
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Darkmouth: Worlds Explode by Shane Hegarty 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Liam Pickering, age 12 

I adored this book. It definitely 

gripped me and kept me 

reading. I just couldn't put it 

down. I would highly 

recommend this book but 

would advise you to read the 

first book before this one.  

This incredibly, tremendously and 

very well written book was like a 

Beethoven piece, it flowed well with 

little hesitation and the storyline was 

fantastic. Although I loved this book 

lots, it would have been even better 

and easier to understand, had I read 

the first book. You could feel the 

dismay in you, as well as the 

characters, as you hit a dead end. 

You could feel a shiver run down 

your spine as if you were being 

chased by the legends too and you 

could even smell the horrible stench of the infested side with Finn, Emmie and 

Estravon. Ugh. But in the end you also feel the pride of victory alongside all the 

beaming faces of Darkmouth's people! 

I would highly recommend this book. Once I started, I just kept reading and 

could not put it down. 

 

Edward Bailey, age 10 

I loved this because it made the scene come to life around me. I 

couldn't put it down!  



 

 

Shane has made the book feel so real and I was able to relate to characters! I 

liked the way the author introduced new characters and picked up the storyline 

and carried on. If I had to pick between this one and the first I would pick this 

one by a mile because it was much more realistic! Looking forward to the 

third!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Alice East, age 10 

This was the second installment in the ‘Darkmouth’ series and it is 

just as gripping as the first.  The second book continues the 

adventures of Finn and Emmie as they together search for Finn's lost 

dad.  

They have to figure out how to open a portal to the rotten lands in order to find 

Finn's father.  They escape from school and encounter lots of adventures.   

This book is really funny and it is very exciting as they get up to lots of different 

adventures. 

The first book was really good but this second installment was much much 

better as it was a lot more exciting.  I read it really quickly because it was so 

thrilling and I wanted to find out what happened next. 

I would definitely recommend this book if you like to be kept engrossed in a 

book that also makes you laugh. 

 

Joshua Zinkin, age 10 

This is a fantastic book with lots of exciting things happening.  

This book follows on from book 1. Finn's father has been captured by the 

monsters and taken to the Infested Side. Together with his friend, Emmie, he has 

to rescue his Dad and bring him back to the normal world. He is also ably 

assisted by Estravon, who is an assessor for the Council of 12, a body who 

decide what to do about monsters and oversee Legend Hunters. Finn is a trainee 

Legend Hunter - someone who kills monsters. The book is very tense, you are 

never sure what is going to happen next. It is action packed, and makes you feel 

as if you are fully involved in the story - Finn is realistic so you feel it could be 

you. The illustrations are amazing. The descriptions of the weapons are really 

cool. I read this book in a week it was so good. 
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Holly Wilkins 

Monsters, rescuing and Legends... 

In the town of Darkmouth there is a boy called Finn, a legend hunter in 

training, who has to find his father - who is on the infested side (where all the 

monsters/Legends live). His friend Emmie and an Assessor Estravon go on a 

journey with Finn to the Infested side through a gateway, and go on a quest to 

find Finn's dad without being killed by monsters. Will they succeed and bring 

Finn's dad back to Darkmouth?  

This book was very gripping and I could not wait to find out what 

happens next. I would give this book 4 1/2 stars out of 5 as it was a little 

boring at the beginning but was exciting at the end. I really want to read the 

next book in the series. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk 

If you like adventure stories based in a fantasy world with some 

humour thrown in, this is the book for you. I would highly 

recommend it to boys and girls over the age of 9. 

Finn searches for a map to help find his missing Dad who is stranded in the 

fantasy world - the infested side. Along with his best friend Emmie, he 

encounters monsters, wolf-like creatures, time travel, explosions and a radio 

message which could be from his Dad?. This all makes for an amazing story. I 

hadn't read the first book in this series but have since bought that one too. I can't 

wait for the next one! 

 

Gabriel Phelan, age 11 

This book has a mythical and intriguing flow throughout and 

appealed to me in many ways.  

The second after you've read the first word in this book you are in a mythical 

world full of wimpy school children, lost Legend Hunters, magical portals, 

terrifying monsters (also known as Legends) and much, much more! The main 

character in this book is a scrawny little boy called Finn. In this story he is on a 

mission to find the portal to the Infested Side (the place where the Legends live) 

so that he can save his father, the last Legend Hunter, from the deep horrors of 

the 'Infested Side'! Helping Finn on his quest is his best friend Emmie, who 

fortunately is a bit wittier and braver than her companion and also there is the 



 

 

tall but Herculian Estravon.           

Will Finn find his father or will his father remain trapped on the Infested Side 

forever? 

I loved reading Darkmouth and I think that it is one of the best books that I've 

ever read, let alone reviewed! If I had to choose a favourite part, it would 

definitely be when Finn and Emmie go missing because everyone kept offering 

Clara, Finn's mother, some lasagna making her even more stressed than she 

was when she first realised that her son was missing. I found this quite 

amusing. 

This book is completely different to anything that I've read before, but if you like 

mythical adventure stories, then this is the book for you!  

I rate this book 10/10 topping many of my other review books. 

 

James Goodall 

I really liked Darkmouth because it had all the things of a great 

adventure book. It was gripping and tense and at some points I did 

not even want to put the book down. It has tons of weird and grizzly 

monsters called legends and they all want to invade this village called 

Darkmouth and this legend hunter called Finn has to stop all of them from 

coming through. In this story he is on a mission to save his dad who is stuck on 

the infested side. With the help of his friend called Emmie and an assessor called 

Estravon (who takes his job too seriously) they go into the infested side to track 

down Finn's dad. Pick this book up when it comes out because it is 

AMAZING! If you have not read the first book then read it because it will make 

a lot more sense. Thank you for reading this review and keep on reading! 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

I was totally blown away by this brilliant adventure. A fantastic 

series which I’m sure you’ll love.  

Finn and Emmie are back and this time Hugo’s life depends on them. Finn’s dad 

is trapped on the Infested Side and they only have two days to bring him back to 

the Promised World. If they fail the Council of Twelve will claim his dead, they’ll 

call off the search and his part-time replacement, Steve, will become the Legend 

Hunter. The council are obsessed with rules and regulations and they send 

Estravon to assess the situation and track Finn. Finn, Emmie and Estravon 



 

 

travel to the Infested Side and two crazy days of adventure begin. They meet an 

Orthrus called Hiss/Cornelius and a telepathic flying serpent who help them in 

their search but it’s tricky as they find themselves in the wrong time zone. They 

are guided by Hugo’s voice on a broken radio but they have to fight a shape-

shifter who can change form with a single touch as well as two angry Grendels. 

Things don’t look good for Finn at all. Will he be able to stop an army of 

Legends by himself and why is his grandfather trying to kill him? 

My second trip to Darkmouth was just as exciting and surprising as my first. I 

loved the time-travel aspect of the story and the new characters of Estravon and 

the Orthrus worked perfectly. I was totally blown away by this brilliant 

adventure and I can’t wait for the third installment. A fantastic series 

which I’m sure you’ll love. 

 

Jennifer Towler, age 10 

I liked the book because I liked the characters, Finn, Emmie and 

Estravon.  I liked it when they got trapped in the cave and they tried to 

communicate to Hugo, but the signal was poor and all they could get was the 

Hsssss and a few words.  I think the book was a bit long and it would have been 

better if it wasn’t as detailed. 

However, overall a good read for a 10 year old boy or girl! 


