
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
The Third Chimpanzee by Jared Diamond 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Ewan Young, age 11 

An interesting and thought 

provoking read, great for anyone 

interested in the naural world.  

This is a non-fiction book explaining the 

evolution of humans from chimps. It 

shows how alike we are to apes but also 

the obvious and less obvious differences. 

The DNA difference is 1.2 between 

chimps and humans. 

This book also had information about 

adaptation and theories about the future 

and what might be in store for humans. 

My favourite part is the adaptation of 

wildlife and how they cope with 

starvation. 

I recommend this book to people who 

want to learn more about the natural world. It is an interesting and thought 

provoking book that I really enjoyed reading. 

 

George Catton, age 9 

This is a great book, don't let the size put you off. It is full of great 

facts and is really fun and once you get into it,  you can barely take 

your head out.  

Although at times I did found it a little slow but was picked up again because of 

the jokes. 

I really like the bit about domestic animals and domestic plants because it is 

really  interesting. Especially when they talk about what could have been but 



 

 

didn't happen. I particularly liked the bit about Aboriginals riding war 

Kangaroos with sharp boomerangs attacking Europe.  

The part about Aliens was quite scary, as Aliens put me on edge, so I must admit 

I did not read this part. But the rest was really good. 

I love reading about plants and animals and learnt a lot of new things reading 

this book. 

 

Luke Bauer, age 11 

A beginners guide to evolution for young readers - asks lots of 

questions that make you think!  

I struggled to get into this book to be honest because I found the language too 

complicated. I read the first three chapters but I found some of the topics talked 

about things I didn't understand and it really put me off trying to read the rest 

of the book. 

To make it more friendly to younger readers maybe it needs to have less formal 

language - like for instance instead of "We think" have "Scientists think". 

I think I might be more interested in this book when I am older. 

 

Emily Wakefield, age 10 

‘The Third Chimpanzee’ is an extremely interesting book designed 

for people aged around eight upwards.  

The Third Chimpanzee is an extremely interesting book designed for people age 

around eight upwards. It tells you about the facts of life and how humans act as 

well as how apes and chimps do. One bit that I couldn’t believe is about a man, 

the last of his tribe, who had been hiding in a remote canyon in Northern 

California for forty one years! That is just one of the intriguing and shocking 

facts in this great, factual book about life in the past and present. Jared 

Diamond is a great author and has obviously worked hard to put together ‘The 

Third Chimpanzee’. This book has definitely got a five star rating from me and 

is perhaps now my favourite non-fiction book! 

 

 

 



 

 

Sam Moffat, age 12 

‘The Third Chimpanzee’ by Jared Diamond is all about the evolution of mankind 

compared to some of our closest relatives the primates.  It is has some good 

facts that you can amaze your family with such as the man with the most 

children or that there is a bird that makes its own house to woo females. The 

facts stay in your head and I found myself telling my family about 

them long after I had read the book.  

The disadvantage about the book was that I found that it contained so many 

facts it made it difficult for me to read for too long. I found myself just dipping 

into it rather than sitting reading it for any length of time and as a result it took 

me a long time to get through it.  It was a bit like an Encyclopaedia.  If you are 

used to reading fact books like the ‘Horrible Histories’ series then it is a lot more 

serious and does not have the same amount of funny stories as they do which 

made it harder to read. I think this book would be good for older readers or if it 

had more stories in it, teenagers from about 14 up. 

 

Morgan Steigmann, age 15 

Full of answers, questions and thoughts, the issues raised by ‘The 

Third Chimpanzee’ will linger in your mind long after the final page 

is turned.  

 ‘The Third Chimpanzee’ can be described in no other way than a ‘mind-

boggling journey into the science of human past’. Through the use of much 

(sometimes confusing!) scientific terminology, this book answered many of the 

questions I had about where we came from- plus some I never knew I had! 

Definitely not a light read, this did take me a while to plough through, but I 

would certainly recommend this book to those, who, like me, love to ponder the 

science-y questions regarding how we came to be.  

Being the first non-fiction book I have reviewed, it made a refreshing change 

from often emotional stories that regularly leave me on the verge of tears! But 

no fear, what it lacks in the way of a fictional storyline, it without a doubt 

makes up for with information!  

Be prepared for ‘The Third Chimpanzee’ to take you a while- it sure is not one of 

those books you can get through in half a day! Nevertheless, it is a great read 

for anyone who has even a vague interest in science or history. Full of answers, 

questions and thoughts, the issues raised by ‘The Third Chimpanzee’ will linger 

in your mind long after the final page is turned. 



 

 

Louis Desforges, age 13 

An interesting and broad book about everything from history to 

human relations.  The vocabulary was quite challenging though and 

might be better for older readers.  

An interesting book but at times not so interesting.  Lots of facts and ideas - 

some bizarre and some a bit embarrassing!  I found some of the vocabulary 

unfamiliar which put me off a bit.  Also, although there were some really good 

bits there were a few boring bits too.  I think that parents might enjoy reading 

bits of it to their children and learning about new things together. 

 

 


