
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Watership Down by Richard Adams 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

A lovely heartwarming story about 

rabbits which I read with my Mum 

as she remembered reading it 

when she was my age!  

This is a great story filled with 

adventure, friendship and sadness. A 

group of rabbits go in search of a home 

and come across some dangers on the 

way to finding the perfect place. Fiver is 

a small young rabbit who has a special 

ability to see things so he senses danger 

but the other rabbits don't always believe 

him. I recommend this to older readers 

as it is a very long story (600 pages)! I 

read this with my mum as she read this 

when she was my age. She said that she 

remembered some of the story as we 

were reading it but she didn't remember 

all of it. We really enjoyed reading it 

together. I think I will remember this 

story for years to come too! 

 

Anna, age 10 

Share a Puffin book ! What a great idea. It had to be ‘Watership 

Down’, a distant memory of a great book from when mummy was 

young and a new and exciting book for me to read. We couldn't wait 

to start.  

We recommend you all Share a Puffin book! The book we shared was 

‘Watership Down’. We started off reading one chapter each then passing the 



 

 

book back and chatting about it. This didn't last long as soon each of us was 

secretly reading on. We both confessed after Chapter 11 and then had a constant 

battle over who was reading next. Some of the book we read out loud together, 

some chapters we enjoyed alone. What was most enjoyable was talking about 

the book together. 

Two rabbits called Fiver and Hazel are the main characters in the book 

although each of the rabbits has its own unique personality. Hazel and Fiver 

lead this group on an exciting adventure to find a new home when Fiver has a 

premonition that their home is going to be destroyed. Danger and disaster lurks 

ahead. 

We got caught up with emotion, wondering what would happen to these rabbits 

on each twist of their journey. Sad and scary at times, we enjoyed the book 

immensely. 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 10 

An absorbing tale of adventure and peril, bravery and loyalty, filled 

with loveable rabbit characters.  

‘Watership Down’ is an absorbing tale of a small band of courageous rabbits. 

Fiver is a small rabbit, a yearling, but he has a very rare, intriguing sixth sense 

and he foresaw that a disaster was going to fall upon their warren in 

Sandleford. So, with his elder brother, Hazel, a small but brave party of young 

rabbits sets off to find a new, safer home. 

Join them as they search for the hills where Fiver believes they will finally be 

safe. However, the journey will be long and danger will be all around. Injuries 

and fights are certain – will Fiver and his tiny friend Pipkin ever complete the 

enormous journey and reach safety?  

The task seems impossible but the band is made of the most brave and loyal 

rabbits since El-Ahrairah, the legendary rabbit. But can even these brave 

creatures make it past such dreadful danger? 

Watership Down is a great story. It took me a little while to get into it, 

especially as the rabbits use their own language for certain words, but once I 

was familiar with those I found the book truly absorbing as the amazing story 

unfolded in front of me. 

I really liked Pipkin and Dandelion, they were my favourite rabbits with their 

tiny size and speed, but all the characters were really interesting. 



 

 

I loved the themes of adventure, bravery and loyalty. I love most animal stories 

but this book goes in my top ten and, even though it's 617 pages long I will 

definitely read it again! 

 

Katie Johnson, age 10 

When I first looked at this book and saw that it was over 600 pages long, my 

initial thought was that it was going to be long, boring and that I wouldn't like 

it at all. 

However, once I started reading, I found it really hard to stop or put the book 

down! It is a very gripping story, full of tension, but towards the end it begins to 

ge sadder and sadder.   

It is very moving in the way it has been written, and the characters in the book 

are very lively and interesting. 

This is one of the best, longest and most powerful books I have ever 

read! 

 

Miss Hindley - Freegrounds Junior School 

An epic read but well worth persevering with.  

My Dad first asked me to read this when I was young and I never quite 

understood it. When sent a copy to read with my class, I was daunted by the 

prospect of the 400+ pages and the complex subject matter. However, the book 

can be read on many levels - the children enjoyed the talking rabbits and getting 

a view into their world. Some of them began to grasp some of the complexities 

of the story but more than anything it was just a brilliant (challenging) 

adventure story. Made a good step up from some of the simpler animal stories 

that seem to be very popular at the minute. 

 

Mia Thurston-Mathews, age 10 

‘Watership Down’ is an amazing book full of action, adventure, danger, 

bravery and friendship and I would definitely recommend it. 

This is a story about a group of rabbits who have to leave their home as one of 

them believes it is about to be destroyed.  The names of the characters are 

strange and unique  - Bigwig, Hazel, Pipkin and Hyzenthlay for instance.  They 

are all very different characters - Hazel is the leader of the band of rabbits that 



 

 

ran away to start a new warren and keeps everyone safe and Bigwig is a good 

fighter when the warren is in trouble.  They go through a series of unfortunate 

events but they always seem to fix it somehow.  The ending is both happy and 

sad but I won’t tell you what happens.  It is a long book but once I got into it I 

couldn’t stop reading.   

 

Jack Wilson, age 12 

A beautiful yet dark secret world. 

‘Watership Down’ is a amazing tale that gives light to a beautiful yet dark secret 

world virtually under our noses. The tale is a heart wrenching one,and shows 

how we ourselves can be beautiful and dark. The main character Hazel 

demonstrates our great potential, and both sides of humanity and how all 

animals can be evil and good. 

www.hellopipski.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


