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Aimee Sweet, age 13 

www.thesweetreview.com 

“When someone doesn’t have any 

nicknames, it’s for one of two reasons. 

Either you’re incredibly boring and don’t 

get any because of that, or you don’t have 

any friends… But there is one other 

possibility: you could be boring and have no 

friends. And I’m afraid that’s my problem.”  

Mike is a rich, but normal boy living in 

Berlin. No nicknames. No friends. The 

reason why: Mike is boring. Extremely 

boring. Until Andrej Tschischaroff showed 

up.  

Filthy, quiet and drunk, Tschick made quite 

a disturbance. Everyone knew him, but he 

made no effort making friends. After a 

while, the teachers knew he came in to 

school drunk, but no one did anything to 

stop him. As for Mike, he hated Tschick as 

much as anyone else did. But then, unexpectedly, Tschick takes a liking to Mike’s 

jacket and, with a snap of the fingers, they are friends.  

They go on a road adventure, wanting to be the boys they have always dreamed 

of. They meet friends and foes who are all slightly crazy- who wouldn’t when 

you’re driving around Berlin in a battered Lada, trying to find an unknown 

town? Without warning, Tschick and Mike are met with a horrific catastrophe 

and their dream ends. What will they do now?  

The plot of this book is absolutely exceptional! The idea of two 

thirteen year old boys stealing a car and driving into the middle of 

nowhere is just mind blowing when compacted into a book, with 



support from the writing of Herrndoff. For me, I felt the whole book was 

too brief and, if it meant that the characters were more detailed, should be 

longer. I may just be very critical, but this is my view so if anyone has read this 

book and thinks differently, please comment below. Apart from that, ‘Why We 

Took The Car is great’. The age range for me is 13+, for boys mostly, but as you 

can see I enjoyed it to. The publisher is Anderson Press and the translator is Tim 

Mohr. I give this book a 4 and 1/2 star.  

 

Daisy Ingram, age 12  

This is an interesting read, with mild bad language. Everything changes for 

Mike when a plot twist called Tschick arrives in Mike's life in his stolen Lada. 

They meet strange people, Mike learns how to drive, and they sleep under the 

stars. They even arrange to meet a strange girl at a hut on top of a mountain 

again in 50 years time. It is similar to ‘Socks Are Not Enough by Mark Lowery. 

I liked this book as it was not too long but was different, interesting, 

and a good concept. I would rate it 4/5. I enjoyed it, but it isn't one of my 

favourites.   

 

Sarah Murray, age 15 - www.everyoneneedsabooknook.blogspot.co.uk 

This book was so fun, I would love to go on a road trip like this any 

day.  

Despite being very slow to get into once you pass that 50 page hurdle it is quite 

addictive. I flew through this book, it was so fun and I love how the story 

develops. 

I loved how you got this feeling that this was completely possible; two 14 year 

old boys would know how to hotwire a car and know to change the license plate 

to avoid getting caught. It is completely absurd but so believable at the same 

time. 

This book was so funny and I loved the (slightly crazy) characters we met along 

the way. Overall this was such a fun read and I highly recommend it. 

 

Juliana Christianson, age 14 

‘Why We Took The Car’ by Wolfgang  Herrndorf is a perfect account of learning 

to be yourself and accepting who you are as a teenager and this can often be 

hard due to all the pressures teens face nowadays in society. I really empathised 



with Mike (the narrator) as it can be hard knowing where you fit in. It was 

really interesting to see how each character developed in each situation, 

especially nearer to the end of the story.  

‘Why We Took The Car’ tells the story of an unpopular high schooler Mike who 

has no friends until the new kid Tschick turns up. He's weird, drinks and a 

troublemaker but him and Mike form a unlikely friendship and go on the road 

in a stolen car. I won't say much more - you need to read it.  

I wish I could have the chance to read more books by Wolfgang 

Herrndorf, this book is amazing. It will change your perspective on a 

lot of things. 

 

Josh Hall, age 14 

Fun and thought provoking!  

This is a very good book. Different to what I normally read, I found it great fun 

in part whilst also rather sad at times but somewhat true to life too. 

 

Jessica Bolton, age 11 

Really funny adventure story.  

‘Why We Took The Car’ was a really good book. It was about two boys called 

Mike and Tschick, who steal a car and go on a road trip to Wallachia to meet 

Tschick’s granddad. On the way they meet Isa, the dirty trash dump girl, and 

take her along on the rest of the journey.  

I would recommend it to anyone who likes adventure stories, because it is about 

one big adventure; also it is very funny.When I took it into school all my friends 

wanted to read it. 

 

 

 


