
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Turning To Jelly by Candy Guard 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Cait Galbraith, age 8 

‘Turning to Jelly’ is the most 

hilarious book I have ever 

read. When Jelly and her friends 

Myf and Roobs start big school 

(Secondary school) everything goes 

wrong.  

My funniest moment - although it's 

hard to choose - was when Jelly 

was stiff for the day because she 

had run 5 miles the day before.  

Jelly gets a boyfriend called Sandy, 

he unfortunately annoys Jelly a lot.  

I couldn't put this book down and 

would highly recommend this book 

to my friends that are girls. 

 

Cajsa, age 9 

Very good book. It has lots of words for a journal. Good for 9+ and I 

didn't want to stop reading it.  

I like that it is a bit like ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ and it has more words than 

‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ or Tom Gates. I love that it is based on what could 

happen in real life. I like that Jelly wants to be cool for big school but in the end 

she thinks that her old nerd friends are best. It's a good quick read - I didn't 

want to put it down! I look forward to reading more about Jelly and her 

friends. 

 

 



 

 

Aimee Goldblum, age 9 

‘Turning to Jelly’ – a hilarious book, very well written, it captures the 

attention of the reader. I’ve read it about three times now! It’s great 

for fans of any books written in diary style.  

I give it 10/10 and my favourite character is Myf. 

Jelly and her friends Rubi (Roobs), and Myfanwy (Myf) are going to big school, 

so it’s time to stop playing slightly embarrassing games and to start being cool. 

Maybe it’s not so simple, as Jelly quickly starts to realise that Myf and Roobs 

will never in a million years be cool, and despite someone having a crush on her, 

Jelly knows she’ll never be popular. Jelly’s birthday is coming up so it’s party 

time, but maybe it’s not such a good idea? 

 

Rebekah, age 12 

Just starting high school, worried about what will happen on her 

first day, read this book to find out what happens!  

I really enjoyed this book. I have read other books like this and I really enjoy 

things like this. I can't wait to read the next book. I think it could be improved by 

not writing the letters in different kinds of writing because some of them I didn't 

really understand some of the letters. 

 

Matilda Greenacre, age 8 

I thought this book was hilarious!  

I like this book because Jelly and her friends are very funny.  When Jelly tries to 

have a fun birthday party it all goes wrong.   

There are lots of drawings and speech bubbles that make the book interesting to 

read. 

I would recommend this book to people that like diary stories. 

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 11 

This story is about a girl called Jelly and her silly best friends; she has just come 

into year seven. When Jelly goes to a new big school she decides she wants to be 

‘cool’. But Myf and Roobs (her friends) aren’t ‘cool’ enough to become one of the 

popular girls. Winning the cross-country in her wellies and having the worst 



 

 

birthday party ever isn’t helping.  

Jelly is an extremely funny but thoughtful character; I felt that I 

knew Jelly by reading this amazing book. Jelly has lots of funny remarks 

on everything. 

I thought this book was hilarious and I could easily read this again. 

This book style is like a diary and the illustrations are amazing. There are some 

funny conversations in this book. I enjoyed it thoroughly. 

 

Bailie Westbrook, age 11 

I’ve just finished this book and I loved it! It was like something a real girl 

starting secondary school would write in her diary, with real life 

scenarios. I finished to book in 4 days.  

My favourite bit was when mum made the family woolly outfits because she 

made them for everyone: A dog tank top; a tulip skirt; a fish scarf; mouse 

socks; hamster muff; cat poncho and matching ear muffs; trucks and flippers; 

and a guinea-pig frock. 

But I didn’t like the fact that the contents of the book was quite easy and it took 

me only four days to read but overall it was a really good book. 

I would recommend this to people that like ‘Dork Diaries’ and ‘Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid’! 

8 out of 10. 

 

Elizabeth Bridgeman, age 7 

I like 'Turning to Jelly', my fave part was when Jelly's big brother asked to take 

off peoples' shoes just for a cream carpet in Jelly's mind! It is hilarious!  

'Turning to Jelly' is the best love reading book I’ve ever had. My 

favourite part was when Jelly told Miss Haddock things like 

'Who am I? I have lost my period, I have gone blind!' Miss Haddock said 'It is 

good for your brain, exercise is good for cramps, it is good for your eyes'. It 

made me laugh and when Jelly dreamed she was a cool girl. Muf is my fave 

charictor because she does not care about anything a bit like me. 

 

 



 

 

Ruby Carlton, age 8  

Evercreech C of E Primary School 

I loved this book because the things that happed were most 

extraordinary! 

It was also great because it’s about a girl and her friends who are moving up to 

big school and her friends aren’t very cool so the girl called Jelly has to take all 

the ‘cool stuff’ in her own hands. I wish it had more characters because that’s 

what makes a good book for me. If you like ‘The Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ then this 

book is for you.  

I give ‘Turning to Jelly’ 7/10 

 

Bella Perez, age 9 

‘Turning to Jelly’ is about a girl, Jelly (real name is Roberta) and her two 

friends: Myf (real name Myfanwy) and Roobs (real name Ruby). They’re going 

to secondary school and Jelly doesn’t want to get embarrassed. What will she do 

to become popular? 

My favourite character is Myf because she doesn’t care. My favourite part is 

when Roobs thinks “Oh, look at that beautiful stained glass window!” and then 

thinks “What if I accidently fell against it and broke it and fell 30 feet to my 

death?” (She is a terrible worrier). I think there should be fewer pictures and 

more words. Apart from that it’s my favourite book and I’m reading it 

for the third time in a row now! 

 

Abbie Wade, age 11 

This is one of the best books I have ever read, it is a book you would 

never get bored of. All the characters where likable, especial Jelly. I was able 

to relate to her character. This book would definitely suit anyone that likes Tom 

Gates, and is aged between 9-12 years. I would love to read more of Candy 

Guard's books after reading this. 

 

Cara Anderson age 9 

Really funny book (especially the part with Julian's willy warmer.)  

Jelly is a girl who has just started big school with her friends Myf and Roobs. 

Jelly, Myf and Roobs have made up a club called the Faithful club with a boy 



 

 

called Ricky. Jelly wants to be like the cool girls in big school that hang out with 

her big brother Jay, but Myf and Roobs aren't very bothered. Jelly has a secret 

crush on a boy called Roger Lovely that hangs out with her brother too. At big 

school there is a lady called Miss Haddock that she does not really like and has a 

very strange cross country experience.  

Jelly's real name is Roberta but Miss Haddock does not understand and thinks 

her name is Jellifer. And a few other problems, one of them involving a boy 

named Sandy Blatch. 

 

Alisha Boyce, age 10 

This is one of the best books I have come across. It’s written just like 

someone’s own dairy with lots of cool drawings on each of the pages.  

The story has lots of twists and turns a great book. I would give it   9/10. 

 

Sathana, age 9 - Baring Primary School 

I liked this book because it is a funny book. The main character’s name is 

Jelly, but her real name is Roberta. She is called Jelly because she wobbles a lot. 

Her mum’s favourite hobby is parties! I loved it and rate it 10/10. 

 

 

 


