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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Kulsuma  Begum 

When a bomb in a market place makes 

Charlie an orphan, she will stop at nothing 

to find out who is responsible. So when she 

becomes suspicious of her best friend's 

brother, it's not long before she finds out 

the truth.  

I really enjoyed ‘Split Second’ by Sophie 

McKenzie. Though this takes place in the 

near future, this is a stark reflection of 

today's society. I loved how fast-paced and 

gripping the story was. Also, the dual 

narration made the story fly by. I was 

always left in suspense at the end of each 

chapter, as most times, there was a 

cliffhanger.  

Charlie and Nat (wish his full name was 

used-Nathan) suddenly only have each 

other and they set out to find the truth... 

However, there are those who will stop at 

nothing to stop them from finding out the 

truth.  

Overall, ‘Split Second’ was a gripping read. I couldn't wait to read the 

second book, ‘Every Second Counts’. 

 

Lorraine Baker 

Charlotte (Charlie) and Nat are brought together when a terrosit attack 

happens on a London market.  But as Charlie gets to know Nat she wonders if 

he and his family know more about the attack than thay are letting on. 

A fast paced book that keeps you interested right to the end but what 



  

is more frightening is that this sort of thing could happen - a very 

realistic book aimed at young adults but is easily read by older 

adults. 

All in all a book that I would highly recommend and that was enjoyable to read 

and flowed easily and were not difficult to follow. 

 

Charlotte Connolly  

A faced paced thriller set in dystopian Britan with two very 

believable teenage protagonists!  

In split second we follow Charlie and Nat who's lives are both changed forever 

after a terrorist explosion in a London market in a near future dystopian 

Britan. 

The story is told in short alternating chapters switching from Charlie’s point of 

view and Nats and the story starts just before the explosion happens. 

Both Charlie and Nat have very distinct voices and even if we weren't told who's 

chapter it was it was very easy to tell and I found both of their chapters as 

interesting as each others. 

I don't want to give away too much about the story line but it is action packed 

thriller and there are a few twists along the way. 

I really liked this book and am already a third through the next in the series 

‘Every Second Counts’ as I was desperate to know what happens next. 

I think young adults and adults who like other thriller/dystopian like books 

would love this series and i'm happy i found it! 

**Thank you to lovereading for the review copy of Split Second and Every 

Second Counts. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

Being an older reader of 57, I gave this and ‘Every Second Counts’ to my 14 year 

old niece, She read them both over a weekend and was full of praise for both. 

The story of Charlie and Nat who meet after a terrorist bombing in London in 

the near future starts off at a cracking pace and continues throughout both 

books. The short chapters propel the story along at a fast speed. The 

development of the relationship between Nat and Charlie is handled well and 

has you rooting for them. The twist at the end of Split Second’ leaves you 



  

wanting more. 

‘Every Second Counts’ is just as good and carries on at the same breakneck 

speed with Charlie and Nat having to split to clear their names and return to a 

relatively normal life. The ending is not the neatly tied package but is a 

satisfying conclusion to a highly recommended pair of books for young 

adults although anyone would enjoy reading them. 

 

Ella Grabsky, age 14 

‘Split Second’ is a fast-paced thriller novel with a dash of romance 

added for excitment. It is set in the near future in Britain. However things 

aren’t as stable as one would have liked. A terrorist attack changes Charlie's life. 

It also changes Nat's. When the two teenagers meet, they are unaware of the 

connection they have.  

A book full of suspence and betrayal, ‘Split Second’ is a great book for young 

teenagers.  

Terrorist attacks and political friction are wearing the people of England down. 

One of these terrorist attacks has a life changing effect on both Charlie and Nat. 

Unaware of their connection, both end up together fighting against the enemy. 

Their bravery and courage is tested to the limit as both are plunged into danger.  

I thought this book was a great read. The language isnt very challenging 

so you can read it quite quickly. It has an unexpected ending which I thoroughly 

enjoyed. I recommend ‘Split Second’ to those over the age of 12 who enjoy a 

supsense-filled romance thriller. 

 

Lauren Coffman, age 14 

I had heard great things about this book before reading it, so expected a lot, and 

it did not disappoint. It was a funny, thrilling & sad read, & I couldn't 

put it down. I would highly recommend it.  

This book is about two teens who have one thing in common, both them and 

their families were affected by a market bombing, and a while after end up at 

the same school. When they find a way to avenge the people who caused the 

bomb, through an organisation, they join without much thought, but the 

organisation may not turn out to be everything they hoped. This book succeeded 

in making me laugh and almost cry at the same time, and there was always 

excitement involved. I loved the thrilling aspect of this book and I especially 



  

loved watching the growing relationship of Nat and Charlie, the main 

characters, I felt part of their journey and Sophie McKenzie's writing really 

allowed me to understand and feel their emotions. I couldn't put this book down 

and so highly recommend it. 

 

Imogen Breaks, age 11 

When Charlie moves to stay with her cousin after her mother's death she meets 

a boy at school called Nat. Little does she know his brother killed her mother....  

Charlie is just an ordinary girl leading an ordinary life when suddenly 

everything is torn apart. She is out at the market with her mum who won't let 

her have a tattoo, and after arguing they storm off in different directions. 

Suddenly a huge explosion goes off; a bomb. Charlie survived however her 

mother is dead. When she starts a new life with her cousin at school a boy called 

Nat recognises her from the market day, his brother helped to set off the bomb 

that killed her mother. My favourite part was all of it! It had so much 

suspense and kept you hanging after every single chapter. I would 

recommend it to children 11+ and rate it 10/10! 

 

Natalie Hunter, age 12 

I really enjoyed reading ‘Split Second’. It is very thrilling with many 

exciting plot twists. While I was reading it many people I knew came up to 

me and commented on how good this book was.  

I like how the chapters are set out so they are  by the two character 

alternatively. I was reading this book on the bus as I was going on a school trip 

and many people commented on how good this book was. I found some bits a 

little predictable but they were a good sort of predictable as I found myself 

almost shouting at them "No, don't trust him!" I think this is a book that teens 

and adults would love. 

 

 

 


