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Caroline Mathews – 

www.mrsmsmeanderings.wordpress.com  

An accomplished debut novel from Ben 

McPherson, this psychological thriller 

had me turning pages until way later 

than I should have been.  

The writing style is extremely accomplished - 

I was surprised to read that this was a debut 

novel.  I guessed the 'twist' very early on, but 

still enjoyed the twists and turns of the 

psychological thriller based around a North 

London couple and their 11 year old son.   

It was easy to read and very involving, right 

from the start, and I would recommend it 

very highly to fans of this genre.  I look 

forward to reading more of Ben McPherson's 

work in the future. 

 

Anne Cater -  

www.randomthingsthroughmyletterbox.blogspot.co.uk/2015/02/a-line-of-

blood-by-ben-mcpherson.html  

‘A Line of Blood’ is a complex, subtle and captivating psychological 

thriller, with characters who are flawed, dangerous and at times 

incredibly vulnerable.  

Every now and again, a story comes along that grips me, shakes me and totally 

messes with my head. ‘A Line of Blood’ is one of those books. With the exception 

of Max, and maybe Alex's friend Fab5, we are introduced to a bunch of 

particularly loathsome and selfish characters, whose actions create waves 

affecting those around them. The author's ability to create these people, yet to 



also ensure that the reader finds them compulsive enough to continue reading is 

incredible. I was hooked totally, the plot weaves and twists and turns with an 

increasing pace. Just when you feel as though you've guessed exactly what has 

happened, Ben McPherson throws another curve ball your way, and another, 

and another. 

The central theme of ‘A Line of Blood’ is the damage that can be done to young 

minds, not intentionally, for Alex and Millicent are loving and open parents, but 

their young son has seen and heard things that no child of that age should. Max 

things he understands these things, but he also thinks that he has a solution, he 

wants to help and to make things better - and despite his above average 

intelligence, he is still a child, and it is his child-like reasoning that consumes 

this novel. 

This is not an easy read, and it is dark and it is disturbing, but Ben McPherson 

has such a talent that he holds the reader enthralled through each and every 

unsavoury episode, raising questions along the way, questions that will buzz in 

the reader's head long after turning the final page. 

‘A Line of Blood’ is a complex, subtle and captivating psychological thriller, with 

characters who are flawed, dangerous and at times incredibly vulnerable. 

 

Ray Orgill 

The Mercer family are a rather dysfunctional family consisting of father, 

mother and son.   They live in a small house in North London and both parents 

work whilst the son goes to school. 

When the son and the father discover their neighbour dead in his bath the onset 

of the slide into total collapse begins.  Is it suicide or is it murder?  Here we 

learn that the mother knows the neighbour rather too well and the son has seen 

things he should not have and knows more about relationships than is good for 

him.  There are not many characters in the story but the ones that 

are, could be classed as essential.  An excellent mystery with a very 

surprising ending. 

 

Genevieve McAllister – twitter @genmcallister 

Riding the wave of domestic thrillers comes ‘A Line of Blood’, detailing the 

psychological minutiae of Alex and Millicent’s marriage.  

Alex and Millicent are two professionals living in Finsbury Park with their son 



Max.  They’re staying afloat, despite some pretty tough times but this starts to 

derail when Alex and Max discover their neighbour’s dead body, naked, in the 

bath.  It’s suicide, apparently, but as the police start to investigate, evidence 

emerges that Millicent knew him better than she’s letting on.  It appears to be 

murder, and it seems likely that someone close to the centre of the plot killed 

him. 

Ben McPherson does a great job of keeping the plot twists coming and cleverly 

kept me reading despite the main characters being completely unlikeable.  Alex 

has unresolved anger management issues, his wife finds it hard to keep track of 

the truth and the pair of them constantly play fast and loose with the trust 

they’ve built up in their marriage.  As the clues mount up, their inability to 

control their emotions allows them to indulge in revenge activity.  However, the 

author manages to control the flow of information so that we never quite know 

what’s going on and what the real truth might be.   

‘A Line of Blood’ manages to be both a thriller and a compelling 

study into the darker side of what holds a family together.  Ultimately 

though I was left with no hope for this particular family’s future – just a sick 

feeling in my stomach - especially given the big ‘reveal’ at the end of the novel. 

 

Dana Captainino 

The popularity of psychological thrillers continues to take pace and ‘A Line of 

Blood’ is one of these.  If you like Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn you will love this 

debut novel by Ben McPherson. 

The book is set in Crappy or Finsbury Park (to those of us who really live there!) 

and begins with Alex Melrose discovering his neighbour, a man he has had little 

contact with, dead in his bath.   Alex is horrified that his eleven year old son Max 

has witnessed the scene. 

When the police start their investigation it soon becomes obvious that the 

Melrose family are intrinsically involved with the case - but how and who?  Alex 

and his American wife of 13 years - Millicent are desperate to shield Max and 

protect him from the grim reality of death.  They arrange for him to see a 

counsellor who he immediately forms a bond with. 

As Millicent admits to having shared time with the man next door it also 

becomes increasingly clear that Max knows a lot more of the situation than he 

should. 

This is a novel that explores the intricate painful and warped realities of family 



relationships and how enduring they can be against all odds.  That the 

majority of characters are unlikable does not detract from the novel 

itself and the reader is subsumed in the plot until the ultimate truth 

is revealed. 

 

Suzanne Marsh - www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com  

I appreciate that is very difficult for a new writer to get their first book 

published. I am so glad that Julie Widsom from Harper Collins could see that 

Ben McPherson's book would suck readers in. Every page is so nicely played 

out. The originality for a chilling psychological thriller story is most 

certainly here. I have never read anything quite like this before. I feel 

so proud to be one of the first to read an advance reading copy. I promise that 

the author Ben McPherson will firmly stand out to all readers as a new writer. 

Ben McPherson has captured a child's voice and the way a child copies what 

parent say to absolute perfection. 

I think what Ben is trying to say here is that as parents we try to protect our 

children from hearing and seeing things. ‘A line of Blood’ begins with Alex 

Mercer and his 11-year-old son finding their next door neighbour dead in his 

bath. Alex is worried what emotional and psychological damage this will have 

for his son Max seeing a dead man in the bath. Further more Alex did not know 

was that his wife Millicent knew the man next door very well and had been in 

the man's house. The Mercer family are completely unprepared as the police 

start a murder investigation interviewing all the Mercer family. 

I am confident that any reader or any one in the media will really enjoy this 

wonderful adventure that will be published March 26th 2015.  

 

Liz Lyons  

How well do you know those closest to you? What lengths would you go to, to 

protect them? A brilliant and thought provoking debut novel.  

How well do you know those closest to you? How far would you go to protect 

them?  

This book grips the reader from the very first page... Alex and Millicent 

and their son Max live what seems on the face if it a very suburban life. Then 

Alex and Max discover their neighbour dead in the bath. The story very quickly 

develops into a murder investigation.  



 

As the investigation unfolds the reader is drawn into recent events within Alex 

and Millicent's relationship and very slowly the two stories are drawn together 

culminating in a devastating conclusion. As the reader is taken along the 

journey there's a sense of dread about the ending- not wanting to give anything 

away but be prepared - you will be left thinking about this long after finishing! 

I look forward to reading more from this author. 

 

Emma Smith – www.gingerbookblog.wordpress.com  

Ben has done a great job of exploring family relationships when put 

under strain.  

The neighbour is found dead in a bathtub. 11 year old Max and his dad (Alex) 

are the ones to find him. Millicent (the mum) seems particularly jumpy and 

upset by what has happened, and for some reason the police want to question 

her. It turns out Millicent wasn't being honest and knew her neighbour more 

than she let on. 

I really liked the character of Max. He seems smart and mature at times, but at 

other times he shows his innocence. He takes in a lot of what is going on around 

him and surprises the reader with his understanding of the world. He's a stark 

reminder that you shape your children unintentionally and they never stop 

learning from you. I struggled to like Millicent at all; I'm sure this was 

deliberate. She was distant and uptight but still seemed to be controlled. I think 

I was meant to like Alex but couldn't. He was a very passive person and that 

frustrated me. Alex and Millicent seemed like normal parents; generally trying 

their best but sometimes struggling to be the perfect role models. Ben 

McPherson did well to make flawed characters without them being 

irritating. 

I did guess the ending before it was revealed, but it was a well crafted 

conclusion. You are led to suspect a few options but never anything too off-field 

that wasn't in keeping with the story.  

Ben has done a great job of exploring family relationships when put under 

strain. 

 

Liz Stein  

A modern at times erratic read, with unlikeable characters and a predictable 



ending.  Not my cup of tea.  

I quite enjoyed this book but found myself getting irritated with it, 

because the dialogue was repetitive and the story occasionally 

confused and erratic (ie regarding Mr Ashanti or the funeral. I didn't 

particularly like or have empathy with either of the two main characters and 

found the way they talked to each other and the boy, inappropriate and 

annoying. I guessed the outcome about 2/3 of the way through. It's trying to be 

a modern read but comes across as something it's not. 

 

Gavin Dimmock – www.themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com  

Alex and his son, Max, discover their neighbour dead. Is it suicide? Or is it 

murder? Why are the police so interested in Alex's wife? What secrets are being 

kept and what has Max seen?  

An intense, psychological thriller; a gripping and absorbing debut 

from an exciting new British author. 

Alex and his son, eleven year old Max, find their next-door neighbour dead in 

his bathtub. The suspected suicide soon turns into a murder investigation as the 

police turn their interest towards Millicent, Alex’s wife. How well did Millicent 

really know the neighbour? And what secrets does Max know about his parents? 

Ben McPherson has written a fabulous story full of intrigue, tension and dark 

secrets and longings. Whilst it is, in part a who-dunnit, the story explores the 

relationships between the various family members, their neighbours and the 

police. I enjoyed the way Alex and Millicent’s marriage, their connection to each 

other and the feelings they have, shift and change as the investigation gathers 

pace. McPherson evokes a chilling sense of menace as he leads us deeper in the 

nightmare the family find themselves caught up in. 

The story is told from Alex’s viewpoint and the author wonderfully conveys 

Alex’s anguish, fury and despair as his world begins to collapse. The writing is 

sharp, scenes are vividly portrayed and the characters have depth and, well, 

“character”. Having read, and enjoyed the story, I’m still undecided if I actually 

liked any of the central characters; they all had traits that I liked and others 

that I disliked. My favourite characters were Fab5, Arla and, rather curiously, 

June, the police woman. 

I found this to be a well written and thoroughly engaging tale. The 

name Ben McPherson will be one that I keep an eye out for. 

 



 

 

Nicola Kingswell  

A psychological thriller that starts with the murder of the man next door.  

Alex, Millicent and their 10 year old son Max live in a Victorian terrace in 

Finsbury Park, London. When Alex and Max discover their next door neighbour 

dead in his bath, their world is turned upside down. As the police investigation 

unfolds the finger of suspicion points at Alex, Millicent and their neighbours, 

and they in turn start to be suspicious of one another. 

I found this a strange novel to read. I did not particularly like any of the 

characters. Alex and Millicent spend their time smoking, drinking, swearing 

and generally being moody. They don’t seem to like each other very much as 

seem quite intent on self-destruction and dragging everyone else around them 

down with them. There were some interesting themes in the book; how the sins 

of the father are bestowed on the son. The death of Alex’s father makes him 

evaluate his relationship with his dad, and how his own behaviour impact on 

his son. I was reminded of Philip Larkins ‘This be the verse’ poem (you know the 

one). Every character in the story seems damaged in some way. The writing 

style seemed to change half way through the book, and for the 

better. 

Overall, I enjoyed the story. Not an easy read, and I had guessed the twist 

of who the murderer was straight away. 

 

Elaine Robertson 

Alex, Millicent and their son, Max, are living a mundane, normal life. Until Alex 

and Max discover the dead body of their next door neighbour and their normal 

lives are turned upside down. In this deep, dark story, Ben McPherson 

introduces us to the family, let's us get to know them then surprises us when he 

shows that we didn't really know them at all. This novel keeps the reader 

guessing and thinking all the way to the end and beyond. ‘A Line of Blood’ 

would be an excellent choice for a book group as it throws up many 

discussion points and ways of thinking about the characters and 

their actions. 

 

Teresa O'Halloran  



An impressive debut. A dark disturbing tale of an unexplained death 

and the dysfunctional family who live next door.  

This was a very dark story and to be honest I celebrated when I reached the 

end, so relieved was I to leave so many unpleasant characters behind me! 

It was an interesting read and a very impressive debut, but I found the writing 

too crude for me to enjoy. An immoral tale of immoral people.  

However, I will read Ben McPherson's next book because he can really tell a 

story and well - I’m curious! 

 

Daran Bellingham 

A fantastic novel that would easily transfer to TV.  

The novel centres around Alex, his wife Millicent and their son Max. 

Alex and Max discover their neighbour dead in his bath, Max sees it all. 

Millicent had been in the mans house and it seems she knew him. 

A murder investigation  starts which seems at first to implicate Alex but then 

later implicates Millicent, through twist and turns with each chapter Max has 

been following all this and it seems he knows more than most in fact he knows 

more about his parents than they know about each other, even things that have 

happened before he was born. 

A really good psychological thriller that shows how sometimes the 

ties that bind us run deep and how lies that are told on the way can 

sometimes destroy what we hold dear. 

The back of the book says for fans of ‘Gone Girl’ and ‘Before I Go To Sleep’ but I 

don't subscribe to that, this is a book that stands out on its own and I think that 

in the future people will say 'For fans of A Line Of Blood' 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Now this is one credible, engaging and disturbing story of family 

love.  Murder or suicide?  If murder, who did it?  And it takes to the 

very final pages for it all to be answered.  Clever stuff  

When Dad (Alex Mercer) and his 11 year old son (Max) find their neighbour 

(Bryce) in his bath dead, the whole of life as they had known it is disrupted.  To 

them Bryce, for whatever reason, has committed murder.  The police have a 

very different view.  And their view is to invite Alex into ‘help them with their 



enquiries.’    

As the story unfolds, we learn that Millicent had more than a platonic affair 

with the neighbour.  We also learn that the Mercer marriage is on the edge of 

break down and only being held together by the joy Max has brought into their 

lives.   

The life they prefer to lead is one not seen as traditional – swearing in front of 

their son, Mum disappearing for hours on end and overnight with no questions 

(openly) asked.  Yet it works and for Alex, through whose eyes the plot unfolds, 

his ‘little tribe’ of 3 is all that drives him.  And Max adores his Dad.  Alex is his 

rock and it’s Alex that he trusts and he wants to help his Dad to learn the truth 

by giving him all the help his 11 year old self can give. 

Then Alex’s wife is taken in for questioning and his faith in his little tribe 

waivers.  But that faith does not waiver as much as it does when he realises the 

truth behind the death of his neighbour. 

It’s not often I find a story really getting to me but this one did.  It’s a love story 

with a difference and totally unputdownable. 

 

 


