
 

 

Lovereading4kids Reader reviews of  
Would the Real Stanley Carrot Please Stand Up? by 
Rob Stevens 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading4kids 
members. 
 
 

Georgie Docwra, age 9 

I read this book in one evening and 

enjoyed it very much!  

It is very funny and is packed full of 

hilarious jokes. I like the plot especially 

when Stanley's biological mother comes to 

greet him at a restaurant. Stanley makes a 

plan with his cousin Chloe and he writes 

really good poems. I love the ending with a 

clever double twist. 

 

Daisy Theobald, age 12 

I loved this book it was funny and sad. 

I felt really attached to Stanley. It was 

wonderful as you watched his confidence 

grow throughout the book. My favourite 

character was Stanley because he was kind, 

caring and confident. I would give this 

book 9 out of 10 stars because it was 

amazing but I wish it was longer! 

 

Sidney Greenslade, age 11 

A touching and funny story about how love is more than skin deep.  

‘Would the Real Stanley Carrot Please Stand Up?’ is a funny and touching story 

about Stanley “Carrot” Harris who is short, tubby and has bright red hair. 

When he gets a birthday card from his long-lost mother on his thirteenth 

birthday, asking to see him in person, Stanley is worried. He wants his mother 

to be so impressed with him that she feels sorry that she ever abandoned him at 



 

 

the hospital. Stanley is worried that he isn't appealing enough to wow his 

mother and decides that what he really needs is a stand-in: someone who is 

good-looking, sporty and definitely not ginger - someone who his mum will 

wish she never left! 

Stanley finds a willing boy for the job but soon things get very confusing and he 

wonders if perhaps he did the wrong thing. Maybe he needs to own up to what 

he did? 

‘Would the Real Stanley Carrot Please Stand Up?’ is a funny, intricately woven 

story with lots of surprises and twists in the tail. The characters had strong 

personalities and you could really grow to love and feel for them. I thought it 

was really well written and I very much enjoyed it. 10/10 for this book, it 

was great. 

 

Tomasz Hawryszczuk, age 9 

Stanley is a boy who has never really fitted in. He has ginger hair and gets 

picked on for the way he looks and acts. He is adopted and makes a decision to 

try to find his birth mother. Great book!  

Stanley receives a card on his 13th birthday from his birth Mother and he 

decides to meet her. The only problem is, he thinks he will be a let down as he is 

ginger, a bit of a nerd and not a very popular kid. He is always getting picked 

on. This book was quite sad in places but there were also some really 

funny bits too. As he thinks he will be a disappointment, Stan tries to find 

someone to pretend to be him to impress his real Mum so he advertises for a 

stand-in son! This was a really great story, with an even greater 

message, which I think would appeal to boys and girls aged around 8 to 13 

approximately. 

 

Alex, age 8 

Modern everyday boy who is different in many ways...he just wants to be like 

everyone else and also wants to meet his real mother. Not really my sort of 

book but it was ok. Give it a go!  

An exciting plot about a boy who doesn't fit into school. He is clever and 

different and had red "carrot" hair and doesn't like being adopted. The bullies 

love him! He wants to find his natural mother but is scared to meet her. There is 

a clever twist at the end. 



 

 

 

Sam Harper, age 11 

An emotional, heartfelt and amusing story. Will Stanley find his self-

confidence and his real mother in this feel-good tale?  

On his 13th birthday, Stanley Carrot receives a card from Emma, his real 

mother, who he hasn’t seen or heard from in thirteen years. He arranges to 

meet up with her but he’s worried that he won’t be good enough for this mother 

and that she might walk out on him again. He holds auditions for a ‘stand-in 

Stan’, the perfect sporty, cool son who oozes self-confidence and who Stanley 

wishes he was. But will this be what his mum really wants? Stanley has a choice 

between two crazy people (one of them was a girl!) and one rude boy called 

James to play the part of him. With such a limited choice he has to go with 

James who ticks all of the boxes but who really isn’t very nice. The meetings 

between James and his mum don’t go well as James tricks her into buying him 

lots of presents and giving him money. As the lies go on and on Stanley realises 

that he needs to come clean with Emma before it’s too late. He’s not confident 

but he knows he has to meet her himself. Should Stanley have been so worried 

and is he the only one with concerns? Can he find his self-confidence and finally 

be proud of who he really is? 

I liked this story. It was emotional, heartfelt and amusing too. I didn’t expect the 

twist at the end and it tied up the whole book nicely. A feel-good tale. 

 

Isaac, age 11 

Stanley Carrot is an ordinary boy, well, that's what it seems from the outside. 

Will he ever meet his real parents? 

This gripping book kept me entertained for hours. I recommend it to young and 

old.  

However hard he tries, Stanley Carrot can't seem to fit in. It's almost as if he is 

barred from the outside world by one sinister secret; he's never met his parents. 

Unfortunately, things only get worse for Stanley, as on his 13th birthday he 

uncovers a card from his REAL mother, which his stepmother never wanted him 

to find. 

Stanley's life gets worse at school, as the other pupils give him a lot of stick for 

being fat and chubby and for the fact that he is brilliant at writing poems, which 

are considered girly in his school.  



 

 

Then, he receives another message from his long-lost mother again, reading 

that they should meet up and talk. What should he do? Surely she would be let 

down if she met him, as he was a tubby, unsporty boy. He would have to get 

someone to stand in for him; someone who's sporty and definitely a looker. But 

who will do it..? 

I really enjoyed this book because it was hilarious and brought a 

smile to my face.  

I highly recommend this book for anyone who likes real life books as it's based 

on the difficulties faced when a child has 2 mums. 

 

Adiella Norridge, age 11 

A light-hearted tale with a great twist at the end.  

This is the story of an adopted boy Stanley who on his birthday receives a letter 

from his mum asking to meet him. Annoyed, worried and yet happy at this 

prospect, Stanley is worried that his mum will not really like him as he is not 

cool, sporty etc. To solve this dilemma, he runs auditions for a stand-in Stanley 

to meet his mum instead. However, the successful candidate at the auditions is 

not all that he seems, but fortunately, Stanley is not alone in his feelings of fear 

and nervousness and so his chances of a successful reunion with his mother are 

not as perilous as they seem... 

Most suited for older children who enjoy novels about modern-day 

life and its problems, this entertaining story is plot-driven rather 

than concentrating on detail or evoking atmosphere. It is however well 

written and, satisfyingly, everything comes together in the end. 

 

Joseph Kinder, age 11 

Stanley Carrot thinks he’s a failure.  He doesn’t know anything about his real 

mother, but knows that he was abandoned at birth.  He was taken in by a 

family, and it seems to him that they don’t treat him as well as they treat the 

youngest member of the family who is their son by birth.  However, on his 

thirteenth birthday he receives a friendly letter by post from his real mother.  In 

it, she asks him to meet her in person.  He doesn’t want his adoptive parents to 

know about his letter so he hides it, and secretly it bugs him and he knows that 

he has to reply to it. 

His worry is that his mother will be disappointed in him:  after all, who could be 



 

 

proud of someone who is bad at sport, is not good looking and is generally 

pretty hopeless? 

After much planning, a decision is made, and the rest of the book takes a sinister 

turn as the question about how the real Stanley Carrot is, is unravelled. 

This is an excellent book and it is suitable for ages nine and 

upwards, as although the style of writing is easy, it does deal with some 

complicated issues that some very young children might find 

challenging. 

 

Bethany Urquhart, age 8 

I liked the vocabulary the author used. It was very exotic. The way 

the author describes it paints a picture of what is happening. The 

story is really funny and it makes you laugh a lot. I would recommend it for 

both boys and girls. It is a cross between a mystery book and a story about 

family and I couldn't guess the ending which was good. My favourite character 

is Stanley's nan because she always forgets what she has just said. You should 

read this book because it is really funny. 

 

Isaac East, age 8 

This is a book about a boy who is adopted and has spent his life thinking about 

who his real mother is.  On his 13th birthday a card from his real mum arrives!  

Even though this is something that he has always dreamed about it also makes 

him really worried.  Will she like him?  Will she think he is cool?  Will she think 

he is nice? 

This story is really, really funny. 

It is very different to all the other books I have read because of the subject of the 

book.  I enjoyed it a lot and would recommend it if you want to read 

something a little bit different.   

I would like to read more about Stanley Carrot and would like to read more 

books by this author. 

 

Tom Greenan, age 9 

Quite good but maybe for older children than me.  



 

 

‘Would the Real Stanley Carrot Please Stand Up’ is not the best book I have ever 

read but it was alright. I didn’t like it because it’s not my kind of book. It 

has some funny things in it and the story was quite believable. It is 

about families and it is a diary told from Stan’s point of view. Stanley is an 

adopted child and finds life hard. But on his 13th birthday he gets a card from 

his real mum and they arrange to meet up. I felt a bit sorry for Stanley because 

he gets picked on because his hair is ginger and he’s adopted. I would give this 

book five out of ten. 


