
 

    Lovereading4kids Reader Reviews of  
                   Underwater  

                by Marisa Reichardt 
 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by the Lovereading4kids 
members. 

 

Humaira Kauser, age 17 

A coming of age story about self-
discovery and treading new 
boundaries. About coming to terms 
with the past and accepting who 
you've become.  

I knew I was in love with this book 
before I even started it. 

Morgan Grant, the main character in 
‘Underwater’ is not perfect. She is far 
from it. And what I love about this book 
is that we know that straight away. She 
learns to accept herself for who she 
really is eventually and I think that is 
really important. It’s the sort of message 
that needs to be constantly put out there. 

Overall it was a beautiful read (which I 
read in less than a day!). 

I love the message that Marisa Reichardt conveys but my only critique is that 
the book could have finished sooner than it did. The last few chapters felt like 
they could have finished there and leave the story as it is but they kept going on. 
Not that I am complaining much because the writing is flawless. 

 

Sophia Upton 

Wow! This was a brilliant story. I really enjoyed the plot to this 
book, kept me really entertained!  

Morgan has suffered a traumatic experience and needs to learn to forgive to 
move on but she's struggling so much she cannot even leave the house. Then a 



 

boy named Evan moves in next door to Morgan, is this what Morgan needs? 
Read now to find out! 

 

Morgan Steigmann  

Rendered afraid to leave her house after a devastating incident at school, 
Morgan resigns herself to the fact she will never go back to the person she was 
before. Haunted by the past and tormented by her memories in the present, it 
seems as if the days of Morgan holding long-distance swimming records and 
being surrounded by her swim-team friends were a lifetime ago. But with the 
support of her counsellor Brenda, and new neighbour Evan, Morgan is forced to 
face up to what she has been missing and confront her biggest fears.  

This book is truly captivating- time after time you see reviews claiming, “you 
will not be able to put this book down”, but this is one book I genuinely couldn’t 
stop reading. Morgan’s poignant story will have you both on the verge 
of tears and fits of laughter, with her bittersweet tone immediately 
capturing your heart and thoughts. Reichardt’s ability to incorporate 
subtle notes of humour, romance and tragedy into the same story is a credit to 
her writing style and the mark of a truly astounding author. Readers of all ages 
will find themselves mesmerised by the harrowing realism of ‘Underwater’s’ 
plot, and how it enables a personal story to be told among the number-focused 
reports of such incidents. I would recommend this book to anyone- to 
understand the motives and drastic implications of the actions of just one 
person is possibly one of the most powerful things someone can do. 

 

Susie Holm, age 15 

A beautiful, captivating read, with twists and mystery that keep you 
continuously turning the pages, along with the occasional comedic 
dialogue.  

This book was nothing like I had expected. I signed up to review it purely from 
how captivating the blurb was, and for me that’s rare. The book starts off 
smoothly and you immediately bond with the main character, Morgan, because 
you sympathize for her. This sympathy also has traces of wonder, because you 
can only ever fully sympathize for someone if you know what’s happened to 
them, so that only makes us more curious to see what happened.  

The book is poetic and beautifully written, and I could occasionally feel my jaw 
drop when I discovered something new. The book was also quite comedic, and I 
loved the cute relationship and the connection between Evan and Morgan, 
which I think was developed fantastically throughout the duration of the novel.  

What’s wonderful about this book is the fact that there is so much going on that 
you have to concentrate on, which also means there is so much that can go 



 

wrong, such as Morgan’s health and the relationships with her father and 
brother and Evan.  

For a poetic book, ‘Underwater’ is very easy to read, and it was because of this, 
which pushed me to read it when I wasn’t.  I didn’t force myself to read this book 
like I do for some other books; I just read it because I was honestly curious. 

https://www.youtube.com/90sComplex 

 

Aimee Sweet 

'My emergency pills are in an amber prescription bottle on the second 
shelf of the medicine cabinet. I look at them every morning and hope 
today isn't a day when I'll need to take one.' 

Morgan was a normal teenager. She had three best friends and went to parties 
every weekend. She wasn't always a girl who is too scared to step out of her 
apartment door. She wasn't always petrified of going to school. There was a girl 
called Margot who had an ordinary life, but because of what happened four 
months earlier, she's completely changed. 

To be honest, when I started reading this book, I thought it would be extremely 
cliche (because she meets a boy and everything turns happy), but I was 
surprisingly gripped throughout. Morgan is a very relatable and realistic 
character and I really enjoyed reading about her. I also really liked Ben, 
Morgan's younger brother. Even though Ben was meant to be six, I feel like he 
was much older (nine or ten). Nevertheless, that might be what Reichardt was 
trying to do (because Ben had been through a lot so he would be wiser). 

Overall, I really enjoyed this book after the doubts I had at the beginning. 
I think teenage girls would like this the most, and I'm going to give it a three 
stars. I am reviewing this for lovereading, and it will be published on the 7th of 
April 2016, so look out for it! 

 

Imogen Fisher, age 15 

‘Underwater’ was a really interesting book to read, it is well written 
and thought provoking. It is a good book as it shows situations that many 
people don't really think about and makes it relatable through the characters 
and narrative. Overall I really enjoyed it and would definitely recommend it. 

 

 

 



 

Edel Waugh 

This is about a teenager called Morgan who develops agoraphobia after a 
hugely traumatic experience in her life. We don't learn straight away what 
happened to cause this but we see what her daily life is like and the thought 
process she has around being agoraphobic. When a new family move in next 
door and the son tries to make friends with Morgan it opens up a while new 
world for her inside those four walls. Morgan begins to realise she has to face 
what happened in the past if she is ever going to have a future. This was an 
informative and believable story of mental illness and the many 
complex sides to it as well as the stigma and treatment. A great read 
for anyone interested in inspiring stories about mental health.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2015/12/underwater-by-marisa-reichardt-
review.html?m=1 

 

Celeste Phelan, age 14 

A heart breaking novel which is guaranteed to make you look at the 
world in a completely different way.  

Morgan is underwater, confined to her apartment and isolated from everyone 
else but her family. To move on from her traumatic experience Morgan must do 
the impossible and forgive someone who did the unforgivable. Then she can 
forgive herself. But Morgan cannot move on. She is trapped in her own fears, 
confining her to her apartment, enabling her to go to school or see her friends. 
But all is not lost when a mysterious boy moves in next door. Evan reminds 
Morgan of everything she misses particularly swimming. He might be her 
antidote and help her reconnect with the world outside. 

Morgan is afraid of the world outside her own, even stepping outside the door 
has become an issue. Her greatest fears circulate her brain, causing her to have 
panic attacks. As she lacks the ability to find confidence herself, her psychiatrist, 
Brenda consistently believes in her. 

This novel conveys a very powerful message about the effects of bullying and 
how it can lead to suicidal behavior. Also the books main theme is the effect a 
traumatic experience can have on a person. But overall I think the most 
important theme is forgiveness because it plays a huge part in everyone's lives. 

I would recommend this book to children 12+ because it is a fantastic read, 
thought provoking and heart wrenching. I would defiantly read another book 
by Marisa Reichardt because this novel changed my opinion on the world 
around me and I am certain her other books will do to. 

 

 



 

Ella Hewitt, age 13 

This book is about a girl who is traumatised, this is her story of her 
road to recovery. It can make you laugh, cry and really feel for 
Morgan as she tries to regain her confidence. 

I would really recommend this book as I have never read anything like it before 
but I would definitely read it again! 

This book is suitable for 12+ and boys and girls! 

It is a book with a lot of depth and could be enjoyed by many people! 

 

Charnell Vevers 

Marisa Reichardt's beautiful debut novel is one that you are not going to quickly 
forget. It's a moving story about one girl battling to try to overcome her fear, 
the kind of suffocating, crippling fears that have left her unable to leave her 
home in months. As readers, we are not privy to the reasons that Morgan can't 
bring herself to leave home, but we want to follow Morgan on her journey to try 
to overcome them. This is an emotional, moving and powerful novel, and it's 
Marisa Reichardt's lyrical writing style that really brings the character of 
Morgan to life.  

Morgan has been unable to leave the house for months, which means that she 
doesn't attend school, no longer sees her friends, and she does all her classes 
online. As much as her mother would like to wave a magic wand and make 
everything better, she can't. Morgan has accepted this as her new reality, but 
the arrival of Evan, her new neighbour, is a catalyst that finally allows Morgan 
to start the journey to accepting her fears, accepting why she has them and 
finally confronting what happened so many months ago. 

If you're looking for a contemporary novel that is going to deal with serious 
issues, then this is the book for you. It also has the kind of family relationships 
that you can't help but love. This is the kind of book that can have you smiling 
one moment and then tearing up the next. ‘Underwater’ is a powerful novel 
that will move you and have you rooting for Amber from beginning 
to end.  

http://reviewsfromabookworm.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 



 

Maisie Sadler, age 14 

An unforgettable read that was gripping every page!  

‘Underwater’ is a book that is really memorable and a book that I probably 
won't forget. ‘Underwater’ is a book about Morgan's journey after recovering 
for a terrible incident at school on October 15th.  

 

I love how this book only lets on little bits of the incident thought out the book as 
Morgan recovers more and more taking one more step back into reality.  

It's is an amazingly written story that I would recommend to anyone! 

Enjoy reading ‘Underwater’... 

 

Phoebe Allan, age 15 

Thoroughly gripping is one way to describe this amazing book. The story is 
gritty & written with intelligence & depth. Marisa's skill at writing means that 
you cannot fail but to be drawn into Morgan's world, feeling her panic, anxiety 
& sadness, whilst also realising that, however dark life gets, there is always 
hope and always love. 

This book covers a hard hitting topic with sensitivity, understanding & 
compassion. You won't want to put it down. A definite thumbs up! I can't wait to 
read more by this amazing author.  

 

Amelia Corrick-Gough, age 14 

This book was so good! It took me a while to get into this book, but it 
was so sad that I began to feel for Morgan's character. She was so 
lonely and lost that I began to almost feel her pain and I felt I bonded 
with her more the further the book went on. The way we don't quite know what 
happened for most of the book keeps you reading and motivates you to go 
further. Morgan seemed so helpless and sad, and with each step towards 
recovery that she took, I cheered inside. This book helped me recognise how 
lucky we are, and how as Human beings we can go through so much, but adapt 
to suit it. 

 

 

 

 



 

Jessica Kenney  

I really enjoyed this book as it shows what some people go through. 
Also it tells you that if you forgive the people who have done wrong 
it can turn out better for everyone.  

When I read this book I read until WAY past my bedtime! I just could not stop. I 
was glued to the whole book; every page and every word there was. I took it 
ALL in piece by piece, moment by moment. It is an exciting amazing book that 
every time I finish one chapter I HAVE to read the next. One thing I would 
suggest for improvement is the ‘blurb’ on the back of the book as I don’t believe it 
is one that would make people read it (not all through) but the description on 
the inside cover was amazing. 

I’m sure many people will love this book like me. 

 

Alex McCalla, age 16  

Such an amazing book! Love the style of writing and love the plot. 
Definitely worth a read!   

Underwater is by far one of my favourite books I have read that has been sent 
to me by Lovereading 4 Kids. I love how the book is written and how it is 
written in the first person. As a fan of first-person-written books, I think that 
this book has been successful in writing in first person.  

sleeppinthegarden.blogspot.co.uk 


