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Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 10 

What a brilliant book. A boy who can 

talk to animals and shape shift. Perfect 

for reluctant boy readers I would say, 

as it's full of suspense and excitement.  

I really enjoyed reading this book. Simon 

discovers early on that he is an Animalgam, 

meaning he can talk to animals and even 

shape shift (which he didn't know initially). I 

loved the author's way of writing as the book 

was full of lots of suspense and excitement 

which made me want to keep on reading. If I 

had the chance, I would be in the Mammal 

kingdom! My Mum says that she would 

choose the bird kingdom! Read this book to 

find out why. Highly recommend this book, 

especially to boys but I think girls would like 

it too. 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

‘Simon Thorn and the Wolf’s Den’ is an amazing take on the shape-shifting 

genre. The book took me by surprise right from the start and the fact that it was 

so different made it stand out from the crowd. It follows Simon on his journey 

through modern day New York, as he discovers that he and his family are 

Animalgams. He finds out that his family is a lot bigger than he originally 

thought. His now-dead father was the heir to the throne of the Animalgams; he 

has an identical twin, Nolan; his Grandfather is Orion, leader of the bird 



 

kingdom of Animalgams and his aunt is the Alpha, leader of the mammal 

kingdom. Even before he discovered this Simon knew he was different, he could 

talk to animals from an early age and even has a mouse called Felix as a friend. 

Simon lives with his uncle, Darryl, who always told him to “stay away from 

animals”, but never explained why. Now Simon understands. Can Simon, Nolan 

and their new friends survive the battle before them? Will Simon ever be able to 

return to his normal life and who can he trust? 

This book had a great mix of amazing plot, thrilling action scenes and 

a jaw-dropping cliffhanger ending that left me begging for more of 

this incredible series. 

 

Henry Plummer, age 10 

The Animalgam world is in grave danger.  Will Simon Thorn, a 12 

year old boy living in Manhattan, who discovers he can 

communicate with animals, be the one to save it?  

Simon Thorn has a normal life for a boy of 12 years old.  He lives in a cramped, 

tiny apartment in NYC with his Uncle Darryl.  But Simon is hiding a secret.  He 

can talk to animals but who would believe him? 

When his mother visits him out of the blue, Simon suddenly has to use his new 

found powers to try and rescue her when she is kidnapped by thousands of 

bloodthirsty rats.   Soon Simon finds out he can do much more than talk to 

animals, Simon is an Animalgam - he was born with the ability to talk to and 

shift into animals- and there are many more like like him. He befriends a girl 

called Winter, who explains all about Alpha and her evil plan to reassemble the 

Predator, the most dangerous weapon to all in the animal kingdoms. Will 

Simon realise he has the power to save the Animalgams from being wiped out? 

Or will Alpha succeed and kill the heir to the Beast King..... 

 

Alice East, age 11 

When Simon finds out that he is an Animalgam, someone who can shape shift 

into animals, His life changes.  Simon discovers family he never knew he had.  

More importantly he discovers a hidden truth about the Animalgam leader, his 

grandma, Alpha.  It is up to Simon to save the Animalgams. 

I found this book really interesting and exciting.  The story moved on quickly 

and it was a really cool world that Aimee carter had built up and I am looking 

forward to reading the next book in the series because this one was thrilling and 



 

I want to hear more about Simon Thorn's fantastic adventures. This is one of 

the best books I have read in a long time.  I would rate this 10/10! 

 

Charlotte Gordon, age 11 

‘Simon Thorn and the Wolf's Den’ is a brilliant book. It is well 

written and has an amazing story line.  

The book is all about a boy who has an unusual talent. One day an unexpected 

visitor turns up and his life is suddenly flipped upside down. I won't tell you 

anymore you will have to read it for yourself. The ending is brilliant. I think 

anyone who is 9+ and is into Percy Jackson or Fantasy Books should definitely 

read this book. 

 

Oliver Thorpe, age 9 

This book is extraordinary.  Simon is a boy living with his uncle 

while his mother works away.  One day he meets a talking eagle.  

The next thing he knows he is whisked away to a world of adventure.  

This is one of the best books I've ever read.  Simon Thorne is an ordinary boy 

defending himself against ordinary bullies.  Except for one thing.  He can 

converse with animals.  He lives with his uncle while his mother works away.  

One day his mother comes to visit him, and they are assaulted by rats and his 

mother is kidnapped. His uncle whisks him away to a world of Animalgam's, a 

secret race of animal shape shifters, and Simon discovers that he is one too.  Can 

he go on a dangerous mission to save his mother and defeat the evil Mammal 

Queen? 

I like the sense of anticipation and adventure that comes in almost every 

chapter.  I can't wait to read the next Simon Thorne adventure. 

 

 

  

  

  

   


