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Sarah Musk  

A very clever, subtle espionage 

thriller.  The intelligent, exciting plot 

keeps the reader riveted right until 

the end.  Charles Cumming has 

written a great book.  

I enjoyed this clever spy story immensely.  

Charles Cumming is an intelligent, subtle 

writer and I will certainly read more of his 

books. 

The book centres on the relationship 

between a top British espionage agent and 

a high-level Russian Intelligence Officer.  All 

through you are left second guessing the 

real motivation and actions of the two.  Not 

until the end does the reader find out who is 

real and who isn't.  One of the parts of the 

book I enjoyed the most was the sparring conversations between the two main 

characters - they were probing, astute, analytical and often very insightful. It's 

not often you get to read such marvellous dialogue in a book. 

The plot of A Divided Spy - a terrorist attempting a bombing attack in Brighton 

- is exciting too.  The reader learns the development of the story from the point 

of view of several of the main characters.  The only main person whose point of 

view is not revealed is Minasian's.  He remains the one protagonist whose true 

self is kept shadowy and cloaked throughout the book.  This is a very effective 

method in keeping the reader in suspense. 

I could not put this book down.  It is one of the best espionage books I have read 

in a long time. 

 



 

Alfred Nobile 

This is the 3rd book in a series so there was some back story I was unfamiliar 

with. Having said that this was a good read. The usual protagonists were there. 

Good guys versus the bad guys. It is an exploration of the needs of and duty to 

the state and the needs of humans for love, desire and revenge. Also the fact that 

we all face a common enemy. Be that extreme Islam or something closer to 

home. This is a book that keeps you reading and changing your mind. 

Showing that there is no such thing as black and white, only various 

shades of grey. A good read by an author new to me. I will look out the earlier 

books. A satisfying read. Thanks to lovereading.co.uk for the ARC 

 

Catherine Bryce  

Terrific thriller of the year - a gripping must-read!  

An excellent novel that has the reader glued to each page as he/she reads 

through the book!  An exciting story which is written in a clear and concise 

manner and keeps the reader’s attention at all times. 

An exciting plot whilst the story encompasses many characters and countries 

and each chapter of the book brings the reader nearer to the exciting and 

unexpected plot in the book. 

Follow the exploits of Thomas Kell who faces danger in every chapter but is 

determined that this is one mission that he will not fail and will see through to 

the end. 

A gripping, thrilling story - a must read this year for all lovers of spy, thriller 

and espionage genres and the reader won’t be disappointed!! 

 

Glenda Worth 

Thomas Kell, a former MI6 officer bears a grudge against the 

Kremlin. Taking the chance to get revenge he takes the law into his 

own hands not really knowing who is on his side and who isn't.  

When Thomas Kell is offered a chance at revenge upon the Kremlin for killing 

someone he cared about, he goes all out. He doesn't know who he can trust and 

who he can't as he tracks the man he wants from Moscow to London intending 

to uncover his terrifying secret. 

As he finds out more from the Russian, Kell is made aware of a possible terrorist 

attack on Britain. He has to make a choice of being loyal to MI6 or to his own 



 

conscience. 

An absorbing book which has shorter chapters at times, building the suspense 

as the action switches between the terrorist and Kell himself.  

The female character Rosie adds a different side to the terrorists mind set, but 

not quite enough to stop his mission. Only Kell can save the day. 

 

Kathy Howell 

I have read other novels by Charles Cummings and was delighted to read this. It 

is a really good read with lots of twists and turns 

The story picks up on the life of Thomas Kell a former spy who was involved in 

the search for the MI6 boss in a previous novel. This adventure had left him 

disillusioned and he left the service. However, when a former colleague brings 

him information that will destroy the man who had his girlfriend killed he takes 

up the challenge. His methods are unorthodox and he finds that he does not 

have any backing or help in his path of revenge. 

He comes into contact with a Russian spy who he tries to “turn” to give 

information to Britain. The information he receives is not accepted by MI6 and 

he finds himself on a lone path to try and prevent an ISIS attack in Brighton. 

The Russian is himself in danger and Thomas receives information that will 

help him survive. 

The story moves quickly and the reader is always wondering who to 

trust and willing Thomas Kell on, hoping he will make it in time! 

I would highly recommend this book. 

 

Ann Alderton  

There is more than one divided spy in this intriguing thriller about a 

chance for retribution.  There could have been a few more twists and 

surprises but not a bad book in the Thomas Kell series.  

A typical spy story, about a retired spy being persuaded back into his old 

profession to deal with unfinished business.  The backdrop of 21st century post 

9/11 politics brings the genre bang up to date but, for me, it lacked those plot 

turns and surprises that make spy thrillers so compelling.  It is very clear when 

you read it, that this is not the first novel written around the character of 

Thomas Kell and it was clear that a lot of setting up was happening for his next 

escapade.  This should not have made a difference, but it did, and it felt, at 



 

times, like a staging post between other potentially more interesting plot-lines 

involving this character. 

 

Judy Connolly 

Thomas Kell leaves his career as an MI 6 officer angry at the murder of his 

girlfriend and his wife divorcing him. He blames a member of the Russian 

secret service killed his girlfriend and is consumed with the need for revenge He 

gets a lead on the man and sets out to track him down. 

A very good story. He finally gets to know this man and after foiling a terrorist 

plot with his help he comes to have a grudging respect for him. I haven't read 

the previous books but soon worked out the back story. 

Spy thriller fans will enjoy this book.  

 

Ray Orgill  

This is the third book in a series featuring Thomas Kell but although there are 

references in the book regarding what has occurred before, it is nonetheless a 

stand-alone adventure.  Kell is a former MI6 agent who has fallen from favour 

but would now like to rejoin the security family to continue his career.  Kell has 

a pathological hatred of the Russians and the Kremlin and he blames them for 

the murder of his girlfriend during a previous security operation.  Then he picks 

up the name of a Russian agent and it seems as though this person was 

primarily responsible for this killing and thus begins a private attempt to catch 

up with and punish the offender.  An excellent story which examines the 

relationship which develops between two spies from very different 

camps. 

  

Phylippa Smithson  

An addictive, current affairs, espionage thriller.  Perfect for those 

long days lazing on a beach or a long haul flight if you are looking 

for an attention absorbing read.  

Thomas Kell is a former spy who over the course of the first scene setting 

chapters left 'the service' under a controversial cloud.  His partner, working in 

the same career, is a target for a hit when working in Turkey.   

Kell believes he knows who the alleged murderer is, one Alexander Minasian, 

but despite initial attempts to track him down, he has not been successful.  When 



 

a former colleague serves up a link to tracking Minasian down, Kell pursuits the 

opportunity with a determination to get revenge that drives the whole pace of 

this page-turning thriller.  And given his endeavours are not sanctioned by his 

former MI6, Kell at times verges on both the unethical and illegal in pursuit of 

his target. 

And as he nears his goal it becomes clear that abandoning those with the role of 

maintaining law and order in the political arena may in fact have been a 

devastating mistake.  Or was it! 

This is crime writing in the top league without doubt 

 

Judith Smith  

This wonderful story with detailed and complex characters leaves 

you breathless as the final chapters unfold.  

A Divided Spy. The Cold War meets ISIS in this compelling story of Kell, a 

former MI6 Officer who wants to lay the ghosts of the past and seek revenge for 

the death of his girlfriend, but on whom? As the tale unravels with meetings 

with people from the past, sworn enemies, who may have information on 

today's terrorism with threats on UK soil, who can you trust? This wonderful 

story with beautifully detailed complex characters leaves you breathless as the 

last chapters unfold, and at the end of the day, is revenge the best way? I 

couldn't put this book down. 

 

Victoria Goldman  

‘A Divided Spy’ is an intriguing blend of love/relationships, 

terrorism, spies and counter-terrorism. The writing is so succinct, 

gripping and tense that I couldn't put the book down.  

‘A Divided Spy’ is the third Thomas Kell novel, but the first Charles Cumming 

book I have read. So I read it as a standalone. The fact that I hadn't read the 

two previous books didn't detract from the main plot at all, although I do feel 

that I now need to read them to understand more about Kell's personal and 

professional background. 

Former MI6 agent Thomas Kell is torn between doing the right thing for his 

country and avenging the death of the woman he loved. Due to past events (I 

assume in previous books), he has no idea who to trust - even within his own 

circle. There are two main subplots within this book. The first focuses on Kell's 



 

mission to recruit a top Russian spy. The second focuses on a young Muslim 

man who has returned to the UK from Egypt. These two subplots are intricately 

woven together to culminate in a dramatic finale.  

‘A Divided Spy’ provides a fascinating insight into the world of espionage. It's 

an intriguing blend of love/relationships, terrorism, spies and counter-

terrorism. There were plenty of twists and turns all the way through to the end. 

I particularly loved the London scenes, with their familiar streets, locations and 

landmarks, and found the characterisation to be strong, well-rounded and 

believable. The writing is so succinct, gripping and tense that I couldn't put the 

book down, reading most of it in one sitting. 

This book is ideal for fans of John le Carré and Ian Fleming and/or the TV series 

Spooks. 

http://off-the-shelfbooks.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Rachael Anderson  

A solid modern day spy thriller.  

This was the first time that I had read a book by Charles Cumming and I wasn't 

disappointed. A Divided Spy is the third novel in the Thomas Kell series. It can 

be read as a standalone book.  

Thomas Kell, is a former MI6 agent, who has left active service, angry and 

bitter. He grieves for a lost love. Early on, we see him pulled back into the 

action, with the possibility of taking revenge for what he had lost. It does 

becomes interesting as the question of duty and loyalty comes into play.  We are 

kept wondering what path Kell will ultimately take and where this will lead him 

and those he once served.  

The novel is a standard modern day psychological thriller: a game of cat and 

mouse, full of turns and twists to keep the reader on his or her toes. An 

engrossing read. I will look out for more of Cumming's work. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Thomas Kell is a former MI6 Officer, a spy and he is tired of devoting his life to 

a service that has left him feeling wrung out, empty, filled with grief, and an 

anger against the Kremlin.   All he wants is peace. Until he has the chance of 

revenge and taking the law into his own hands. He is off on a mission to 

find a top Russian spy, who has a terrifying secret... 


