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Georgina Rowe, age 16 

This book was incredibly 

interesting and absorbing, 

perfectly capturing the spirit of the 

protagonist, Tori who is multi-

dimensional and has many layers, 

all meshed on top of one another.  

Tori is depressed, but not just that. 

Unlike many one-dimensional teen 

stereotypes Tori has many layers, all 

meshed on top of one another. Some days 

she is compassionate, others she is not. 

Some days she can convey her feelings, 

some days she struggles. Surrounded by 

a rich cast of characters including her 

brother Charlie and her friends, Tori is 

perfectly drawn. 

What this book does well is to let you 

inside Tori's mind, so you keep up with 

her and go no further. There is an 

element of mystery in the intriguing 

'Solitaire' movement, and when a character later exclaims their disbelief that 

she hadn't uncovered it sooner, you are held in a similar stead.  

The writing is beautiful, both in pace and artistic style. As a debut author at the 

age of 19, Alice Oseman astounded me with the maturity of her writing and 

simple loveliness of it. It isn't a book which isolates you from its depressed 

protagonist, instead it simply absorbs you into her psyche.  

I would say that although the ending is a little rushed it is meant to be that way, 

reflecting how events would run in real life.  

So I would definitely recommend this book unless you are the sort of person who 



will only read soppy romances. For this is not a romance, as you are informed 

on the cover. It may have hints of romance but unlike many teen novels this is 

not its only plot arc. Tori can hold her own without wilting due to due to 

rejection. Tori would laugh in the face of the patriarchy which expects this from 

her. 

 

Sophia Ufton, adult 

Brilliant book, loved how it was wrote and structured. It was very 

well written and just a wonderfull story. 

This is the story of Victoria Spring, aka. Tori. She goes to a sixth form school 

called Harvey Greene Grammar school for girls or Higgs and her best friend is 

Rebecca Allen. Tori is a quiet person who usually keeps herself to herself and 

stays at home all the time and misses some lessons.  

Then one day on her locker there is a post-it note with a arrow pointing to the 

left, she looks that way and finds another and eventually ends up at a computer 

room, when she goes in she finds a URL Solitaire.co.uk.  

Please read this book to find out what happens to Tori, you won't be 

disappointed. 

 

Alice Horncastle, age 14 

I found this book brilliant! Not only was it written exceptionally well 

by a new teen author, I also found I could relate to Tori very 

well,and the whole book drew me in straight away!  

This book has been an inspiration to me! Written by such a young and talented 

author, it has made me want to publish my own book!  

Tori is a typical 16 year old who loves blogging, but dislikes the real world a lot 

more. When she comes across a seris of arrowed post-it notes leading to a 

mysterious website address named 'Solitaire', how does she ever know her life is 

about to turn around? 

Funny and secretly heart warming, I would recommend this book anyday to 

teenagers all over the world! 

 

Amy Laws, age 13 

Alice Oseman, you're the next big author, there's only one way to put 



it.  

I loved this book, it was gripping and exciting. I literally could not put it down. 

Alice Oseman is the next award winning author! 

 

Phoebe Allan, age 14  

I ADORED Alice Oseman’s ‘Solitaire’ and I don’t know what else to say! This 

book was something I could relate to in a way that was so similar to my school 

life, it was kind of scary. Oseman has managed to capture the essence of the 

‘Our Crowd’ and other school groups as well as clearly gathering the situation 

of being a ‘fangirl (or boy)’ with your group of best friends. The book works 

wonderfully, the plot moving in such a beautiful way. Tori’s confusing situation 

is so easy to understand, but also makes you feel suspended in the exact way 

that she is. The characters are woven in such an intricate way that it is 

wonderful to hear what is happening to them, laughing, growing 

and moving with them. I think that Oseman is a genius and I have been 

dragged into this book by her intelligent way with words. Thumbs to the sky! 

 

Jenny Duffy, age 21 - http://thebookstheartandme.wordpress.com 

‘Solitaire's’ greatest achievement is not in the main plot or the 

protagonist, but in Tori’s brother Charlie.  

Tori Spring keeps to herself. She doesn’t show her emotions, except in her blog.  

She used to be more social, but things have changed. Then Michael Holden 

arrives, and is insistent on getting to know Tori. Not that she cares. Not only 

does she have to deal with Michael, and with old friend Lucas, but a new blog 

called Solitaire starts a series of practical jokes in her school that begin to take a 

darker side. 

There is a lot to like about this book – the concept is very interesting, as is the 

inclusion of the blogging world and the pop culture references. I think its 

greatest achievement is not in the main plot or the protagonist, but in Tori’s 

brother Charlie. He offers a rare portrayal in YA fiction of a young boy 

struggling with an eating disorder. His challenges with his mental health are 

handled in a sensitive manner although this is somewhat at odds with some glib 

remarks made by Tori. Overall I feel this book had great ideas behind it, but 

could have done with some more editing and rewriting. A strong and 

different debut. 

 



Emily Passmore, age 13 

I absolutely loved this book. You don't know what's coming next, the 

characters are brilliant and the story is just so original!  

When I started the book, I wasn't totally sure what was going on.  As I was 

reading some other books, I stopped reading for a while, but when I came back 

to it and read a bit more, I fell in love with it. I loved all the characters, and 

everybody is bound to relate with at least one of them. It has references to all 

these other things which just make it more real - tumblr, TV shows, ship names. 

I read most of it in about a day! Brilliant. 

 

Ciara McIlvenna, age 17 

A fun yet thought provoking novel about the highs and lows of 

adolescent drama. That is relatable for all. A thoroughly enjoyable 

read with a fast paced narrative that doesn't let up.  

Oseman shows us the world through the eyes of sixteen year old Victoria Spring, 

which is a realistic take on the teenage condition. She identifies accurately the 

exact emotions and struggles every teenager feels in a funny, yet honest 

narrative. The utilisation of motifs and literary references is smart and her 

ironic use of tropes helps to create an interesting plot line. A poignant and 

thought provoking read, I strongly recommend. 

 

 

 


