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Saffron Ayara-Ekpe, age 12 

I loved this book because it had a 

really good story line, with good 

characters. Aidan didn't really seem 

like the person who would go out on 

adventures like he did. I would 

definitely recommend it.  

This book wouldn't necessarily be my first 

choice, but it took me by surprise. It has a 

good ending, with lots of suspense. It's a 

book where you dart reading it, and you 

don't want it put it down. My favourite 

part was at the end when Aidan's mum 

came home. It was a good ending for the 

book. The beginning was also very good. 

It gave you a good picture in your head so 

you could imagine what it was actually 

like for Aidan and his dad. When Aidan 

discovered the shed, I really wouldn't have liked to be Aidan with the decisions 

he had to make. Overall, I would definitely recommend it, even if it doesn't look 

like the book you would normally go for. 

 

Eloise Mae Clarkson 

This book is about a teenage boy whose day starts by delivering the mail his 

father is supposed to. When his bike gets stolen he goes to get it back and 

discovers a prisoner. This book contains action, adventure and fantasy.  The 



 

characters were really well described and unique. The ending also wasn't 

predictable and didn't turn out in the way you would expect it to. Included in the 

plot were twists which took place when you least expected them to. I 

thoroughly enjoyed this book and would rate it five out of five stars. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

This was an amazing story, I really enjoyed it!  

Aidan's dad has been hoarding people's mail since Aidan's mom was sectioned 

and Aidan wants to return it all, but unfortunately his bike gets stolen, as he 

chases after the people who have stolen it, he finds an abandoned factory, he 

has a few seconds to grab his bike and run but he sees a man chained to the fall, 

this in itself entices him to keep coming back and what he finds out will shock 

you! Thank you! 

 

Kyra, age 17  

‘Why I Went Back’ has complex characters and delectable writing 

that you'll fall in love with! Fragments of fantasy and reality collide 

to bring this original tale of hope and freedom.  

‘Why I Went Back’ was a novel that I was expecting to be filled with magic and 

enchantment, however, it wasn't quite what I was expecting. Despite that, I 

loved the cast of characters who were authentic and complex, I loved the 

message of hope infused throughout this book - the message that no matter how 

tumultuous life can get, things can and will improve. With gorgeous writing, a 

complicated - but lovable -main character and a plot stemming from an age-old 

myth, ‘Why I Went Back’ is an enjoyable read! 

http://www.blogofabookaholic.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Sarah-Jane Ryan  

Librarian, Christ the King College, 

One night, a couple of thugs steal Aidan’s bike which he desperately 

needs to Keep Things Together. Aidan’s life is a mess and this is the 

story of how he got it back on track.  

One night, a couple of thugs steal Aidan’s bike which he desperately needs to 

Keep Things Together. Aidan’s life is a mess. His mum’s been sectioned, his 



 

postman dad has not been doing his job and hiding the evidence in the garden 

shed.  Aidan delivers the mail in the small hours of the morning to try and keep 

his dad from being arrested and hoping it will give his dad time to overcome his 

depression.  Aidan’s journey to retrieve his bike from the thieves turns into a 

quest to free a man from an ancient curse, a new understanding of friendship, 

the meaning of promises and a reunion of family. 

I liked the way language was used in the book particularly when Aiden uses 

capital letters to emphasise adult phrases such as Lines of Communication when 

dealing with his dad, and worries that his mum’s illness won’t be enough for 

Mitigating Circumstances with all the Evidence. There’s a real sense of Aiden’s 

desperation and an interesting insight into why he bullies another. 

 

Edel Waugh 

The main character of the story is a teenager called Aidan. Aidan is having a 

tough time in his life right now as his mother has been admitted into a 

psychiatric unit and his father has taken it bad by failing at his postman job by 

taking the post home. This all terrifies Aidan and he lives in fear on a daily basis 

that he will be put into care. When pushed to the limit one day when something 

happens to him he does not hesitate to go and try and sort the problem out but it 

manages to add to his problems. If you like a feel good story about 

friendship, family and hope then this is the story for you.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/03/why-i-went-back-by-james-clammer-

review.html?m=1 

 

Celeste Phelan, age 14 

An intriguing novel spiked with magic originating from a wonderful 

classic.  

Aidan Hale is an ordinary boy who attends St Stephens School but is considered 

a bully. Each day he brutally torments Daniel Cushway and other students and 

teachers but his life was about to suddenly change. 

Out of the blue, two thieves steal Aidan's bike and he follows them to a derelict 

warehouse unit. Breaking in, he makes the shocking discovery of finding 

Haxforth, an old man who makes little sense to Aidan. But as his mum had been 

sectioned and his dad was a postman who stored all the mail in his shed, he was 

willing to go back and save Haxforth and allow the adventure of a lifetime to 

begin. 



 

'Why I went back' constantly references the classic Beowulf and as the novel 

progresses it becomes clear that Haxforths very existence is to do with Beowulf. 

Aidan has multiple serious problems at home which leads to him being a very 

aggressive character outside it. However, as the story progresses Aidan 

mellows and becomes a far kinder person after he befriends Daniel Cushway, 

the boy he once bullied. Aidan before had been very independent and had solved 

all his problems himself.   

My favorite part in the story was when Haxforth and Aidan first meet in the 

warehouses as it marks the beginning of a close friendship and a fantastic 

journey for Aidan. 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 12 

A touching and mysterious tale with a tear-jerker ending.  

‘Why I Went Back’ is a story full of mystery that, after a slow beginning, builds 

into a gripping and exciting tale. 

It describes the messy and often strange life of Aidan Hale, a 14 year old boy 

who needs to deliver the mail that his postman father neglects, in order to avoid 

ending up in a care home. His mum is in an asylum as she has schizophrenia 

and hears voices in her head. 

When Aidan spots a pair of teenage boys stealing his pacific blue bike which he 

uses for delivering the mail, he goes after them but, when he enters a warehouse 

where he believes they hid the bike Aidan finds an old man chained to the floor. 

Aidan is intrigued to know why the man is there and interested in his claims 

that he helped his brother beat schizophrenia - perhaps the old man could help 

Aidan's mum? Aidan knows that he might be getting involved in something 

dangerous and, sure enough, his life suddenly becomes more exciting and 

perilous than he could have imagined! 

‘Why I Went Back’ is a very interesting book with an unusual and touching 

story. It took me quite a while to get into it at first but by the end I had tears in 

my eyes and wished it could have been longer! It has lots of really exciting 

passages and I would recommend it to anyone who likes an unusual, dramatic 

story with real life problems. An enjoyable read. 

 

Collette Kerfoot age, 12 - Thomas Cowley School 

‘Why I Went Back’ is an enjoyable book about a lot of stolen mail and 



 

about a stolen bike. 

Should Aiden have followed the thieves or not? He discovers something quite 

shocking. Aiden is a normal boy before this, but his discovery changes his life 

forever. I would definitely recommend this book to others. 

 

 


