
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Blackthorn Key by Kevin Sands 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Lucas, age 10 

Exciting and adrenalin packed! 

This book is not for the faint hearted! 

This book is full of danger and murder. 

I loved it! 

The characters were very believable 

and you felt you knew them by the end 

of the book. 

 

Rachel Ilsley 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ is a brilliant 

book and I enjoyed reading it. 

Full of clues and mysteries this is 

an amazing book. I love the style 

in which Kevin Sands writes. 

When Christopher Rowe is made an 

apprentice to Benedict Blackthorn, all 

his dreams come true. However reality 

hits him when Blackthorn is murdered, 

leaving Christopher clues with Tom, his best friend, and Bridget, his bird, he 

searches London for more clues.  

Christopher is one of my favourite characters. He is clever and friendly. 

 

Benjy Randall, age 11 

An excellent plot twisting, page turning adventure that will keep you 

gripped from start to finish. 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ is a brilliant book by Kevin Sands about a young 

apothecary called Christopher Rowe. There are mysterious murders around the 



 

 

city. A wave of unfortunate events sends Christopher on the run, with only one 

person he can trust (Tom) and his pigeon Bridget. The only way to get out to get 

of his dangerous position is to solve the cryptic message left behind from his 

master. Will he solve the clues, or will he be killed or arrested for things he 

hasn’t even done. Read this amazing page turner to find out. 

 

Eleanor Cookdale, age 10 

An exciting book that you and others can really empathise with.  

I thought that this was a brilliant book. I especially liked the traps inside traps.  

I thought that the way that just when readers had decided that Oswyn was a 

good guy because he wanted and helped Christopher to become an apothecary. 

However he turned out to be behind what the 'Cult of the Archangel' was doing. 

I liked the character of Master Benedict because he is so jolly and kind but also 

firm. He teaches Christopher so much but also lets him be with his friend Tom. 

I think that Kevin Sands is a good writer and that he should write 

more books although leave ‘The Blackthorn Key’ as a single book not a series. 

 

Abigail Smart, age 13 

I really enjoyed reading this. It was a bit slow to start, but soon 

became a fast-paced page-turner! Altogether, a great book and I'm 

looking forward to reading the sequel!  

This book is a real page-turner, after the beginning which is quite slow. 

However, after that the book becomes a lot more exciting and unpredictable - in 

the beginning, Christopher's worries about what is going to happen are made 

very well-known, so when the incident that sparks all of the action happens, it 

really isn't as much of a shock as it should be. Altogether, though, I really 

enjoyed reading this and couldn't put it down during the main action and I 

think it would be the same for lots of other people my age. I would recommend 

this book for people of 13 years and above as I don't think people below my age 

would understand it completely as the language is sometimes quite advanced, 

although there are some phrases that are repeated loads of times throughout the 

book, 'I felt sick' for example! I think the whole trilogy by Kevin Sands will at 

some point find themselves onto my bookshelf and they will hopefully all be as 

good as the first, which was a great read that I'm sure lots of other people will 

enjoy as much as I did! 



 

 

Charlie Upchurch, age 11 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ is an amazing story that you just can’t put 

down; a real page turner. It is one of the best books I have ever read 

and probably ever will read. I would happily read it again. 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ is an action-packed adventure story that is set around 

1665 filled with amazing potions, fabulous friendship, and mystery murders.   

Christopher Rowe is a young orphan who is assigned to be the brilliant 

apothecary Master Benedict’s apprentice.  Life is sweet for both Christopher and 

his master, but all is not as it seems...  

Will Christopher and his best friend Tom be able to find out who is responsible 

for the murder?  Is time running out for all apothecaries?  And will Christopher 

avoid death himself?      

If you want all these answers and an amazing story then read ‘The Blackthorn 

Key’.    

My favourite character in this book is Isaac the bookseller. Although he plays a 

small part in this tale, he plays a very important one. He is not only a loyal 

friend, he also helps Christopher uncover who is responsible for the murder.                                  

My favourite part in the book is when Christopher finds out who murdered his 

master. The chapter is filled with courageous actions and suspense. 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ is an amazing story that you just can’t put down, in other 

words: a real page turner. I couldn’t find a single mistake and the fluent way in 

which it was written means that you fully understand the whole book and 

therefore really get a picture of what life was like in 1665. It is one of the best 

books I have ever read and probably ever will read. I would happily read it 

again. 

 

Daniel Mann, age 11 

This is a book of twists and turns with each chapter leaving you 

needing to read the next. Don't read this book if you have other 

things you need to be doing!  

I absolutely loved this book. It is a mystery/fantasy type genre. You 

immediately gain a love for the characters, especially the main character 

Christopher. The book moves along at a good pace and each chapter leaves you 

needing to read the next; don't read this book if you have other things you need 

to be doing! 



 

 

The story twists and turns in unexpected ways and leaves you guessing right 

until the end. Sometimes you feel sad and other times you feel like you could 

take on the world. 

This book is a brilliant read and I can't praise it enough. I'm hoping there will be 

another to follow.... 

 

Liam Pickering, age 13 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ was an amazing book with plenty of action and 

gory bits. It was a great read with an element of mystery.  

As soon as you start reading you get drawn in and held onto by this amazing 

book. All its mystery, gore and action just helped to bring you into the story and 

you ended up walking around Blackthorn with Christopher Rowe and Tom on 

their escapades and adventures. Definitely a great choice for 12+ readers who 

love action, gore and mystery. 

 

Emma Stephenson, age 12 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ is a gripping book. I really enjoyed reading 

about Christopher and Tom trying to work out codes, puzzles and 

potions whilst in great danger.  

The characters are easy to imagine and I loved the apothecary Master Benedict 

Blackthorn who wrote the codes for Christopher to solve. This book is written 

with great historical accuracy and detail setting the scene in 1665. 

Older children including fans of Harry Potter should enjoy this book. 

 

Luke Bauer, age 13 

After his master's mysterious and unexpected death, Christopher 

Rowe is left with a piece of paper with a code on it. All he has to do is 

decrypt it before someone else does....  

In general I enjoyed this book. It was very detailed and funny, especially at the 

start (let's build a cannon!). The characters were clearly described and they tied 

in with the plot. The plot was good and flowing, although he could have not had 

the bit where everything comes into place 3/4 of the way into the book, but it 

was ok.  

 



 

 

I would recommend this book to 10 year olds and over, and rate this 4.2 stars. A 

lot of effort was put into this debut by Kevin Sands. 

 

Alexander Butler, age 11 

‘The Blackthorn Key’ is really, really good.  So much so that I found 

that I couldn’t put it down.  One of the best books I’ve read – so 

looking forward to the sequel!  

Orphan Christopher Rowe is so excited when he is made an apprentice to 

Apothecary Master Benedict Blackthorn.  However, when his mentor is 

murdered, Christopher, his best friend Tom and Bridget (his pigeon) follow the 

clues and search London to find the killer.  This is a real adventure story, 

packed full of twists and turns and keeps the reader engaged.  Although it’s a bit 

slow to get going, the pace soon picks up and I have to say it’s one of the best 

books I’ve read in ages!  Highly recommended. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 


