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Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Rachel Hall  

I was keen to review this novel as the opening few teaser lines and comments 

made by the publishers seemed to point to a complex and emotional family 

saga, and I was not let down in the slightest!  From the suspense of the 

opening pages to the emotional climax of this book, I was thoroughly 

captivated.  This is clearly the work of an accomplished author and is a read 

which is set to engross all fans of JoJo Moyes for the rest of the year. 

This novel is an absolute tour de force, from start to finish and the 

storyline revolves an elderly couple, David and Martha Winter, who have spent 

the vast majority of their lives, and indeed brought their three children up in a 

much cherished family home in the country - Winterfold.  They decide to invite 

the children home for Martha's 80th birthday celebrations and the mysterious 

invitations imply that 'an important announcement' is to be made.   

From the very opening pages you are gripped and can sense the dark 

undercurrents which lurk at Winterfold.  The three children are all very 

different, with their own involving lives away from their old home.  Each has 

their own secrets and are apprehensive about the return home.  The story 

unfolds through the build up to the party right through to the subsequent years, 

uncovering a detailed portrait of a very special family. 

The reader learns about each of the characters and follows the ensuing drama 

from multiple perspectives.  Each of the characters is wonderfully depicted, 



believable and I could identify, and indeed empathise with all of them.  The 

story was told through the thoughts and feelings of each character which I 

adored.  The flashbacks to earlier times only served to kindle my interest further 

which made for a joyful and engrossing story. 

This novel is a marvellous achievement and has clearly taken immense work, 

skilful development and research from the author. It is extremely well plotted 

and thought out and manages to build suspense whilst keeping up the pace and 

drama for the reader.  I was thoroughly absorbed and I would encourage any 

interested reader to explore this book. 

 

Richard Hamlin - @IamDrBaldhead 

"The day Martha Winter decided to tear apart her family began like any other 

day".  This is quite simply an enthralling read; one of those books 

that you'll be burning the midnight oil to finish. The story is woven 

around a mysterious party that well respected Martha Winter throws for her 

extended family in order to make a startling announcement.  The narration is 

beautifully balanced with an absorbing plot that gradually unearths secrets 

well kept for over 60 years and starkly portrays the shattering effect of the 

entire family foundation. 

The beauty of this tale is that it is both believable and yet incredibly dramatic; 

Martha and David Winter could live in your village, yet the emotional journey 

we take with them lays bare hidden skeletons that shock.  If you like a well told 

story that is impeccably written and full of well rounded and identifiable 

characters, this is for you. When you reach the end, you'll simply want 

to reflect on a great work of modern literature.  

 

Janet Gilluard 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and got engrossed in the lives of the 

Winter family in their lovely home Winterfold. I highly recommend 

this novel. 

 

Gavin Dimmock 

I like to know a little about what I’m going to read. And by whom it’s written. 

So, to pick up this novel by an unnamed author and with no clues as to the 

storyline or, indeed, the genre, was going against my instinct. My only clue was 



the author is female and the story was likely to be the type of novel I usually 

take a wide berth of. 

The book grabbed me early on; the premise of an older couple planning a 

family reunion in their much loved home, Winterfold, at which they plan to 

reveal a long held secret was intriguing and a little exciting. Their secret and it’s 

revelation was extremely well paced and plotted. Having said that, there are 

more than one secret awaiting revelation in this story! 

The chapters told from each family members viewpoint and the flashbacks to 

earlier times really helped to build a sense of tension and mystery for me. The 

dynamics between the characters and family members was also interesting 

and, I found, quite believable. I rather liked all the characters, especially Cat 

and Joe; although Lucy, initially a little annoying, grew on me as she developed 

later in the story. I am still a little unsure of how to take Florence. Do I like her? 

I certainly felt for her but, like? I don’t know. 

I particularly liked the part that the family home held as a fulcrum around 

which the characters revolved and reacted. Winterfold, the house, is a 

powerful part of this story and I felt it held the same stature as 

Manderlay does in ‘Rebecca’, although not as malevolent. 

 

Linda Hill  

The plot revolves around the celebrations for Martha's 80th birthday when she 

has an announcement that will shake her family to its foundations. The rest of 

the narrative gradually unfolds in points before and after these pivotal 

celebrations in intense and emotional writing that draws in the reader and 

leaves them mesmerised. The plot is highly satisfying without ever being 

clichéd and is a real delight to read. 

Although several characters are introduced very quickly, they all have such 

distinct believable personalities, from the eccentric Florence to the stoic Jim, 

that I found I missed them and thought about them when I wasn't reading the 

novel. By the end of the book I found I'd laughed and cried with almost every 

one of them. The author writes speech so skilfully that it is like eavesdropping 

real conversations and this is one of the pleasures of reading this book. 

The setting of Winterfold is beautifully depicted, as are Paris and Florence and 

these descriptions help make the novel such a joy to read. Readers who enjoy a 

wide range of fiction from chick-lit to Thomas Hardy would enjoy this book and 

I can't recommend it highly enough. 



Thanks for giving me the opportunity of reading this - I absolutely loved it. 

 

Emily Wright 

A novel of pathos, hope, parenthood and sacrifices made in the name 

of an ideal family; this book left me feeling very grateful for my own, 

small but perfectly formed, family unit. 

Martha and David Winter are a loving couple passionately driven by the ghosts 

of their past to create a safe family haven; Winterfold is the home of their 

dreams. However, as Martha’s eightieth birthday approaches, she decides it is 

time for long buried secrets and lies to be unearthed and it is with this pivotal 

decision that the book begins… 

The reader is enticed from the start; it becomes clear Martha’s secret will shake 

the foundations of the family she has strived so hard to protect. The novel is 

multi -faceted, with chapters alternating between the emotive stories of each 

family member. It soon becomes clear that underneath the carapace of a happy 

family are years of deception and half-truths; as the narrative unfolds these are 

tantalizing peeled back. I felt particularly that the sections narrating David’s 

experiences as a child during the Second World War created a powerful impact, 

a heart- rending contrast with the idyllic setting of Winterfold. At times, I very 

much felt there was more happening in the story than I, as a reader, was privy 

to and I thought this cleverly echoed the experiences of the Winter family. A 

book to curl up with and savour; the people, the places, the myriad of emotions 

are all woven together to create a captivating read. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Welcome to the home of the Winter family come on in and I promise you will 

never want to leave... Martha Winter is married to David, and they have three 

grown up children, Bill the the Doctor, Florence the Artist and Daisy who 

worked in India, helping build schools, and teaching English. An ordinary 

family gathering for a party, because Martha and David have a secret.   

Not since Daphne Du Maurier’s  Rebecca have I been so captivated 

with a family and it's secrets, holding my breath as the story 

unfolds. 

This is a book not to be missed. 

It was an honour to read this pre published book. 



 

Tanya Thurling  

I must admit I found this book a little bit slow going at first. It took me a while 

to get to grips with all the characters and keep up with who everyone was. In 

saying that, when I eventually did get my head around everyone I did find the 

book intriguing.  

The story follows the Winter family and the journey they have made together. 

To the outside world they seem like the perfect family but as the story 

progresses you find out that this is very much far from the truth. Lots of secrets, 

mystery, plenty of lies and half truths, and a devasting discovery. Will the 

Winter family survive and stay together when the truth finally comes out? Well 

you'll have to read it to find out! 

A big mix of characters ranging from strong, fearful, a complete pushover, 

eccentric and slightly barmey (Flo was actually one of my favourite characters. 

There's something quite charming about being one's self regardless of what 

people think) to the black sheep of the family. (We've all got one!) 

It was also lovely to read just how much Martha loves her family and the extent 

she will go to to keep everyone together, protect them and bring them all home. 

All in all a good, emotional and heart wrenching read. 

 

Edel Waugh  

The setting for the story is Winterfold, this big country pile contains many 

secrets and it was such a pleasurable experience finding out just what went on 

there that I was flying through the pages. 

Each chapter was dedicated to a different character and their own personal 

story ... I love when a story is told that way was as we get to see things from 

that persons perspective. This book had one of the best opening lines 

that I have ever read and from the very first chapter this book truly 

grabs you. Filled with troubled families, mystery and unforgettable characters  

who are mostly flawed, this book does not let you down and the pace does not 

slow for a second. There is tension and family drama and we know from the 

very beginning there is going to be a very big announcement when every family 

member is called back to the house for Martha's 80th birthday.  

My favourite character was Florence, she is incredibly strong and my least 

favourite was Daisy who I found hard to relate to. This was an intriguing book 

that has left me wanting more. If you want a story that builds tension perfectly 



then this is the story for you, it will have you on the edge of your seat for most of 

the story. 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

Set in middle england with a family theme, this novel captivates from the start.  

The mysterious revelations to be made at the forthcoming party which is being 

planned gives a sense of anticipation and as the characters are introduced we 

are treated to a real motley crew. The skeletons in the cupboard come as more 

of a shock to the characters than to the reader but the universal themes of life 

and death, birth and loss give the novel a wider appeal to what could have been 

a  mild family story.  The Italian and french locations help to add colour to the 

settings  and the descriptions of the war years bring an added depth to the 

story. Daisy comes across as an incongruous character who doesn't seem to fit, 

which I suppose is at the centre of the story. 

I specially loved the glimpses we had of the intergenerational relationships 

between parent and child as well as grandparents. Florence's relationship with 

David is very touching, more so when we find out about her history. 

A great read, easy to access and  full of the kind of  diverse 

characters who we are happy to read about but maybe not live with! 

 

Emma Smith – www.Mrsredwhite214.wordpress.com 

Martha Winter has a secret, and she plans to reveal it at her next birthday 

party. She throws parties every year and invites all her family and neighbours, 

but this year it will be different. This is a story about love, loss and the 

complexities of family relationships. 

The first part of the book seems to go through the formalities of introducing the 

family and developing their characters. To be honest I found this a little slow 

and confusing, but I could see why it was important. As you move into the 

second and third parts the plot lines start to make sense and result in a number 

of revelations. I found it easier to read as the relationships grew. 

I liked the references to the war and devastation it caused. The descriptions 

were bleak and I could imagine the scenes well. I was drawn to the recollections 

of the past more than the present. 

The feminist in me struggled to identify with the female characters. Although 

depicted as strong role models at times, they soon reverted to stereotype. 



I would probably give this book three out of five. I didn't love it, but 

didn't hate it either. Difficult to get into, but improves over time.  

 

Julie Bertschin  

A story that will pull you in, envelop you in its richness and fill you 

with the sense of being deep in the countryside at the beautiful 

Winterfold house.  A great summer read.  

The Winter family in their splendid old country house, Winterfold, bring this 

story to life with hidden secrets about to be revealed as Martha, the matriarch 

of the family reaches her 80th birthday.  A family reunion brings all the Winters 

together to reveal the truth.  The family threatens to fall apart as the 

consequences of the lies cause old tensions to flare up.  It takes the courage of 

the younger members of the family to try to steer their course back to happier 

ways.  A beautifully written novel, both tender and heart-felt which draws you 

in and carries you along.  Fantastic. 

 

Magda North  

Lovely summer read.  

Very nicely written aga saga. Would recommend. 

 

Ruth Paterson  

This book is a mesmerising story about love, self discovery and the 

torment of keeping secrets and grief.  The characters haunted me 

long after finished reading and I can definitely recommend the book.  

This book is a mesmerising story about love, self discovery and the torment of 

keeping secrets and grief.  At the heart of the story is Martha Winter, her home 

is a hub where her family and acquaintances can gather and feel welcomed and 

comforted by her strength.  I loved reading this book.  I felt welcomed into the 

family myself as I read on and learned more about the Winters.  The mystery 

surrounding several of the characters and the secrets kept, helped to draw me in 

further.  The characters haunted me long after finishing the book.  I do not want 

to give anything away only to say I can definitely recommend this mystery 

book. 

 



Sue Broom  

A feel-good family drama on the surface but there is much more to it 

than that.  Highly recommended.  

I often read other people’s reviews of books when they say they turned the last 

page and were sorry to find they couldn’t read any more of the story.  This was 

just such a book for me.  Very well written, absorbing characters, neatly 

constructed plot with plenty going on for each character, all building up to the 

resolution of the central mystery and new directions for each of them.  A feel-

good family drama on the surface but there is much more to it than that.  I was 

particularly struck by the Blitz scenes - not the usual picture of plucky Brits 

pulling together in a time of need, but a glimpse of the selfishness and lack of 

respect for life and property that war allowed to thrive.  Highly recommended. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

No named author.  No title.  That was a mystey.  The story was not.  What this 

unnamed, orphaned book was the revealing of individual secrets 

being revealed to members of a very individual family.  

Did I enjoy this book because I was absorbed in the story or because I was 

absorbed in guessing who wrote it?  Was it a unique story or unique because I 

did not know the author?  Did it enhance the enjoyment I had reading this book, 

that I had been challenged to guess who had penned such creative words? 

So, what was it all about?  Its about a family, the Winters, and their individual 

secrets.  And it's about how those individual secrets slowly become revealed to 

one another.   

Martha Winters, married to cartoonist, David (published name 'Southpaw) for 

over 60 years.  What was the scret that brought them to Winterfold, the home in 

Somerset, they left war torn London to live in? 

The Winter children, Daisy, the eldest who abandoned the family home to 

commit to a life raising funds to address poverty in India.  Why is she so elusive 

that she does not speak or want to be seen by any of her family?  Florence, who 

as a child, is traumatised by Daisy and grows to her early 50’s living with a 

secret that is cruely revealed to her by her older sister.  The secret of only son 

Bill is simply one of having a stonger personality than the one he lives by day to 

day.   

The there is 'Cat,' who is abandoned by her mother but does not know why and 

is herself, living a secret life in Paris, too proud to allow any of her family into 



her world.   

Lucy, is the only one who does not do secrets.  Daughter of Bill, now divorced 

from her Mum, speaks as it is but, she only has questions and no answers.     

And then, at the final pages I know the answers.  But I still do not know who 

gave me such pleasure over the hours it took me to read this book with no name. 

 

Margaret Freeman - www.booksplease.org 

The Winters appear to be the perfect family, but no family can be 

that perfect and one by one their secrets begin to surface.  

Martha Winter is approaching 80 and invites all her family to a party stating 

that she has an important announcement to make. The book has a slow start as 

the Winter family is large and it took me a while to get them all clear in my 

mind - I drew a family tree for myself which helped. It turns out that they are by 

no means the perfect family - rather dysfunctional in fact.  

I thought some characters were more fully developed than others, which makes 

the book rather disjointed and I was more interested in some at the expense of 

others, Florence, the younger daughter who is an art historian living in Italy is 

perhaps the most interesting. 

However, after the slow start I soon guessed what the big secret was and I 

thought it all became too predictable.  

An entertaining, if undemanding book, which I think could have benefited from 

being shorter. 

 

Margaret Madden - BleachHouseLibrary.Blogspot.ie 

A great read, despite not knowing who the author is. A tale of family 

and secrets and whether it is better to come clean or not.  

When you have no title, no author and no blurb to guide you, you are totally 

dependent on the writing and narrative.  I was impressed by both. 

The Winter family have lived in their country house, Winterfold for more than 

50 years. Martha invites everyone back to celebrate her 80th Birthday, but she 

also decides it is time to come clean.  Years of secrets and lies are to be revealed 

and many lives may be affected.  Is she right to stir the pot up like this?  

 Each chapter is dedicated to a different character and not all are direct family 

members, which allows for a more rounded view of the Winter family.  



The story flips back and forth through time and the reader is treated to parts of 

the story that the characters are not all aware of.  At times I found it a bit 

disjointed and there seemed to be a lot of repetition and rambling.  However, it 

is a great story with some strong story-lines and the descriptions of Winterfold 

are wonderful.   

 

Susan Walsh - @truckermercedes 

A book about Family Life. 

What makes Families special, what rips them apart and above all 

what brings them home again.  

Family life with all it’s twists & turns. 

Each page gives you an insight into the Characters, you get a real feel for what 

makes them tick. 

A little taste of Parissien life, a little bit of Florence....A bit of working in the ever 

fast paced world of Publishing. 

Take several individual Female Family members, add relationships & 

invariably you end up with disasterous situations. 

Their lives are not always as they seem. 

Love, Heartbreak & Loss are the order of the day. 

Families...you can’t choose them, but they are your very core, love them or hate 

them, they are your people. 

Follow this family& find out just what makes it & breaks it 

A Superb Holiday Read, thoroughly enjoyable. 

 

Suzanne Beney  

A family tale, which proves everyone has at least one secret lurking 

in the background.  

From the outset I was gripped by this family’s story. The characters are 

really easy to empathise with. The way the story is told from different 

perspectives, both different people and different periods of time, took you 

seamlessly on the journey with everyone. 

 



Many of the secrets that are lurking in the Winter’s family closet are quite 

obvious, which happens in most chick-lit. But, actually it didn’t matter, as I 

found myself wishing I could visit the family home, pull up a chair and enjoy a 

cup of tea with all the characters, they felt so familiar. 

Having read this book with no idea of the author or even a title, it started out 

being intriguing but I soon found I was enjoying the story so much it didn’t 

matter who wrote it or what it was called. I would definitely recommend this 

book to anyone that enjoys an easy going, family saga that has the chick lit 

staple of love in all its forms at the heart of the book. Just add a comfy armchair 

and big mug of tea. 

 

Julie Bickerdyke - @JulesBickerdyke 

A fascinating story of family secrets and lives intertwined. Very sad 

in many ways with so much misunderstanding, not to mention lies 

and deception.  

I really enjoyed this book.  It took a while to get into it as there were so many 

characters being introduced, but it was worth the wait. 

A fascinating story of family secrets and lives intertwined. Very sad in many 

ways with so much misunderstanding, not to mention lies and deception. 

The book dips in and out of the history of the Winter family from modern day, 

back to WW2 and stopping off plenty in between.  Each character has their own 

history and demons to deal with and each gets a good portion of the book 

devoted to them.  You really get to know the whole family and you find yourself 

eager to learn what secrets they hold and how they will overcome their 

problems and see if they will become a proper family again. 

I probably wouldn't have bought a book like this but I have to admit that it had 

me gripped throughout. 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

Guess. 

It has to be a really good well know author. 

First thoughts were Hilary Mantell (having a relaxed time)? 

Barbara Taylor Bradford (but why the secrecy?) I will plump for Hilary 

Mantell.  



 

Martha and David Winter have lived happily at Winterfold for most of their 

married life. They arrived there after Art College to get away from London and 

their memories of the blitz. 

Here they have brought up their children and been happy. Martha will be 80 in 

November and she sends and invitation to all the family and neighbours for a 

party to celebrate and she also says that she has an announcement to make. 

We then meet her children and grandchildren and are enmeshed in their stories. 

They are spread over the world. Can they manage to get home? What is the 

announcement? 

This get together brings to a head the problems that they all have. Has Martha 

brought the family together or just caused problems. 

A good book by a very good writer. The prose flows and you are 

taken along the journey that they are all making. 

 

Elisabeth Thomas - http://listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

An enthralling and gripping read!  

It was a day like any other day when Martha sent out an invitation to the 

family to come to a lunch to celebrate her 80th birthday. Little do they know 

that life for all of them will never be the same again.... 

David and Martha are just an ordinary couple with children and grandchildren 

but a terrible secret threatens to tear the family apart. Their children Florence – 

an art historian, Bill – the local GP and Daisy – the free spirit, have all made 

their own choices in life but their lives are far from rosy. The grandchildren Cat 

and Lucy also have their problems but will the secret that Martha has to reveal 

affect them as much it does their parents? Will any of them fine happiness?  

This is a superb book which has kept me gripped from start to finish. The book 

flows well as the story is moved on by hearing a bit more of the story from each 

of the main characters. The story moves easily between the past and the 

present. It was a lovely story – the characters were strong and well created. By 

the end of the book I felt that I knew all the characters and desperately wanted 

the story to end well for all of them. The book twists and turns and I never got 

bored with the story. Overall an excellent read for those who like a story with a 

bit of a mystery. 

 



Sophia Ufton  

This book is the best book I have read by far, the story is gripping 

and you want to keep reading, I didn't want to put it down.  

The Characters in this story sort of tell their own versions in some ways. You 

have Martha who is the main person to the story. Then you have David, Karen, 

Florence, Joe, Cat, Lucy, Daisy and Joe. This is just a amazing story and people 

will be talking about this for a long time. BUY THE BOOK! 

 

Anne Cater - @annecater  

http://randomthingsthroughmyletterbox.blogspot.co.uk/ 

A beautiful home. A successful family. Built and created on secrets. 

The truth is about to come out.  Multi-layered, complex and full of 

eccentric characters.  

Martha Winter has summoned her family to Winterfold; the home that she and 

her husband David created for them many years ago.  

Martha’s invitation includes a message; she has something to tell them. Her 

family are perplexed and puzzled. 

The author has created a family and a house that appears from the outside to be 

quite perfect. Yes, there are a couple of skeletons in the cupboard, but on the 

whole the Winters appear to have led a charmed life.  

It becomes clear however, that this family was created on very shaky 

foundations. Long-kept secrets have shaped the future and impacted on every 

one of the family members. Martha is convinced that now is the time to be 

honest with everyone ….. but will her honesty be the sledgehammer that brings 

the walls crumbling down? 

The author has created a wonderfully eclectic, and somewhat eccentric bunch of 

characters in the Winters family, and the story races along at a very quick pace. 

Secrets and lies are revealed along the way and the use of the different 

narrative voices is very effective; letting the reader into some of the surprises 

before the rest of the characters are aware of the next twist in their lives. 

There are times when the story can become quite exhausting to read, with the 

many sub-plots and character stories running alongside each other. For me, 

there were a few too many extraordinary happenings; it felt as though the 

author had thrown every idea she had ever had into the mix, stirred it around a 

little and then tried to tie it up.  At times this works well, but some of the sub-



plots got a little lost along the way. 

 

Iris Clements 

Martha and David Winter have created the perfect home in which to bring up 

their family.  A home where David can forget the horrors of bombed out London 

and the miserable existence that he had endured in his youth.  Although many 

years have passed, the memories still have a profound effect on him. 

However nothing is perfect and there are secrets to be unravelled which could 

tear the family apart or make it stronger.   Martha, the matriarch, the party 

giver and David’s devoted wife is also the keeper of secrets but she is now in her 

80th year and the time has come to reveal a heart breaking confession.                        

The author has the ability to make you believe in each of the characters.  Such is 

the skill of the storyteller that you begin to empathise with their problems and 

want to help them reach a happy conclusion. 

This is a perfect holiday read written by a master storyteller with a 

cast of well observed characters. 

 

Evelyn Love-Gajardo  

I loved this book. It's a great piece of storytelling in a beautiful 

setting with believable characters which held my attention 

throughout. It's told from the point of view of each of the main characters and 

because they are all interesting I didn't mind when the focus shifted from one to 

another. I felt sorry when I finished reading this book, but it has such a 

satisfying ending,with all the loose ends tied that I also felt happy with the way 

things turned out. I would highly recommend this book to anyone looking for a 

feel-good summer read, but be warned- you won't want to put it down so leave 

it for a holiday or at least make sure you have plenty of time to read it! 

 

Kath Thornton 

I was hooked right from the beginning of this amazing read and read 

it in two sessions. I could both empathise and sympathise with each of the 

characters and there are quite a few. Martha, her husband, David, Karen, Lucy, 

Florence, Daisy, Cat and the local chef Joe. Martha narrates the story and each 

chapter is about a different family member who knows her and her lovely house 

Winterfold. Martha wants to throw a special party for her 80th birthday, she 



has had many parties at Winterfold but she wants this one to be the best. She 

also wants to make a special announcement which members of her family find 

mysterious. Martha employs the local chef Joe to cater. The story which is in 

four parts tells of her family's journey to the party from different areas 

including Paris and Florence as well as the party itself and the aftermath of 

both the party and the announcement. This is a heart-warming, heart-

searching novel with a great feel-good ending. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

No idea who wrote this I’m afraid (though I did tweet a guess!) because I must 

have read at least half a dozen novels that were very similar, by various 

authors, in the past year alone. Back and forth we go in time and characters has 

become the recent norm. and it can be be rather irritating. It was quite an 

enjoyable read but at every turn of the page I felt I’d been there 

before with other families based in a reasonable sized house in rural 

England.  Good characterisation and well written but with so many people to 

cope with I began to lose the plot!  Not literally of course.  At the end of it all it 

was really quite straightforward.  May read another saga by the same author , 

whoever it might be, but it would not be my first choice of reading.  Sorry.... 

 

 

  


