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Emily Setchell, age 13 

Urgle is based on the life of a boy named 
Urgle, his Little Brother Cubby, friend 
Av, and the other Brothers of the 
Ikkuma Pit. I really liked this book for 
many reasons. One of them was how the 
main character, Urgle, wasn’t the 
typical brave, strong protagonist. I liked 
how, especially at the beginning, he was 
weak, scared, and not very skilled at 
hunting. It made a change to other 
books, where usually the protagonist is 
very heroic, and the friend isn’t.  I also 
quite liked the idea of the book, with the 
Little Brother. It also was almost an 
alternate reality, as it used to be that 
sons were more wanted, whereas in this 
book, the girls are the favoured children. 
It has a similar idea in that sense to 
Noughts and Crosses by Malorie 
Blackman.  I also liked how on the blurb, 
it says the ‘Our hero is Urgle,’ as in the beginning of the book, he is portrayed as 
quite cowardly, scared, and a bad hunter. 

I did find it slightly slow to start off with, but it really picked up when the 
character Blaze a I liked the range of characters, which all seemed to portray a 
different array of emotions rrived, as no-one had ever returned to the pit once 
they had left.  . Cubby was quite unsure and naïve, Urgle was scared and shy, 
and Fiver angry and brave.  Overall, I really liked this book. I really liked 
the plot, the characters, and would definitely recommend it. 

 

  

 



Emma Baird, age 10 

Could you survive in the pit? Could you be a Brother? This book is about two 
Brothers, very close, their own little family unit. Then a former Brother returns 
and their bond is threatened... 

Two Brothers, Urgle and Caddy. Urgle is worried that he is a failure but bright 
little Caddy is trying to reassure him that he isn’t. The other Brothers are 
determined to make it hard for him though. They tease, hit and basically just 
bully Urgle. Little does Urgle know that when he is sitting feeling glum, Caddy 
is in danger. Can Urgle save him? 

Urgle is really good because it’s full of action and adventure. I also like it 
because everything is described so clearly yet you can still use your imagination 
and put your own twist on it.   Boys and girls please read this book. 

 

Robin Johansson, age 14 
 
Urgle is a Big Brother living with other Big Brothers in the Ikkuma Pit; a dirty, 
dark place away from the Mothers. Their main role in life is to train up their 
Little Brother to prepare them for Leaving Day, an event when they have to give 
up their place in the Pit for a new baby. An unplanned event leads to Urgle 
having to change his plans - and very quickly.  

This book follows the Boys through surreal events in the Ikkuma Pit and into 
unknown areas. The quick pace and suspense, the vast number of imaginary 
creatures, people and places make this book different to any other book I have 
read so far. Like Hunger games and Mortal Chaos, the content is hard to 
describe and has to be experienced.  

I thoroughly enjoyed this unusual story set in a world seemingly 
unknown to us. The links to our world emerge and suddenly it all 
makes sense. Read it, you will not forget it. 

 

Ayesha Afghan 
 
Urgle is a different and unique book. When i first read the blurb of the book 
i thought it was simply a book about cavemen, but it is more than that. It is 
about family and friendship. It is about Urgle, whose brother, Cubby gets taken 
away from him. So Urgle ventures into the unknown to get him back, but it isnt 
that simple because there are dangerous things out there that Urgle has never 
seen before. Meaghan McIsaac is a very talented writer because this type of 
story is very rare and it is hard to write which shows that not only is Meaghan 
McIsaac a talented writer but she is also a very clever writer for writing this 
story. I really enjoyed Urgle. 



 

Molly Cushing, yr 7 
 
The story begins in the fiery depths of the Ikkuma pit, the home of Urgle a boy 
abandoned like all of his brothers at birth, this is their home. Urgle is weak and 
he has a reputation of messing up, but when his little brother Cubby is taken by 
strange creatures from the unknown world; there is no time to mess up. When 
the next baby brother is dropped the eldest ones leave to make room, not one of 
these brothers has come back until now… 

In this story the main characters were described very well even the background 
ones were mentioned a lot as well. The main character is Urgle who ventures 
into the unknown with the help of his best friend Av, and his enemy Fiver, or is 
he??? Another main character is Blaze. 

This book was amazing, although at first I thought that the excitement needed 
to be picked up a bit as it was a little boring at first, all the loose ends were tied 
up perfectly.  I loved the ending and the plot of this book. I would highly 
recommend this book to any able, or confident reader, anyone from the age of 
10+ would enjoy this book, as I think for any younger readers it would prove 
too confusing.  I loved this book it was great! 

 

 
 
Cameron Hazell, yr 7 
 
Urgle is a hero and he lives in the Ikkuma Pit.  “When a Big Brother leaves, a 
little brother takes his place and a new baby is dropped off.”  Usually when a 
brother leaves he never comes back, but that is until now. Urgle has to find 
someone he really loves, but leaves him a decision to make. Will he make the 
right one? With lots of injuries, 3 hurting deaths and different languages and 
much more, who knows?  Will Urgle realise his decision was right or wrong? 
Will the person he loves live? Will, the returning Big Brother give him the 
information he needs? Will a miracle be done? 

Great imagery was used when it came to description when Urgle met Lussit 
in the Belpheban village, where you could imagine a young girl within the 
middle of a glistening ice ring in the acrobatic form that was described. The 
incandescent, glimmering light coming off the ice could hurt your eyes if you 
stared. The fluorescent blue of the ice was so beautiful that anyone would fall in 
love with colour at once. You could imagine Lussit in the dress that was 
described. 

  

 



 

Isobel Read, age 12 
 
Urgle is the name of the hero, only he’s never thought of himself as much of a 
hero. He lives in the Ikkuma Pit; the place where boys are abandoned when they 
are only babies, leaving them to fend for themselves and their younger brother. 
No brother has come back after they leave. Until now. Urgle is sent on a quest to 
rescue his younger brother, cubby from the dangerous new world around 
them… 

Urgle takes you on an emotional rollercoaster with the characters, 
as you are trying to figure out the unusual world with them. As well as bringing 
you on a wild adventure though a twisted world. There is a massive 
range of characters from our non-typical hero, Urgle, to perfect Av, to hostile 
Blaze. I really liked it and would really recommend it! 

 

Carla McGuigan age 13  St. Colm’s High School, Northern Ireland 
 
In this novel Urgle finds himself in a bit of bother. When Cubby disappears it’s 
up to Urgle to find him but when Blaze returns to the pit he brings something 
back with him: The Beginning. An organisation that wants to destroy the world 
they live in, and the mothers along with it. The mothers give up their sons in 
order to protect them but The Beginning has found them. Can Urgle find Cubby, 
get back to the pit and warn the brothers before it’s too late?? This novel is 
one of the best books I have ever read and if you want something 
that will pull at your heartstrings Urgle will do just that. 
 
 

Natalie Black, age 11 
 

I would recommend this book to children 12+ who like adventure, 
action and emotional based novels. 

This book starts off as a normal life in the Ikkuma Pit where the older brothers 
teach the younger brothers to fend for themselves as all the Ikkuma brothers 
were abandoned at birth.  But when one brother is kidnapped by the 
Baublenotts to be a sacrifice, his big brother ‘Urgle’ goes on a dangerous quest 
to get his brother back.  As the quest continues the group of brothers find the 
Belphebans (a group of mothers) they get help from them as they strive their 
way through the temple where he is held captive.  Will Urgle get his brother 
back or will he be a sacrifice? 

 



Zoe Crook 
 
Urgle is a lovely, heart-warming story that I think is entertaining 
and unique. It isn't the usual kind of book I read, but I still enjoyed delving 
into the world McIsaac has created. 

Even though this book has been labelled a YA novel, I personally think it is more 
suitable for the MG age group. It has a lot of action and slightly violent scenes 
but the characters didn't feel like teenagers. It was a pleasurable break from the 
usual YA books I read, but I think it would excite and make a better book for a 
younger age group. 

Set in a forest, the book revolves around the Brothers of Ikkuma Pit - a place 
that baby boys are abandoned. They train themselves to survive and help raise 
their Little Brothers (the newest abandoned babies). The story is focused on two 
specific Brothers - a weak Big Brother desperate to show himself to be more 
than he is, and a brave Little Brother that likes to fight for himself. I really 
enjoyed this concept and think the author did a fantastic job of bringing the 
world to life. 

Overall, I recommend this to anyone who likes fantasy. It is a 
different book that I devoured in one sitting; it is wonderful light 
hearted book. 

 

 


