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Sophia Ufton  

Wow this book really spoke to me as 

I've been in the position of Emma, 

only of course I didn't follow through. 

I did feel sorry for her and it did 

make me cry. It was a brilliant book.  

This is the story of a group of kids who 

picked on this girl until she killed herself. I 

know what bullying is like and its not very 

nice. I really enjoyed reading this book. You 

have to feel sorry for her that she felt she 

had to take her own life but I could also see 

it was Sara's point of view as Emma was 

stealing boyfriends etc..... It’s just a shame 

she thought she had to do what she did. 

Brilliant book. Will be re-reading it again... 

 

Penny Downs, age 15  (benfield) 

A book inspired by a true story of a 

high school girl who committed 

suicide after being bullied by her classmates. The author describes 

the relationships between the girls and the events leading up to the 

tragedy- it could so easily happen like this.  

Sara is being charged with the bullying of Emma Putnam which lead to her 

suicide. Should Sara take the blame and responsibility for this tragedy though?  

Ok she didn't treat Emma very well, and certainly did some nasty pranks and 

posted nasty messages on Facebook, but that's just a normal part of high school 

life.  Anyway, what did she expect after stealing Sara's boyfriend?  In any case 

why should Sara take the rap when everyone was cruel, what about all those 

likes on the Facebook messages?  Through the book we find out more and more 



detail about what happened and see Sara trying to deal with her own life that 

has been ruined by the case.  It makes you think, and shows you that everyone 

was a little bit responsible.  It also shows how a tragedy like this affects not only 

the family of the suicide girl, but also everyone involved plus their families too. I 

think it is for older teenagers though, as some of the stuff they talk about isn't 

suitable for younger kids. 

 

Poppy Osborne, age 17 

A very insightful read into bullying however lacked raw emotion and 

page turning moments. It was a shame that Sara was everything I expected her 

to be, a sheep, a do good-er that only follows her friends around for attention 

and has this moral compass her 'friends' seems to lack. I hope the tag line "we 

didn't mean to hurt anyone" is sarcastic because from the book it is clear that it 

was the friends main aim, to hurt Emma. Although quite disappointing it was 

still interesting and not a topic really  talked about in YA novels. 

 

Jade Craddock, adult 

Amanda Maciel’s novel, ‘Tease’, not only bravely takes on the subject of 

bullying but does so from the unique perspective of the bully to 

create a very uneasy and unsettling read. Although the reader never 

really gets to the bottom of the whole situation, the book highlights the 

hollowness and superficiality of the abuse and the selfishness and lack of 

empathy of the bully. However it also throws up questions of peer pressure and 

volition. Elements of the plot and the way in which the story is told are 

controversial and this is likely to be a rather divisive read.   

 

Rosa Boran, age 14 

This book was so sad. The subject was sad and I have to say though I 

liked it, I didn't really connect with it. The main character annoyed 

me though she was alright at the end but it was well written.  

I'm not really sure what to make of this book. When I read about it, it sounded 

so depressing but I decided to give it a go. Though it was an interesting plot and 

good, I just didn't connect with it. The main character, Sara, just annoyed me as 

she seemed so delusional and stupid. It was interesting but I'm not sure if I'd 

pick it up to read it again. It did have me thinking after  though and I did like 

how it was from the bullies point of view, though she was irritating. 



Erin Zammitt, age 13 

A grittier version of 'Mean Girls' that shows there are two sides to 

every story. This is a gripping contemporary novel that is different 

to anything else for teens.  

Emma Putman has killed herself and all fingers are pointing to Sara and her 

friends; put on trial for the bullying and harassment which led to her death. 

However, like all stories, it is not that straight forward. ‘Tease’ follows Sara, 

alternating between before and after the tragic incident, to find out what really 

happened. 

‘Tease’ is not just a novel about bullying, it is about family, friends and fitting in. 

It is about love, relationships and decisions. On the outside, ‘Tease’ might seem 

like another contemporary YA, but it is actually so much more. 

I felt that some of the time, the novel had a very slow pace, but I kept reading 

because it was building up to the climax at the end. I personally, didn't like one 

element of the ending, but it still tied together all loose ends. 

I think most of the characters were great, some annoyed me but I think that's 

what they were meant to do. I warmed to Sara and wanted her to do well even 

though she became a bully, which shows just how great a writer Amanda 

Maciel. 

Overall, I recommend that every teen picks up ‘Tease’! 

 

Ciara McIlvenna, age 17 

This book is unique and wonderful. It brings a refreshing view on 

teenage life, as Maciel is not afraid to explore social taboos and 

discuss the things we'd rather push under the mat.  

Told from the perspective of Sara, a bully guilty of pushing a peer to end her life 

this novel will make you think and question yourself. Maciel portrays the 

character so realistically she becomes likeable, despite her disgusting actions, 

which is the mark of a talented storyteller. You will recognise yourself within 

Maciel's characters and it will unnerve you, but you will be much better of 

because of it. 

 

 

 



Alice Horncastle, age 14 

‘Tease’ had me gripped to the very end! I was both shocked and 

enthralled, it is not often you get a book that explores issues like 

teenage suicide and bullying, and Amanda Maciel's writing is fab!  

Sara Wharton has been criminally charged with the harassment that led to 

Emma Putnam's suicidal death. Everyone believes she is guilty, but no one 

realises how awful Emma was to her! Emma killed herself, and Sara had 

nothing to do with it. At least, thats what she tries to tell herself.  

This book was a very thought provoking read, that confidently explored some 

tender issues. I would recommend this book to all older teenagers! 

 

Shannon-louise Masters  

‘Tease’ was a really good book and the last letter to Emma was so 

sad . I loved it and would recommend you read it. 

 

Mary E. Regan, School Librarian in conjunction with Yr. 11 class 

discussion of the novel. 

I really enjoyed this book.  It is very well written and moves along at a good 

pace.  It covers a lot of teenage issues sympathetically and sometimes with a bit 

of humour, but the underlying bullying and nastiness from girls leaves you with 

a bit of a chill. 

I felt that we really only heard Sarah’s side of the story, which was very honest. 

Brielle’s, on the other hand, shows how so-called friends can influence others, 

even though they know what they are doing is wrong. 

While all the nastiness and hurtfulness is solely directed at Emma, we really 

know nothing about her.  We are told fleeting facts about her, but not enough to 

know what she is like. 

Why did she leave other schools? 

Why has she no girl friends? 

What is her past? 

What does she think and feel? 

What is her relationship with her mother and step-father? 

We absolutely need to know more about Emma to get a balanced storyline. The 



author, Amanda Maciel’s discussion at the end of the novel raises the issues of 

different sides to any story, but I think she has failed to give us all the sides in 

this instance. But that is the only criticism I have.   

This is a really brilliant book and very well written.  It was a most 

enjoyable read and I am looking forward to more from Amanda 

Marciel.  Thank you for a thought-provoking novel for age 15+. 

 

Lauren Coffman, age 14 

I couldn't put this book down and was reading it all day. It is about a 

girl accused of being the reason for someone's suicide. This is a sad topic but 

still an exciting book.  

This book revolves around a teen who committed suicide, and a girl called Sara, 

who has been accused of causing the suicide by bullying. The book swaps 

between Sara's life now, as she prepares for the court case, and flashbacks to 

before this all happened. Though it talks about delicate topics, the author 

handles it well and makes it more exciting and less sad. I really sympathize with 

Sara and what she is going through as she is only young. Overall this is a great 

read, but definitely for older readers. 

 

Daisy Pennock, age 16 

There needs to be more books like this.  

I loved this book so much because it tells an old story (that you have probably 

heard many times before) from a totally new,unexpected perspective. The book 

really makes you think and ask yourself questions that might make 

you change your perspective on life. 

Just a great book and hope to read more by this author. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


