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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
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Josh Hall, age 14 

Awesome load of fast paced action 

and adventure!  

I loved this story! Full of action, 

adventure, suspense and intrigue. I 

found it hard to put down from 

start to finish! 

 

Oliver Jefferys, age 10 - St Paul's CE 

Primary School 

Altogether this book was creative, 

exciting and absolutely amazing. 

Read this book if you enjoy 

futuristic suspense.  

I really liked this book. I loved the 

characters' personalities.  It is very 

action packed with monsters, ghosts, a 

sword of heaven and a monstrous 

dragon. 

Kenny (the main character) has to stop 

the dragon from causing a terrible earthquake, which could kill millions. I found 

that the fights between Kenny and the monsters were a bit confusing because I 

was not sure who was on whose side. There is quite a lot of swearing in the 

book. Also they spoke a lot in Japanese which was hard to understand. There 

are different gods, good and bad, that either helped or scared Kenny throughout 

the adventure. 

The front cover told me there is a sword with magical powers, lots of monsters 

and more. It made me want to read the book because it looks full of interesting 

characters, including: beasts and witches and I would recommend it to 



teenagers. 

This book is very creative fiction. The personalities of the characters are varied; 

some are aggressive, some kind and some mixed. This is Jason Rohan's first 

book and a very good one! 

Altogether the book was creative, exciting and absolutely amazing. Read this 

book if you enjoy futuristic suspense. 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

A thrilling adventure immersed in the culture and myths of Japan. I 

loved all of the amazing creatures and legends in the story. A fast 

paced, exciting read.  

This is the story of Kenny and his otherworldly adventures in Tokyo.  He travels 

there to visit his dad who is a history professor at Tokyo University but this is 

no ordinary trip and weird things start to happen to Kenny before he even gets 

off the plane.  A fat raccoon called Poyo materialises in his overhead locker and 

Kenny is shocked to find that only he can see him.  He is also given a coded letter 

from his grandfather, which he must destroy after reading.  It reveals the date 

and time of an earthquake which will hit the USA as revenge for their bombing 

of Japan during the war and Kenny is pulled into a dangerous quest to prevent 

this from happening.  The Japanese Secret Service are involved but can he trust 

them?  

He is helped by Kiyomi, a girl whose father is a friend of his grandfathers.  He is 

trained by a sensei but Kenny and Kiyomi face danger at every turn and fat 

raccoons aren't the only magical creatures in this strange country.  Kenny must 

fight the God of Warriors, Hachiman, huge red troll-like oni, vampires with 

detachable heads, dragons and, with the gift of sight, Kenny can see them all.  

His life is in peril but he must succeed, the whole of the USA depends on it. 

‘The Sword of Kuromori’ is a thrilling adventure immersed in the culture and 

myths of Japan.  I don't know much about Japan but I loved all of the amazing 

creatures and legends in the story.  A fast paced, exciting read. 

 

Rohan Delamere, age 8 

This is an amazing adventure story about a boy who moves between 

modern and ancient Japan in his quest for the Sword of Heaven. I 

would recommend it for boys and girls 8-12yrs old.  



‘The Sword of Kuromori’ is about a boy called Kenny Blackwood (who is in 

Japan), who has to find the Sword of Heaven. He discovers he has the gift of 

sight so he can see monsters.  Then he discovers Genkuro Sensei (teacher) and 

Genkuro Sensei teaches him how to use the elements but when he discovers he 

can bend them in his own way he sets of to find the Sword of Heaven.  I would 

give this book 10/10.  

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson, age 11 

I really enjoyed this book. I would give this book five out of five stars because it 

was a great adventure suspense type book which I thoroughly 

enjoyed reading. It also contained information about Japanese culture and 

history which was different but also really interesting because I do not know 

very much about Japan at all. I loved all the mystical creatures in this 

book; they sounded so cool and amazing. I thought it was going to end so 

differently but not everything was as it seemed. 

 

Callum Broomfield, age 10 

This book was not really my cup of tea. Although it was well punctuated 

and imaginative, I thought the story line was a basic one compared with other 

books I have read based on the same type of plot.   

The blurb at the back of the book gives an accurate overview of the story and 

the beginning is quite exciting but the story then becomes 

predictable and failed to hold my attention. Rating: 2/5. 

 

Jack Wilson, age 11 

A great book and gripping read. 

Personally I liked the main character's (Kenny) personality, as he is the least 

likely person to have the series of events occur to. Filled with giant dragons, 

nine tailed foxes and ninja bike riders, ‘Swords of Kuromori’ shows the old and 

new sides of Japan. The characters are detailed and each have a very distinct 

personality. This contains very good features of many genres: action, 

adventure, fantasy, sci-fi (to an extent) and romance. Many readers will enjoy 

this and find it a very gripping and interesting read. 

 

 



Liam Pickering, age 11 

Wow! I really enjoyed this book. It is a fantastic mix of fantasy and 

reality but so cleverly interwoven that the two begin to blur at times. 

I had to keep reading to find out what was going to happen next.  

I really enjoyed this book. I felt quite involved in the story and I got to know the 

characters quite well by the end of the book. The characters, particularly Kenny, 

got to know quite a lot about themselves too! I had a feeling as I read that I had 

a rough idea about what might happen but it isn't the sort of book that you can 

truly predict as the detail of events and characters is so imaginative and 

unexpected. The character Kenny at the end of the book is an entirely different 

person to the one you meet at the beginning but as the reader you see the 

changes as they happen. It really feels like the author, Jason Rohan, cared 

about what he was writing and wanted his readers to experience the story 

rather than just reading it, although I'm not sure I would want to experience the 

events first hand.   

There are underlying messages throughout the story: we should never take 

things for granted - things are never quite what they seem; if you believe in 

yourself you can do so much more and just because something has never been 

done before does not mean it cannot be done. Unless you dislike anything that is 

not 100% realistic then you will probably enjoy this book. I'm already wanting 

to read another book by this author and would love to know what happens next. 

This would make a great film! 

 

Alexander Bisland age 9 

‘The Sword of Kuromori’ is a fast paced book with lots of action! A boy called 

Kenny finds out his grandfather’s deepest secrets. He goes on a Japanese 

adventure to stop an earthquake happening. He thinks he has to destroy a 

satellite and if he doesn’t, it will fire a beam to make an earthquake but…. there 

is something even bigger waiting for him (well technically smaller but stronger) 

and his Japanese sidekick Kiyomi. He has been given the gift of sight which 

means he can see creatures which try to stop him from completing his mission. 

You will learn about these in the book!  

I was lucky enough to meet the author at a workshop at my local library where 

he told me all about it and about his trip to Japan which inspired the book. I 

can’t wait for the new one to come out!!! 

This is a great book for 10+ year olds because it is quite long and it has 



Japanese words in it which many confuse younger children but don’t worry 

there is a glossary at the back.  

This book is sooooooooooo good and despite it being long, I read it in 

three days! I give it 11/10.  

Note from Daniel Bisland, age 7 

I attended the workshop with my brother and learnt about the creatures that 

are in the book. I think they are a bit scary for me at the moment but when I am 

a bit older I will definitely read the book. 


