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Valentine Joe by Rebecca Stevens  
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Elizabeth Moffat, age 10 

I think this book is stunning and I 

was really intrigued to read on each 

night when I was reading it in bed.  It 

is about a girl called Rose who when visits 

Belgium with her Grandad to see the grave 

of her Grandad’s uncle spots a grave of a 

young boy who died at 15 years old.   

When she goes to bed that night she finds 

herself in the time of the boy whose grave 

she saw.  Can she help the boy before it's to 

late?  

He gives her a Valentine present near the 

end of the book and she has to find it.  What 

will it be? Will it still be there when she 

wakes up?  I really enjoyed this book and 

think that it should be suitable for mature 

none year-olds and over.  I enjoyed  reading 

about World War One and think that some 

of my friends might enjoy this book.  I didn’t 

find this book sad at all and really thought 

that it is a 10 out of 10 book.  

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

This is a fantastic story. It made me stop and think about the lives of 

young soldiers in the First World War and I learnt a lot. A brilliantly 

written, thought provoking book.  

When Rose travels to Ypres in Belgium with her Grandad, their plan is to visit 

his Uncle's grave.  He fought in the First World War and is buried in one of the 

war cemeteries there.  But this is no ordinary visit.  Rose feels a very strong 



connection to the past in Ypres, so strong that she can actually travel back in 

time to the Great War.  She can see, smell and hear everything going on around 

her and is able to really feel what it was like to live in Ypres, a city which was 

completely destroyed by the war.  She meets Joe, a young British soldier, and 

Tommy, a stray dog, but apart from these friends no one else in the past can see 

her.  However, Rose knows what happens to Joe in his future. She tries to 

intervene but she is powerless to change history.  Did Rose really visit the past 

or was it all a dream? 

This isn't the sort of book I would normally read but it is a fantastic story.  It is 

so well written that I could feel what life was like for Joe as a young soldier in 

the war.  It made me stop and think about this and I ended up researching 

Ypres during the war and watching some documentaries on the soldiers lives in 

the trenches so I learnt a lot!.   

 

Jodi Coffman, age 12 

This is a magical book.  Quite mysterious at first but the plot soon 

comes to light.  Rose is a loving likeable character who I wanted to 

get to know better and her adventures with Joe are captivating.  

The book is about a girl called Rose who goes to Belgium with her grandfather 

whose uncle died in the war and whose grave he wishes to visit.  Rose's father 

has died and the book keeps you in suspense about how this happened which 

makes you want to read on.  Rose is fascinated by a grave of a young boy, Joe 

and soon befriends him in their magical past.  This is a short but fascinating 

story which I highly recommend to all young teenagers. 

 

Traviss Chaytors, age 10 

Brilliant book from start to finish, I could not put it down!  

‘Valentine Joe’ is an emotional book about a teenage girl called Rose who goes 

on a trip with her granddad to visit war graves. Rose is a very lonely child as 

her Dad died only a year ago and she still sends texts to him just to keep herself 

company. Upon walking next to the war graves Rose sees one for a 15 year old 

boy called Joe. This changes her life forever. 

I would recommend this book to anybody who loves war and 

emotion as this almost made me cry at the end! 

 



Jack Wilson, age 11 

Spectacularly written and immersing to all ages and all interests. 

‘Valentine Joe’ is a great book, one of the best I have read in ages. The plot line is 

very heart-felt and extremely engaging, leaving you to want to read 'just one 

more chapter' every night. Great story line from start to finish with brilliant 

side plots and main plot, rapped up with a spectacular ending that leaves the 

reader completely satisfied and glad they read the book.  

 

Daisy Ingram, age 12 

This is a historical read, set in Ypres. 14 year old Rose travels by train with her 

grandad to respect her uncle George. They are haunted by a stray dog the whole 

time. She is shocked by one grave - a 15 year old called Valentine, known as Joe 

by his friends. She goes on a walk and then meets up with Joe. His friends can't 

see her. I don't want to say anymore without spoiling it.  

I didn't really like this book, I don't really like fiction set in WW1( except the 

Cherub:Henderson's boys series). It was a good idea, and I'm sure other 

people would enjoy it, but it just wasn't for me. I would rate it 2/5. 

 

James Lawrence Griffith, age 10 

This war story would suit all history lovers with an interest of the 

life of a soldier in World War One. It is a clever book as it suits both 

genders being written from a female’s perspective but focusing on a boy soldiers 

experiences. I loved it and found the writing style similar to Michael 

Morpurgo’s.  

 ‘Valentine Joe’ is a great story about Rose (a modern day girl), Tommy (a stray 

dog) and Joe (a soldier). Rose and her granddad are on holiday in Ypres 

visiting the war grave of a relative. When Rose takes a photo on her phone in 

Ypres of the ‘not square square’ (an important WW1 landmark) it should include 

lots of local people. However, when Rose checks the photo there are only a few 

people in strange, old fashioned clothing! This is the first incidence of Rose being 

transferred back a hundred years into the war.  

The story follows Rose who befriends Valentine Joe (the youngest British 

Private to die in WW1) and a romance develops. This is not a sloppy love story, 

it helps you to understand the conditions a soldier endured and the power of 

friendships both in modern day and at the front line in the Great War. This book 



will make you smile and perhaps cry. 

 You could find this book to be a valuable resource with this year being the 

centenary of WW1. 

 

Nicola Laverty, Adult - Baring Primary School 

I read this book over the weekend so that I could discuss it with my Year 6 Book 

Group and felt compelled to write a short review myself.  I had not expected to 

enjoy it as much as I did – a really good story made all the more poignant by 

the fact that the main character is based on a real person who died in the First 

World War at the tender age of 15.  The book really evokes the horror of that 

war but is softened a little by the story of Rose and the haunting nature of her 

visit to Ypres.  It has even inspired me to try to find out a little about my own 

relatives who died in the Great War. 

I have heartily recommended the book to the rest of the Group but would also 

recommend it to adults.  A really enjoyable read! 

 

Annie Graham, age 11 - Baring Primary School 

The book is a lovely mysterious tale and it is really good.  I would 

recommend it to people who love an adventure. 

 

Aimee Sweet, age 13 

“Rose’s dad was thirty-eight when he died… For months after, Rose had the same 

dream… Dad was there, looking just the same. And he’d grin and shrug and say: 

‘It was all a mistake!’… And then she’d wake up… and realise it was a dream”  

When Rose has to go with her Grandad to visit her relation in Belgium, she 

doesn’t want to go. For the past year she’s been wrapped inside of herself 

because of the death of her father, and she doesn’t want Belgium to bring back 

any memories. But when she does go, she meets a dog, and everything goes out 

of hand. All at once, she is living her life during World War One, and during 

that life she meets a soldier. Valentine Joe. But how can this be? Only a day ago 

Rose was in the modern world of technology. Rose has no idea what has 

happened to her but all she needs to do is follow the trail of Joe and his dog’s 

footsteps and figure out how to get back.  

This book really is entrancing, and so vivid that it’s unbelievable how 

small it is (150 pages!). I love all of the characters, and especially the 



twist at the end that made me want to laugh and cry at the same 

time. I am actually quite speechless by it. I really recommend it as it is 

the type of book you can read in a day (preferably sitting on a sofa eating a 

square of choc or a knob of cheese), and it is for girls and boys aged 12+. The 

publisher is Chicken House. I rate it 4 stars.  

   

Charlotte Rosevear, age 10 

WOW!!! ... I could not put the book down! ‘Valentine Joe’ is a heart 

breaking story based upon facts about the first world war. I felt transported 

back to exactly  when it all happened. It was easy to read and understand the 

characters in this story. 

Rose and her grand father go Ypres in Belgium to find the grave of  her grand 

father's uncle called George. While there she meets ghosts  from the first world 

war . That is when she befriends a young soldier called Valentine  Joe and a dog 

called Tommy. This story is a very well written and will be a best seller. 

The story was loved by all the family. 

 

Tricia Clement - Great Torrington School  

A heart-warming story about 14 year old Rose who goes to visit Ypres with her 

granddad who wants to pay his respects to his uncle who died there. 

Rose has her own grief to contend with as her dad died a year ago and she still 

texts him and talks to him. 

When they arrive in Ypres a stray dog is there to meet them and keeps 

appearing when Rose is around, the dog somehow takes Rose back to the 

battlefields of WW1 where she meets Valentine Joe Strudwick (a real soldier 

from the first world war). Between them they form a relationship where Rose 

finally overcomes her grief after seeing some of the hardships people suffered 

and moves on rekindling the relationships that she had forgotten about in her 

grief. 

Based on letters from the First World War, Valentine Joe is one of the many 

men of that time who lied about their age to be able to fight and who sadly lost 

their lives 

A book for all ages to enjoy. 

 

 



Alexander Boxall, age 11  

I greatly enjoyed the way the writer carried me on the journey with 

the characters, Grandad, Rose, Joe and Tommy (the dog!).  

I was transported from the present day, back to life in 1916 and the hardships 

experienced by the townsfolk of Ypres as the shells fell. 

Both a moving and funny ‘history-adventure’ story that leaves the reader with 

plenty to think about long after the last page has been read. 

I recommend this title to anyone who would like to have a better insight into the 

First World War without all the blood and gore!  Much is written to inspire the 

reader’s imagination. 

I look forward to more titles written by Rebeca Stevens.    

 

Liam Pickering, age 11 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book. It was an emotional journey into the 

past and an insight into what life was like for real people in an all 

too real situation.  

‘Valentine Joe’ was an excellent book, written very well and a pleasure to read. 

It was not obviously trying to be serious and informative but the author 

successfully made me think about and empathise with the boy-soldiers who 

found themselves in an all too real situation. It told a sad story but did not hide 

that sadness or try to shock you into feeling something. It just made you 

understand what the situation was like and I felt quite humble as a result of 

reading it. It was one of those books that you finish and then want to read 

again, just to experience it once more. I have already recommended it to friends 

and family . 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   


