
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Black North by Nigel McDowell 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Susanna Wagstaff, age 11 

An original book, with many 

twists and turns in the 

confusing, but interesting plot, 

full of magic and unimaginable 

things, which draw you in and 

make you feel like you never 

want to put it down!  

‘The Black North’ is an original 

book, with many twists and turns in 

the confusing, but interesting plot. It 

is full of magic and unimaginable 

things, which draw you in and make 

you feel like you never want to leave 

the Divided Isle. My favourite 

character is definitely Evelyn 

Merrigutt, someone who has special 

powers and many dark secrets. 

When Oona Kavanagh’s twin 

brother Morris is captured by the 

evil Briar Witches, Oona is 

determined to go after him and fight 

whoever thinks they can go around and kidnap people. Oona is strong, brave 

and with Evelyn Merrigutt, who has secrets of her own, and the powerful, yet 

scary Loam Stone, she is unstoppable, until the Loam Stone showed her some 

nightmares she wished she had never seen. With Merrigutt’s past unfolded, 

Oona is sure she’s ready. But is she prepared for what awaits her? Will she 

battle it out and keep the South from turning as black as the North? 

 

 



 

 

Jack Wilson, age 11 

Gripping and intriguing.  

This is a very gripping and exciting story.  It's the sort of book that gets your 

heart racing in fear and excitement.  It's really dramatic and atmospheric. I like 

the character of Merrigut-a Jackdaw. If you like Dark Magic, you'll love this! 

 

Beth Honeyman, age 11 

‘The Black North’ is a fantastic book. I loved it from the moment I 

picked it up. A fast paced adventure, amazing.  

This is a novel filled with fantasy, friendship and family. I was hooked from the 

start as I enjoy tales of legends and mythology. Oona's struggle and journey to 

rescue her twin brother , Morris is absorbing. With her companion, Merrigutt 

berating the feisty girl on her way it was gripping not knowing which obstacle 

they would face next on their quest. 

I would recommend ‘The Black North’ to everyone who loves tales of dark magic 

and fantasy.  A must read. 

 

Izzy Read, age 13 

When Oona’s Brother is kidnapped, she doesn’t know what to do. But when her 

home is also destroyed she knows she must find her brother.  

This was a breath-taking and charismatic book that had me gripped 

from the start, with a battle scene and Morris’s kidnap, starting the reason 

for adventure. As she travels through her country filled with rage and war to 

the coming invaders. It gripped me the whole time with its fantasy, ghosts, 

witches and echo’s and it was also entirely different from any other book I’ve 

read. The characters were unpredictable and original and the theme reminded 

me of ‘The Hobbit’, as well. This book is a rollercoaster of an unexpected 

journey to mystical and magical places. 

 

Alice East, age 9 

I thought was a very exciting book with lots of magic and monsters.  

This book is about a girl who has to take a precious stone and 

destroy it before it falls into the hands of the evil king!  

 



 

 

The language used is easy to read but some of the names of the characters and 

monsters are difficult to pronounce. 

I enjoyed the style of this book and look forward to reading other books by this 

author. 

If you stories about adventure, monsters and magic you will really enjoy 

reading this book. 

 

Finn Morris, age 12 

I give this book  8.5/10, it was a very good book but it had too little 

action for me.  

That said I enjoyed the story and felt involved with the characters. I would 

recommend this book to people who prefer adventure to action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


