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Judith Curtis  

This is definitely one to read! Be 

swept along by the colour, romance 

and power struggles of another 

absorbing drama from Penny 

Vincenzi!  

An engrossing saga filled with well-

rounded characters – the larger-than-life 

powerful, surrounded by glamour and 

success, and the ordinary, who are often 

manipulated, secretive and insecure.   The 

House of Farrell, a prestigious cosmetic 

firm is still in the hands of its co-founder, 

the autocratic eighty-two year old Lady 

Athina Farrell, fifty years after its launch.  

Times and tastes in the beauty industry 

have changed and in order to survive, the 

business needs urgent capital investment, 

a fresh new image and a clever marketing 

strategy.  Bianca Bailey is appointed CEO 

and her cool and confident approach is 

immediately at odds with Athina’s steely conservatism. 

As the pages turn quickly in this long novel, we are drawn into the lives of all 

the characters observing betrayal, resentment, rivalry along with scenes of 

resilience, devotion and budding romance.  We follow the humble Bertie, 

regarded by his mother as ineffectual and Caro, the daughter Athina coerces 

into the company with no regard for Caro’s preferred career.  We also get to 

know Bianca, her husband Patrick, their young children; ambitious Susie 

Harding and all the other new team members.  Florence Hamilton is 

particularly interesting because she has endured fifty years of Athina’s bullying 

while all along harbouring a dark secret.  How will she survive under new 



management and will her secret be revealed? 

 

Andrea Dean  

‘A Perfect Heritage’ by Penny Vincenzi is a very worthy read.  The novel is 

based on a failing cosmetic company figure headed by Athina Farrell. The 

House of Farrell had been created by Cornelius and Athina Farrell in the early 

1950’s however Cornelius died in 2006 leaving Athina to head the company 

alone.  Athina is a formidable character and is unwilling to change her ways of 

managing the company and the House of Farrell continues to decline. 

Bianca Bailey, ex CEO of a toiletry company, is brought in to save the company.  

Bianca and Athina go head to head over their views on how to rescue the 

company and develop it for a more modern market. 

The underling family issues emerging in both Athina and Bianca's background 

add colour to the main storyline.  These issues escalate until they interweave 

with the main story and it is not until the very last few pages that the chain of 

events come to a dramatic conclusion.  

 

Emma Barton  

 ‘A Perfect Heritage’ is an intriguing tale about The House of Farrell, an 

iconic beauty brand that is given a very modern make over, but at 

what cost to those involved? Bianca Bailey is given the task to turn around 

the fortunes of this failing business but that is no easy job with the matriarch of 

The House Of Farrell, Athina Farrell, ready to undermine her at every 

opportunity. 

Bianca is also a wife and mother of three young children, and must try to find a 

balance between her work and family commitments. The story covers over 900 

pages and held my interest throughout. There are many characters brought in 

and the relationships between them all are believable and fully rounded.  

There is also a secondary theme following an elderly employee of The House of 

Farrell, Florence, and the past relationship she had with Athina's husband and 

co-founder of the business, Cornelius Farrell. 

I have only previously read one Penny Vincenzi novel and was never inclined to 

pick up another. This book may have changed my opinion of the author as I'm 

impressed at anyone's ability to write such a huge novel while keeping the story 

fast paced and interesting. 



A great read for people with strong arms or an e-reader! 

 

Rebecca Jayne Barrett - www.prettylittlememoirs.blogspot.co.uk  

@LittleMemoirs 

‘A Perfect Heritage’ is a story that envelops readers like an alluring 

movie, with powerful and world-changing secrets. There is a past hidden 

within the characters and story that entwines with the present with 

consequences that play out fascinatingly.  

Passionate about their careers, Bianca and Athina are at a standstill from each 

other’s egos, with neither of them on the same page for the future of The House 

of Farrell. The events that followed were overall a whirlwind of amazement and 

a story that even though it is a long page-turner, it's quite worth it for fans of 

Penny Vincenzi and others who are a fan of ambitious characters and dazzling 

outcomes. Would highly recommend to anyone that likes long reads with a story 

that keeps surprising you until the very last words. 

 

Karen – www.myreading-corner.blogspot.co.uk/ 

A very enjoyable drama with many different strands to the story 

which all combine to make this a book which will grab your 

attention until the very last page.  

The story center’s around the House of Farrell, a cosmetics company established 

in 1953 by husband and wife Athina and Cornelius Farrell.  In its heyday the 

House of Farrell attracted the rich and famous but unfortunately over the years 

a combination of complacency and poor management has meant that the House 

of Farrell is in dire straits and needs immediate financial rescue.  This is where 

we meet Bianca Bailey.  She is bought in by the financiers as CEO to rally the 

company’s fortunes and bring it back to profit.  She has a fearsome reputation 

and is regarded as being one of the best in the business.  Unfortunately she 

clashes on almost every level with Athina (now the widowed Lady Farrell) who 

still considers herself to be in charge of the company and who loses no 

opportunity to put a spanner in the works wherever possible.  

Penny Vincenzi has created a cast of some fabulous characters – some strong 

and others so weak you want to shout at them with frustration; however they 

all have their own part to play in the story from the imperious and mean-

minded Athina Farrell to the ruthless but fair Bianca Bailey.  

Commercial intrigue, affairs and past secrets and family politics are just some 



of the threads that will keep you hooked.  In the main, the story is set in London 

but we are taken to some very glamorous locations, for example New York, 

Dubai and Sydney.  I particularly enjoyed the time spent in Paris strolling 

through the back streets – the wonderful sense of place was a great addition to 

the story.  I really enjoyed this latest offering from Penny Vincenzi and can 

highly recommend it if you enjoy family sagas and intrigue. 

 

Phyl Smithson  

Perfect book if you like a well-written and absorbing story that takes 

a story and characters through the passage of time. 

Must admit, I was a bit daunted when faced with reading nearly 1000 pages of 

a single book but dug in.  However, ‘Perfect Heritage’ was unnecessarily long 

and I am not sure I bought in to the story.  Perhaps that was why I did not 

appreciate its length.  It was too chatty.  Too full of a plot which neither fulfilled 

nor was largely formulaic.  Ambitious women, driven by different things but 

targeting the same thing. 

This one was not for me but, I would say that if you have a long haul flight or 

face hours enjoying the beaches of a summer holiday, then this would be one to 

consider. 

 

Stephanie Blakey  

I loved this magnificent family saga. The characters were 

identifiable and totally believable - I was swept along with this 

story. A compelling page-turner. Highly recommended.  

What a saga! Totally believable characters in a modern setting but with echoes 

of a past dynasty. An absolute page turner with compelling twists and turns 

and an insight into the cosmetic industry. Personalities you can invest in - this 

would make a terrific film/ TV series. A great read. 

 

Sheila Dale  

This is a must for fans of Penny Vincenzi, lots of characters, plots 

and sub plots and her unique writing style that just keeps you 

turning the pages for hours.  

Great to be back in the world of cosmetics and guaranteed to make you feel 

you’re not quite doing the right things to look beautiful!  



Fabulous locations – I am left with a burning desire to go to Paris for the 

romance and style, the cafes, the fabulous clothes and people….. 

I enjoyed the business aspects, the constant roller coaster of problems and 

solutions and loved the back story which was gradually revealed throughout the 

book and had a huge impact on the present day.  

Also loved the topical feel linking the success of the company with the Diamond 

Jubilee in London, using media to build the suspense – definitely a book with old 

fashioned class and present day communications. All in all a great read and not 

to be missed. 

 

Sarah Harper  

‘A Perfect Heritage’ has it all; love, betrayal, secrets, intrigue and 

passion. Set in the glamorous world of cosmetics, this epic saga is a 

thoroughly enjoyable read.  

The House of Farrell must move with the times or be lost forever.  A family 

business, driven by the matriarch Athina Farrell, they need to fight to survive in 

the 21st century.  Super-efficient business woman Bianca, may be able to save 

them but only if Athina relinquishes her control.  This may be Bianca's toughest 

job yet but unfortunately the balance of power in her own family is also shifting 

at this crucial time.  Her ever-supportive husband, Patrick, is no longer 

prepared to put his family first.  Taking a new, high pressure and demanding 

job, he throws their family life off-kilter and Bianca will need to bring it back on 

track as well as steering the House of Farrell towards its crucial, high profile, 

global re-launch.  But funds are running low and the Farrell family itself is 

crumbling.  Will a secret from the past be enough to save it or could it bring it to 

its knees? 

This is an epic saga, the 939 pages of which, I will admit, were initially quite 

daunting.  The large number of characters were also slightly confusing at first 

but as the story progressed it became easier to follow who was who.  The 

characters themselves were very well developed and the individual storylines 

were expertly crafted.  A thoroughly enjoyable read. 

 

Celia Cohen 

Enter Penny Vincenzi's world and be totally transported.  

I didn't think I was going to enjoy this book at first. The names irritated me. I 



mean to say, who's called Athina and Henk? Also it didn't seem to be a world I 

was interested in, rich people and big business. Having said that I became 

totally immersed in the book and just couldn't put it down. I just had to know 

what became of the characters whom I liked one minute, was impatient with the 

next and disliked sometimes. It's a big book but I didn't want it to end. 

 

Iris Clements  

The quest for beauty – something dear to all our hearts.  The House of Farrell is 

a well-established cosmetic company who have had many successful years 

selling their iconic face product ‘The Cream’.  However, inevitably trends 

change and the up-market clientele, who were the mainstay of products 

produced by this respected but somewhat dated company, are now being lured 

away by new innovated beauty establishments.  Whilst catering for the needs of 

the likes of the Farrell customers, these beauty houses are also targeting the 

younger and more flamboyant end of the market. 

Lady Farrell, her uninspiring children and Florence are the mainstay of the 

cosmetic house whilst Bianca Bailey has the unenviable task of rescuing the 

failing company.    Inevitably there are clashes between herself and the 

imperious Lady Farrell.   

The characters are well defined, but unfortunately the story is 

predictable, there are no surprises, no twists and turns and it is 

very, very long. 

 

Jade Craddock 

This was my first experience of Penny Vincenzi and certainly won’t 

be my last. Despite being over 900 pages long, the book is held together 

superbly throughout by a well-structured story and a great cast of characters. 

Following the plight of The House of Farrell – a beauty company established by 

indomitable husband and wife team Athina and Cornelius Farrell in 1952 which 

has fallen upon hard times – Vincenzi plots the lives of various characters 

caught up in the company, from domineering figurehead Athina, her loyal but 

submissive son, Bertie, stalwart friend and employee, Florence and the new 

generation of Farrell, including businesswoman, Bianca Bailey who is tasked 

with saving the failing brand. But amongst all of the talk of takeovers, profits 

and product launches, secrets, relationship and family affairs surface, making 

this an intriguing read of both corporate and personal worlds. Epic in all 



senses of the word. 

 

Julie Bertschin  

The House of Farrell's destiny lies in the hands of two powerful, successful 

women, Athina Farrell and Bianca Bailey. Will the business thrive or crumble?  

The story revolves around the families of Athina Farrell and Bianca Bailey. 

Both women are successful, used to getting their own way in business.  Their 

family lives are put to the test by the demands of the re-launch which takes over 

their lives.  Whether the business will survive depends on the success of their 

working together.  

I enjoyed this book but found it rather drawn out and over-long. 

 

Julie Collins  

A glamorous and engaging read. ‘A Perfect Heritage’ spans decades and 

the reader is taken on a journey around the world uncovering an often 

unexpected glimpse into the complex lives of the characters.  

Although originally daunted by the 939 pages, I soon realised that 'A Perfect 

Heritage' is the sort of book that you can get 'lost' in. Vincenzi ensures that the 

reader cares about the characters because they have time to explore their 

history and uncover their sometimes shocking secrets.  

Although parts of the book are set in the Coronation Year, it is a thoroughly 

modern Tale which encompasses glamour, deceit, family breakdown, romance, 

death, parenting, cyber bullying, divorce,  and trust. 

Set mainly in the age of austerity and featuring a hostile takeover of an iconic 

brand, it illustrates how society can sometimes write off the wisdom of the older 

generation without realising the contribution that they make. 

The complex mix of characters are realistic and illustrate how appearances can 

be deceptive; often those who appear to have everything under control are the 

ones who are actually falling apart. 

 

Susan Walsh -  @truckermercedes 

Of Business, Family & Fortune lost & won  

It’s all Cosmetic...& mainly False, like a Smile...that never quite reaches the eyes. 



When the recession bites it’s the little luxuries that are the first to go! 

High powered business players come together sparks fly, voices raise & share 

prices can rise or fall. 

Take two powerful Women, who have different views on how to run a business, 

put them round a table & let them thrash out a Deal to save a Company. 

It’s a world of fame, fortune, beauty & jealousy...where rivalry is very much in 

play. 

A great read, which has some unexpected twists. 

A HUGELY enjoyable read. 

 

Daran Bellingham  

Big book about big people in big business.  

This novel concerns a family owned beauty business that falls on hard times 

and the people who are tasked to save and reinvent the company. 

There are two main adversaries in the novel, Athina Farrell, the owner of the 

ailing business and Bianca Bailey who heads the team trying to save the 

business. These are two very strong women who keep you intrigued throughout 

the book. 

There are several mini tales going on in the novel that are neatly intertwined 

with the main story and are very relevant to it. 

All the characters are interesting and have their own take on life and the 

business, I even found all the minor characters really interesting. 

The author obviously knows this industry very well and has really engaged the 

reader and given any layman to this business a real interest as well as an 

insight. This all on top of a great novel which could spawn a TV series in the 

future. 

It was a real pleasure to read this novel, it’s on a par with Rich Man, Poor 

Man, Kane and Abel et al. 

 

 

  

 


