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Sam Harper, age 11 

A really unique book with a very 
different story and style of writing. It 
really sets itself apart and I absolutely 
loved it.  

Suzy and Franny have been best friends ever 
since they met at toddler swimming classes 
but when they start middle school, the friends 
drift apart. Suzy tries to win her back but 
their friendship is basically over by the end of 
the term. Tragedy strikes in the summer 
holidays when Franny is in Maryland. She’s 
a good swimmer but something goes wrong 
and Franny drowns. Even though they were 
no longer friends, Suzy just can’t accept that 
this has happened and decides that she’s only 
going to speak if it’s important, no more 
small talk. Then, on a school trip to an 
aquarium, she wanders into the Jellies 
section and discovers the shocking truth 
about jellyfish. A huge number of people are 
stung by jellyfish each minute and when Suzy 
does the maths she realises that a jellyfish 
sting explains Franny’s death, or so it seems 
to her. She decides that she needs to see a 
jellyfish expert to prove her theory and so she finds Jamie. He’s nice and 
knowledgeable and has even been stung himself but he’s in Australia. Suzy is 
desperate to meet him so she starts to do whatever it takes to get a ticket for the 
flight, stealing money from her family and copying credit card details. But, 
despite all her efforts, her trip is doomed to fail. Will Suzy ever be able to come 
to terms with Franny’s death and understand that jellyfish might not be to 
blame? 



 

This is a really unique book with a very different story and style of 
writing. There are lots of flashbacks, it focuses a lot on Suzy’s feelings and it’s 
not at all like the books I usually read but I absolutely loved it. It really 
sets itself apart and that’s why I liked it so much. If you’re looking for 
something a bit different, try this. 

 

Charlotte Rosevear, age 12 

‘The Thing About Jellyfish’ is very good, as it’s all about how Suzy 
doesn't talk after her friend Franny dies, but Suzy can't accept that 
Franny died from drowning. So Suzy comes to the conclusion that it must 
have been a jellyfish that stung Franny, and decides to seek help from a jellyfish 
scientist called Jamie. Jamie lives in Australia, but although Suzy knows that 
fact, she still tries to meet him. Justin, a boy at school, still talks to Suzy 
although everyone else avoids her. On the day of the Heroes and Villains school 
dance Suzy tries to go to Australia.   

 

Bella Ettery, age 13 

This book touches on the subject of loss, mental health and family relationships. 
You could really empathise with the main character and by the end of the book I 
felt like I knew her. It was also a page-turner as I read it in two days! I 
couldn’t put it down once I started and loved the short chapters and 
truthfulness of the book. 

I would recommend this to anyone who is aged 10-14, it would also be great 
for fans of David Almond as it’s similar in style. I would lend this book 
to a friend who is not too keen on gory teen fiction but still wants a more adult 
style book to read. It would also be good for people who are going through a 
loss and are coming to terms with it. 

 

Jamie - Someries Junior School 

Everyone believes she drowned, but Suzy knows that's impossible. 
Franny was such a great swimmer! Stubborn, lonely and frustrated 
by not knowing the truth, she decides to find out what happened.  

This emotional story takes you on a roller coaster ride through grief and 
frustration, scientific evidence and endless jellyfish facts, in a very fascinating 
way. The tension builds up through out and keeps you glued to the pages. Will 
she make the global journey to meet the jellyfish expert? Will the truth come out 
about the death? And more importantly, will love and friendship last?  



 

I enjoyed this unusual storyline. I learnt a lot about science and life in a 
different school and was desperate to finish the book to find out!  

If you are after a different read, this should be your next buy. 

 

Ben Thorpe, age 11 

This is a thought-provoking book about the grief and guilt that a 12 
year old feels when she loses someone close to her, and how she 
learns to cope.  

This book is about a girl whose best friend Franny drowns when she is on 
holiday. She cannot believe that Franny drowned, because she was a great 
swimmer. Not only that, but she had fallen out with her and hadn’t been 
speaking to her in the last few months. 

She is determined that Franny didn’t drown, that something caused it. Whilst on 
a school trip she reads about jellyfish, and decides that that is what caused her 
death. After looking for professors all over the world, she finds one in Australia, 
and arranges to meet him. However, she falls at the final hurdle, after 
misreading a news article that said children younger than twelve were allowed 
to fly unaccompanied, and her journey is stopped. 

I think this book is about grief and the guilt that we can sometimes feel around 
this. Suzy’s guilt is made worse by having fallen out with Franny before she 
died. This makes it harder for Suzy to accept Franny’s death, so she comes up 
with a theory about jellyfish killing her. This was quite challenging to read, and 
was very thought provoking. 

This is an interesting book aimed at kids 10+ and has some quite emotional 
themes, but does at least have a happy ending. My favourite part would have to 
be when Suzy finally finds the professor she is looking for. 

 

Heather Greenan, age 12 

A gripping read!  

I really enjoyed this book, but I found it quite hard to get into as it was a more 
challenging read than some other books I’ve read.  I found the flashbacks a bit 
confusing at the start. When I did get into it, the book was great though. My 
favourite character was probably Justin because he was a fun person who can 
also really understand people (especially Suzy, who is very upset by her friend’s 
death) and listen to what they have to say. The novel was really emotional but 
also made you want to read on. I would aim this book at 12 years old and above 
because it might be trickier to understand at a younger age. I would rate this 
book 8.5/10 because I really enjoyed reading it and couldn’t put it down! 



 

Verity Corrick-Gough, age 11 

This book is the best I have EVER read! I couldn't put it down. I loved 
it more than any book I have read.  

I couldn't put this book down, I read it everywhere I went, and I never put it 
down. I also had mixed emotions. This is the best book ever. 

 

Matthew Kirk, age 10  

This book is an ok book however it took a while to get to the point. 

Suzy is 12 when her best friend Franny drowns at the beach. When she finds out 
2 days later she is devastated. She was always a very strong swimmer so when 
she drowned Suzy was confused so she speculated that maybe she was stung by 
a jellyfish. Suzy decides to find out more about jellyfish and studies their 
behaviour for a science project and finds comfort knowing the truth about 
Franny. I found that the first 2/3's of this book were a bit boring and the author 
could have got to the more interesting points sooner. 

 

Sadie, Yr 8, Great Torrington School 

I really enjoyed ‘The Thing About Jellyfish’, because it’s written in a way that I 
think really represents the loss of a friend to a child. A friend of mine recently 
died of cancer, and so I felt that this book was quite relatable. It is quite sad, 
but covers the stages of grief perfectly-I think this book will be a 
bestseller, and I hope that Ali Benjamin receives the praise she 
deserves for this brilliant book. 

 

Alice East, age 11 

When Suzy's friend drowns Suzy is puzzled, Fanny was such a strong swimmer 
that she couldn't of drowned.  Suzy sets off to find the real truth.  

As Suzy investigates she comes to the conclusion that Fanny didn’t drown, she 
was killed by a venomous jellyfish.  Suzy sets off to find someone who knows 
about jellyfish the can help her. 

What I loved about this book was that is showed who a true friend 
was and how to be a true friend.  As you read the story you realize that 
there is more to Suzy's life than just her friend drowning. 

 



 

This was a well plotted book that I really enjoyed.  I would definitely 
recommend this to others age 8-12. 

 

Poppy Milburn, age 10 

Enchanting!  This story is hard to put down, you just want to carry 
on and on.....  

Somehow it feels like its fact and fable all at the same time.  

This book is definitely a page turner. All the characters seems to come alive. 
Jumping out and astounding you at every turn! 

Suzy is grieving over her best friend’s death and how better to grieve than to be 
silent for the next few years??? 

She does not understand how such a good swimmer can drown just like that. 
Suzy decides that a jellyfish must have stung her and starts to do her research. 
She finds a 'suitable' jellyfish expert in Australia and decides to meet him face to 
face. Will she ever reach Australia? Will she ever meet him? Will she ever come 
to terms with her friend’s death? 

You'll just have to read and see. 

 

Verity, age 10 

Tragic, funny and exciting. I always wanted to read the next page.  

I liked how it really made you want to read on. I thought the ending came to a 
close in a weird way as we never really found out how the girl died. 

 

Emily Pitfield, age 11 

An amazing book, full of drama and emotion.  I really felt for Suzy 
and wanted to follow her touching story until the very end.  

‘The Thing About Jellyfish’ was a great book, I absolutely loved it! It was full of 
emotion and drama and I really wanted to know what happened next in this 
touching tale. It was really hard to put down right from the first page and it 
was a gripping read. 

 

 

 



 

Cajsa Jonsson, age 10 

A brilliant book about a girl on a mission to find out how her best 
friend mysteriously drowned. The story is a brilliant mix of fiction 
and non-fiction. Suzy is a girl who never gives up on creams.  

‘The Thing about Jellyfish’ is a brilliant book about a girl on a mission to find 
out how her best friend, Franny mysteriously drowned. The adventure Suzy 
goes on takes you on a rollercoaster of emotions. The way that Ali Benjamin 
branches off the main point into jellyfish facts is just mesmerizing. I admire that 
every other paragraph the author makes it sound like Suzy was talking to 
Franny directly. The author could have given a better sense of time perspective 
on the overall tale. The story is a brilliant mix of fiction and non-fiction. Suzy is 
a wonderful girl who doesn’t give up on any dream she may have. I would give 
this book 9/10. 

 

Liam, age 13 

Suzy cannot believe the fact that her best friend or former best friend 
has drowned! In defiance, she decides to not speak unless it is 
essential. This causes her, divorced parents to worry about her sanity so they 
take her to a psychiatrist to try and get her to talk. She decides that a jellyfish 
must have killed Franny. So she decides to try and work out more information 
on them. She finds out about the dangerous Irukandji jellyfish and researches it 
so thoroughly that she finds out about the breeding movement around the sea 
and many more incredible facts. Will Suzy find out what she wants to know? 
And did a jellyfish really kill Franny? 


