tells the adventures of a family who are
only a few inches tall!
‘The Borrowers’ is a fun book that is suitable for all ages; my Dad and I both read and enjoyed it.
The reason we both enjoyed it so much is because it lets you see the world from an entirely
different perspective. The story is all about a family of tiny people who live under a kitchen clock
and ‘borrow’ items from the house around them in order to live day to day. (Can you imagine
how scary human beings are if you’re only a couple of inches tall?) Everything is working out
just fine until the daughter goes ‘borrowing’ for the first time and is seen by a human! Overall,
we both recommend this story as it is sure to appeal to everyone who enjoys a light-hearted but
fun story.

Stig of the Dump
by Clive King
Oliver Lonsdale, age 6
I loved this book it was exciting and I loved the
characters.
This book is about a boy called Barney and a caveman
type boy he meets at a piece of land nearby called Stig. I
liked it because you didn't know what would happen
next. I particulary like the bits about Stigs house and the
things he made for it like the chimney and the fireplace.

Brodie Greenslade, age 8
‘Stig of the Dump’ is a great, unusual story of friendship
and adventure. I would recommend it to everyone.
‘Stig of the Dump’ is an amazing story about a boy
named Barny who, on a cold, dull, grey day, falls to the bottom of a chalk pit used as a dump and
there meets Stig.
Stig lives alone in the dump and Barny is fascinated by the things Stig does and makes. Barny
enjoys helping Stig make a working chimney and window out of jam jars and tins found in the
dump and Stig finds Barny interesting too.
They also meet a leopard!
Later in the story Barny, his sister, Lou and their dog, Dinah travel back in time on Midsummer
Night and visit the Stone Age where they meet Stone Age people, including one who is very
familiar...
I really liked ‘Stig of the Dump’ for it was interesting, funny, cool, strange and
amazingly good. So good, in fact, that I felt like I was there. I have read it twice
now!

Alexander Bisland, age 9
There was a boy who was told not to go near the chalk pit (the dump) but it was a grey day
where you couldn’t go anywhere and you couldn’t do anything but go to the chalk pit. So Barney
went to play near the chalk pit. He was told not to go near it because at the edge of the chalk pit
the ground crumbles when you stand on it and you fall.
Well, Barney did just that, fell, summersaulted, got tangled up in vines and landed in a pile of
moss. He bumped his head so lots of silly things were going on in his brain. After a while he woke
up and thought he had broken his arm, neck or leg. But he hadn’t, he had only got his legs tied up
in vines. Then … he heard a voice! A loud deep voice coming from the cave. He was on the floor

outside the cave. “Who’s there?” said Barney. A grunt came as a reply, followed by something
that sounded like “Stig”. This is the start of their friendship!
Even though his grandma and sister don’t believe him about Stig, he still tries to convince them
that he is real.
What is Stig?
If he is something from the past can they get him back to his own time period?
Read the book and find out!
I enjoyed the “Extra, Extra Read About It” at the end of the book because it was
interesting and full of facts.
I recommend the book to 8+ because it doesn’t have complicated words in it.
I give this ‘OLD’ book 10 stars - **********
If you like the book, youtube the TV series! Also, ask your mums and dads if they have seen the
series or read ‘Stig of the Dump’. I bet they remember it!

Goodnight Mister Tom
by Michelle Magorian
Luke Bauer, Age 11
Everyone will enjoy this fantastic novel about
the WW2 evacuee William Beech. William gets
evacuated to the town of Little Weirwold, and
with his foster parent, Tom, he discovers a
whole new world.
I really enjoyed this book. The informal language
made the book better. You could imagine what
happens because of the descriptive text about the time
in which the book is set. The length of the book makes
it easier to read and so that the reader doesn't get
bored and puts it down. I would recommend this book
to 8-11 year olds but some adults might enjoy it too.
I would rate this four stars and I'd say this is for both
girls and boys to read.

Isobel Jeffries, age 8
I really believed in the characters and the setting for this story. It made me ask
Grandma about the war and evacuees, which Mum said was a good thing to do so
that we remember what happened.
I really enjoyed the story, particularly the descriptions and the character of Zacharias WrenchZach for short. There were some chapters that I didn't enjoy because they were sad and some of
the characters were horrible, but this made me believe in the story even more.

Isobel’s Mum
I had forgotten how powerful this story is, and some of it was perhaps a bit difficult
to understand for my eight year old. However the story kept her going and we
enjoyed reading it together.

Erica Motoc, age 7
‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ is a really good book which uses grown up language and I find it
useful to learn new words. My favourite part is where the evacuee called Willie meets some
friends named Ginnie, Carrie, Zach and George at Little Weirwold when he first gets there.
When Willie starts school he has to be in the first class, where people cannot read or write, taught
by Mrs. Black. But Willie builds up and goes to Mrs. Hartidges class, with all his other friends.

With his mum being cruel to him, sewing his pants to his vest and telling him that kissing is a sin
and going to the theatre is a sin, but also to other people, like baby Trudy, he gets to be
kidnapped back by Mr Tom who takes him to the hospital and looks after him.

Emily Keaveny, age 10
A fantastic book about the Second World War and what it was like to be an
evacuee.
There are some sad bits but it is nice that when he goes to Mr Tom his life gets better. His mum is
mean and he has no friends, his mum is wrong because when he goes to stay with Mr Tom he
makes friends. When Willie went on the stage he was able to overcome some of his fears. It was
nice of Mr Tom to not hurt Willie and not use the belt his mum sent.
It made me feel happy that Willie stopped being shy when he lived with Mr Tom.
If you are interested in the Second World War and are older than 10 you would enjoy this book.

Tarka the Otter
by Henry Williamson
Class 6H - Freegrounds junior School, age 11
Timeless classic, enjoyable to read at any age!
I remember reading this as a child, so when I was
asked to read it with my class I was very excited. It's a
difficult story to read aloud, with lots of very emotional
parts (particularly the ending). Nevertheless we really
enjoyed it and it was a good window into another time
and place. Tarka captured all of our imaginations and
we ended up thoroughly enjoying the story.

Emily Lonsdale, age 8 and Mum
Interesting book about the world through an
Otters eyes. Language amazing and details of the countryside beautiful .
Emily and I read this together and I have to say that although we enjoyed the story it didn't
capture her attention like others. It was first published in 1927 and as a result the language is
very beautiful descriptive but hard at times for an eight year old to understand.
The story is about the world through an Otters eyes at a time when Otter hunting was a legal
sport enjoyed by all. We won’t spoil the end but it wasn't pretty and as a result maybe I think we
might leave it a few years before we read it again.

Charlotte’s Web
by E.B. White
Matilda Greenacre, age 8
This is a fascinating story about a spider, pig
and little girl.
If you haven't read this story yet, you really must give
it a try. Your mum and maybe even you Nanny will
remember it!
The story follows Wilbur the pig and his friendships
with Charlotte the spider and Fern a little girl.
It's happy, it's sad, it's exciting, it’s BRILLIANT!

Jessica Cobbin, age 7
This is a really great book. Charlotte is a very clever
spider, and she saves the life of the pig, Wilbur. You will never guess how a spider can save a
pig's life, but you should read this book to find out! There is one really funny bit, where Fern is in
class but she can't stop thinking about Wilbur, and when the teacher asks her a question, she just
says "Wilbur". I read this bit to my Daddy and he found it funny too. It is also a moving book
with something very sad that happens in it. I have never read a story like this before, and
I think I will remember it for a long time. I also want to see the film now I have
read the book, but I bet the book will be better.

Val Cobbin, Jessica’s mum
Wow! Just, wow! What a lovely, life-affirming, incredible book. I read this along
with my daughter and cannot believe I have left it to the age of 40 discover this
gem. A beautiful story.

Milind Kowsik, age 7
‘Charlotte's Web’ is a really great classic because it used to be my mum's favourite
when she was little and now it is also one of my favourite books. This story is about
Wilbur the pig and Charlotte the spider. It is a nice friendship story about how Charlotte saves
Wilbur from being made into pork by farmer Zuckerman.
I read the story with Gran and we enjoyed reading about all the clever webs that Charlotte spun,
and we both thought that it is always a blessing to have friends who keep promises, just like
Charlotte. Although it made us a tiny bit sad in the end, we liked it when Wilbur took care of the
little spiders. We enjoyed watching the movie as well, but reading the book was the best. I
wonder if this book inspired Emer Stamp to write my other favourite pig story ‘I is Pig’.

I give ‘Charlotte's Web’ 11/10!

Isla Bauer, age 8
All adventures with the amazing Wilbur the Pig.
This was an exciting book about a little girl called Fern who gets a little pig named Wilbur. I
enjoyed reading this book with my mummy because some of the words were a bit tricky. I
thought that Templeton the rat was very mean to Wilbur because he called him names.

Lola Frary, age 10
This is an excellent classic which will be remembered forever and a definite must
read.
This amazing classic is still around after being published in 1952 and still being read all over the
world. The main character is called fern who weirdly makes friends with a spider called
Charlotte. They together protect Wilbur the pig from the fate of fat little pigs at christmas. In this
story of friendship, suffering, and the passing on into time, it reminds you that anything can be
done with friends.
The author, E.B. White had an astonishing imagination to think of such a funny and peculiar
story.

