
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
ShoutyKid: How Harry Riddles made a Mega-
Amazing Zombie Movie by Simon Mayle 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Isaac East, age 8 

‘Shoutykid’ is a great book. It is 

written as lots of emails which is 

unusual for a book but interesting. 

It also made it really quick to read.  

If you like ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ or 

‘Tom Gates’ books you will like reading 

this book. 

I would recommend this book to girls 

and boys because its really funny and it 

made me laugh. 

 

Rohan Delamere, age 8 

This amazingly funny book is 

about a boy called Harry Riddles 

who is trying to make a zombie 

movie called ‘My Pet Zombie’ but it 

all goes horribly wrong. What will 

happen next?  

This is a book about a boy called Harry Riddles who is trying to make a movie 

about this vegetarian zombie who only eats carrots but he doesn't think that 

anybody will want to watch it so he makes another movie called ‘Eat The 

Parents’. Just as he has nearly finished, his pet, called dingbat, knocks over the 

set and ruins the film but when Harry posts it his cousin puts it on you tube and 

then it starts going viral! I would give this book 9 out of 10 and would 

recommend it for ages  8 to 11 

 

 



 

 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

Harry has a lot of problems but can a hot-shot director, Harry Styles 

or even the Queen help him? One thing is certain, Harry will be sure 

to ask! Hilarious, with a really cool format. I loved it!  

‘Shoutykid – How Harry Riddles made a Mega-Amazing Zombie Movie’ is 

unlike any book I've ever read.  The whole book is written in the form of e-mails, 

letters, film scripts, messages and texts.  It's a really cool and different format 

and it suited the story perfectly.  Harry has a lot of problems and writes about 

them to a lot of people.  His cousin Charley lives in California and plays the 

‘World of Zombies’ game with him online but he can't help Harry with all of his 

problems.  His sister has kidnapped his monkey, so that he'll be nice to her 

boyfriend, and Harry wants her added to the ‘Deadly 60’ list.  His worst enemy 

at school likes the same girl as he does and he's having big problems with the 

zombie movie he's trying to make.  'My Pet Zombie' was a lovely animation 

about a nice, carrot-eating, veggie zombie but nobody liked it.  His new film 

idea, 'Eat the Parents', looks set to be more successful until his dog eats the set.  

Can Dragons' Den, a newspaper Agony Aunt, a hot-shot director, Harry Styles 

or even the Queen help Harry with all of his problems?  One thing is certain, 

Harry will be sure to ask! 

Harry certainly has a lot of problems and his messages about them are all 

hilariously funny.  The format of this book was amazing, it was really different 

and fun to read.  I loved it! 

 

Daniel Aconley, age 11 

An enjoyable book that made me want to carry on reading to see 

what would happen next.  

I liked the style of the book, it was like a cartoon which made it more 

interesting. A funny book at times, especially the dog that liked trying to catch 

the rabbits down the rabbit holes!! with a good ending, will there be more 

adventures with Harry? I hope so. 

 

Charlotte Rosevear, age 9 

I didn't like this much because it was mostly emails between Harry 

and Charley his cousin, and sometimes its just "LOL"! 



 

 

The only part I liked was when he wrote letters to the queen at the top it said " 

From the desk of his Royal Harriness" 

 

James Harrison , age 10 

This was a really, really enjoyable book. Anyone who has read it 

can't not love it. The idea is just brilliant: the whole story is an email! Harry 

thinks that writing to famous people in the world will  mean that they will come 

and help him with his life.There's not much more to write about this book just If 

there's a sequel pleeeeeeeeeeeeease can I have it?!  

 

William Sheehan age 9 

This book is awesome, epic, funny and entertaining. It's all about a boy 

called Harry Riddles who wants to make a zombie movie, he writes lots of 

letters and emails to famous people like the Queen and the Prime Minister for 

advice. I love the way the book is written in the form of letters and emails and 

texts, it's really easy to follow the story. I hope that the author writes lots 

more adventures for Harry.  

 

Alexander Bisland, age 8 

This book is about a boy called Harry who writes e-mails to his family. He 

would use Facebook but his mum stopped him! He also writes letters to famous 

people, like the Queen, Harry Styles and Sam Mendes!  

He is a very good gamer and he plays a game called ‘World of Zombies’ where 

you shoot zombies and he is so good he gets 6 elite gaming prestiges (the MAX) 

on it as he plays it every night!  

Due to the fact that he plays that game, he created a zombie movie for his dad to 

get money for the family to stop them falling off the Fiscal Cliff! This reason for 

this is that his dad’s last movie went straight to DVD and in Super Saves bin and 

he ends up working at Super Save to earn some money.  

Also, earlier in the story, he meets a girl called Jessica and wants to impress her 

and the only chance is at the school play.  

Does he manage it????? Read it and find out!  

I thought it was a good book and I always wanted to read on.  

I recommend it to 7+ exciting readers!  I give it a big 10/10. 



 

 

 

Tom Greenan, age 8 

If you liked ‘Diary of a Wimpy kid’ then you will like this brilliant 

book.  

Harry Riddles (ShoutyKid) is an ordinary kid who wants to make a zombie 

movie as he likes ‘World Of Zombies’ video game. He gets a laptop from his dad 

and he e-mails loads of people including friends, family and some famous 

people (including the Queen) for tips. Some replies are friendly but others are 

mean. The whole book is made of e-mails which makes it more fun to read.   On 

a rating of 1-10 this book would come 8 out of 10. This is a very good book and I 

think that Simon Mayle is a very good writer. I think that most children age 8-

10 would like this book as it is about modern stuff. 

 

Leia Honeyman, age 10 

A hilarious book filled with laughs and some drama. I loved Harry 

Riddles a fantastic new character. This book was a joy to read. 

Totally awesome.  

I cannot recommend ‘Shoutykid’ enough, the trials of Harry Riddles life are 

laugh out loud funny.  

Harry's dad is trying to sell his movie and the family might have to move 

because of his dad's job- so Harry has to make money and get some help. 

Through a series of letters, emails and texts you follow the ups and downs of this 

character as he writes to a series of famous people such as the Queen, Daniel 

Craig and Harry Styles! I could not stop laughing.  

The illustrations are hilarious and Harry's optimistic views on life are great. It 

is a lovely story of belief underneath all the comedy. 

This is the first in a trilogy I can't wait for the other books to come out. Go out 

and grab a copy you won't be disappointed. 

 

Alina Wraith, age 9 

‘Shoutykid’ was an interesting book that made me laugh and I liked 

Simon Mayles’ style.  But although it made me laugh I found parts of it 

difficult to understand because it was basically a collection of emails and text 

messages rather than a straightforward story.  I found it confusing in 

parts and didn’t enjoy it as much as other books I’ve read recently. 



 

 

 

 

Hannah Lunt, age 7 

I wasn't sure if I would like this book at first because it is very different to books 

that I usually read. It is mostly written as emails, texts and letters from Harry 

to other people- he even wrote to the Queen! 

Once I got into it I couldn't put it down because I wanted to know if it 

was a good ending for Harry. I've told my friends how good it is too. 

 

Taela, age 9 

A fun, silly and a bit sad diary about Harry and his on-off friend and 

cousin in California called Charley. In their email diaries you find 

out lots of crazy things that kids get up to. I love this!  

Poor Harry is lonely. Not only has his cousin more friends and a better life than 

him. He also writes his emails from home in California! In this fun but also quite 

emotional book, written like a diary, I learnt lots about how boys my age feel 

and  talk. The fun slang made even my teacher laugh in class as I read it to her!!  

I sort of like ‘Wimpy Kid’ but ‘Shoutykid’ is brilliant. If you are looking for a fun 

easy read, this is the one. Get it now! 

 

Alex Faulkner, age 10 

‘Shoutykid’ is a funny book written in letters over the internet.  

‘Shoutykid’ is a book about a boy who's dad does not have very much money but 

can still afford Computer games somehow. When the boy starts to tell everyone 

that famous people are coming to the school play, things get messy. 

I think shoutykid is a good book. One thing I don't like about it is that it's set in 

messages over the internet it didn't feel like a book. It's like you are reading 

texts. But overall I found it funny. I think this would be for ages 10-13. 

  

  

    


