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Susan Pledger  

A good read. Very well written.  

A good psychological thriller. I 

was gripped from the start, 

although I found it a bit 

disturbing. It certainly made you 

want to know how it ended. There 

was plenty of suspense, although I 

realised quite early on who the real 

villain was. I found the ending just a 

little bit unbelievable, but it was well 

written and certainly worth a read. I 

look forward to more from Alex Lake. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

This is one of the most tense nail 

biting books, I have read this 

year! 

Imagine the horror of arriving at your 

child's school, half an hour late, but thinking they are safe, only to find out they 

are missing, and the worse bit, the school had no idea where that child went? 

This is what happens to Julie, who is separated from her husband Brian, who 

though still civil with each other, he blames her for the disappearance of Anna. 

One week later Anna is discovered, near a lay by, unhurt but confused, all she 

talks about is a dolls house.  

This is not the end of the nightmare, no this is just the beginning for Julie. 

After reading this you will be watching your children, the people they and you 

interact with, just in case. 



 

Susan Burton  

Well written book and an enjoyable read. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book but must be honest did not like the main 

characters at all, i.e. the mother and father, so it kind of spoilt it for me.  I would 

recommend this book to other readers. 

 

Suzanne Marsh www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

‘After Anna’ by Alex Lake was the NO.1 e-book best-seller. I am sure this thriller 

will be the top NO.1 paperback. I have wanted to read ‘After Anna’ for some 

time. I was waiting for it to come out in paperback as I don't read e-books. The 

reason I really wanted to read ‘After Anna’ is because I love reading a 

psychological thriller. Alex Lake most certainly knows how to get 

readers totally glued to the nightmare unfolding. 

For Julia and her husband Brian their nightmare is just about to begin. Julia 

Crowne, is a solicitor who works mainly on custody cases. Julia has a 

boardroom meeting and she knew that she couldn't be late to pick up her five-

year-old daughter, Anna, from school. It was Julia's days to pick up her 

daughter, Anna from school on Tuesdays and Thursdays and her husband 

Brian collected Anna Fridays. Edna, Brian's mum did Monday's and 

Wednesday's. Julia had her reasons she wanted a divorce from Brian. But Julia 

doubted very much that she would be able to rely on Edna collecting her own 

grandchild, Anna from school after the divorce. When Mrs Crowne pulled up 

outside the school, the school secretary informs Julia that Anna is not in the 

school. The police search for Anna but are at loss as they have failed to find her. 

Who has taken five-year-old Anna, she has been told not to talk to strangers. 

An incredible twist is looming in the dark waiting for someone to 

find out who has taken Anna and why. 

 

Sarah Harper  

You could not have ripped this book out of my hands if you had tried. 

Wow. Absolutely fantastic!  

A very cleverly written story of abduction, grief and the immeasurable power of 

a mothers love for her child. A 5 year old girl is taken and then, weirdly, 

returned unharmed seven days later. But young Anna is not the real focus of 



this crime, that accolade falls to her mother, and it is with mounting discomfort 

that we watch Julia’s life slowly ripped apart. She becomes the brunt of a 

national hate campaign in the press and social media but who is driving it and 

why would they want to destroy her? I was enjoying this book, I couldn’t work 

out who was behind it all, and in my mind I was already formulating my 

review as the story progressed. It was a good story, a slow burn and my review 

was going to be good, not stunning, but certainly positive. That was until the 

story reached its climax at which point it was a whole new ball game. You could 

not have ripped this book out of my hands if you had tried. I gasped, shrieked 

and clapped my hand over my mouth and bear in mind that I was reading it in 

public so heaven only knows what the passers-by thought. I literally held my 

breath for whole scenes and it is a long, long time since a ‘mere’ book has made 

me react physically like that. It was so exciting, so well executed and so, so well 

written. Wow. Absolutely fantastic! 

 

Sarah Musk 

A tense, scary story about the abduction of a child.  Alex Lake 

powerfully portrays the torture and guilt a mother feels when her 

daughter goes missing after school.  

What a tense, scary book.  Anyone who has young children will find this a 

difficult but compelling read.  A successful lawyer with a young daughter is 

going through an unpleasant divorce, which she has instigated, and then 

suddenly her daughter goes missing when she leaves school.  The first half of the 

book is about the torture, guilt and agony the mother goes through - her 

blackness about the lack of a future for her without her daughter and the hatred 

her husband and mother-in-law feel for her. 

The second half of the book turns the whole story round and it turns into a 

horror story.  In the first part of the book I didn't particularly like Julia very 

much - I thought she was selfish and arrogant.  However, in the second part of 

the book I came to admire her tenacity, courage and determination and what 

she does to escape captivity is beyond belief. 

If you like gripping, exciting stories with a twist this is the one for you.  I think 

Alex Lake got under the skin of a disintegrating family with a little girl caught 

in the fallout.  Unfortunately, a familiar story nowadays but hopefully most real 

life situations will not end up with such devastating consequences as ‘After 

Anna’ does. 

 



Lynne Morgan   

This is a powerful book, with a very strong emotional draw.   

Julia Crowne is a busy working Mum, juggling her job with a law firm and 

bringing up her five year old daughter Anna with her husband Brian. Their 

marriage is not altogether happy though, and their separation is imminent. 

Then one day Julia is late picking up her daughter from School, and when she 

gets there Anna is gone, vanished without a trace. It’s every parent’s nightmare. 

They fear their child has been abducted – or even killed. The search for Anna 

begins, but then she is suddenly returned a week later, apparently unharmed, 

that’s when the real mystery starts - and it doesn’t stop there!   Alex Lake lays 

down plenty of clues as to the perpetrator of this crime, and even though you 

may guess who this is fairly early in the book, it does not spoil the plot at all. 

Not only do you want to know why Anna was taken, you want to know what 

awful crime the perpetrator has in store for the family next!    

Told from the point of view of the mother Julia, but also from the perpetrator, 

Alex cleverly mixes very strong emotions of empathy (for Julia) with chilling 

horror at the actions of the abductor.  This book is compulsive reading, 

full of suspense and drama and most certainly ‘un-put-down-able’.  

 

Edel Waugh 

I read this book in one sitting! The main character of the story is called Julie, 

she is married to Brian and they have a five year old daughter called Anna. 

When one day Julie is late picking her daughter up from school she gets news 

that every mother must fear, her daughter is missing. Brian and Julie are going 

through marriage troubles and this is putting a huge strain on an already rocky 

relationship. Terrified for their daughter they are both going through the strain 

of waiting and hoping and fearing the worst. This book had me hooked very 

early. It's a tough situation to put characters in and the characters are flawed 

anyway and this brought out the worst in them. The pace is fast and the 

twists just stunned me. I could not believe what I was reading, I was 

glued to the page. It was incredibly good! I recommend this for 

anyone who enjoys thrillers. 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Vicky-Leigh Sayer  

A novel that had me gripped from its opening paragraph. It truly 



deserves the sentence 'unable to put down'. Gripping, unpleasant 

and highly addictive, ‘After Anna’ is a must read.  

After Anna is a novel that had me gripped from its opening paragraph. It’s not 

pleasant reading, for it explores the abduction of a five year old girl from the 

abductor's point of view, but it certainly had me wanting more. 

 

And so it continues; this novel really deserves the sentence 'unable to put down'. 

Five year old Anna is taken from outside her school. Her mother Julia was late 

picking her up, and unable to call ahead. The school assume Anna has been 

collected, despite their strict policy. 

Julia is devastated, and not only has her own guilt to deal with, but is 

immediately blamed by her estranged husband, Brian (he’s bitter because Julia 

initiated a divorce he didn't want) and his mother, Edna. 

The Police are clueless, but little girls don't just disappear, and they’re certain 

she’ll return. After her first night missing, fears for Anna's safety deepen. The 

family’s history is delved into, but what the investigation will uncover, no one is 

certain. 

When Anna returns virtually unharmed a week after her disappearance, her 

parents are overjoyed, but Julia can't help but wonder if this is this end? Now 

that Anna has returned safely, is there someone out there that wants 

something? 

It doesn't take long to realise her fears are justified, and her worst nightmare 

has not yet begun... 

I’ve no idea who the author is (the novel is written under a pseudonym) but 

whoever they are they know how to write an excellent novel. 

 http://thewelshlibrarian.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Vikki Patis 

‘After Anna’ by Alex Lake is a difficult book to review. Is the story gripping and 

exciting? Yes, it absolutely is. But the writing is, I'm afraid to say, not quite up 

to standard, and the book needs some better editing. I hate giving negative 

reviews, but I can't in all faith say I loved this book. The plot was fast-paced 

and the characters well-constructed; none of the characters were 

particularly lovable, but they were realistic and relatable.  



I was expecting more to happen once Anna was returned. Without giving 

anything away, this part of the story seemed to fall flat, to me. I wanted 

something more sinister. Not that a child disappearing isn't sinister enough, but 

for her to be returned without harm? I expected much more to come of that. I 

have to say, though, I'm not a parent, and I've seen several reviews discussing 

how well Alex Lake managed to convey "every parent’s nightmare". So there we 

are.  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

A book of two halves.  Totally intriguing first half and oh dear did it 

wane in the second.  

Julia is a married Mum to 5 year old Anne.  She is also a professional marital 

lawyer.  The two worlds collide when Julia gets delayed at work and cannot 

rally anyone to meet Anne from the school gates.  Anna disappears and she is 

gone for 7 days when she miraculously re-appears. 

The police are baffled by the 7 day abduction and have absolutely no leads to 

trace who did the crime and how to stop him/her/them from repeating the 

abduction.  Anna has absolutely no recall of what happened except a flash back 

which she reveals but it is not sufficient for any progress to be made in the case. 

Then we get to part two which just does not live up to the fast-paced and meaty 

story of part one.  It’s laboured and I found there was too much repetition of the 

same theme – Julia’s emotions as her world as a Mum looks ever more 

temporary. 

Great disappointment as I was raving about ‘After Anna’ when I first started 

reading it. 

 

Olivia D'Silva  

A good plot but a missing thriller suspense.  

I couldn't help thinking that this book could have been so much better. The first 

half of the book lacked any kind of thriller suspense for me, I found the writing 

flat and unemotional and I already knew that Anna was going to be returned 

due to the spoiler in the synopsis. It felt like a task to get through in order to get 

to the real story.  

I have seen other reviewers talk about their dislike for the main character, Julia 

Crowne, and I do think this was intended by the author. The story reflects well a 



mother’s guilt and is a story with a very modern back drop of British culture, if 

not a little extreme and unbelievable at times.  

The continuous reflections of the protagonist were a distraction from the plot 

and I thought often unnecessary, especially as the plot reached its climax. I 

often found myself thinking ‘why am I reading this?’ 

The plot and the way the story unfolded was really a great idea and I did enjoy 

the sinister character of Edna, who I thought was very well written and 

consistent throughout the story. 

 

Nicki Underwood  

A slightly different twist on the mystery.  

‘After Anna’ had an interesting tag line "the real nightmare starts when her 

daughter is returned...". This had me intrigued, as it seemed it was going to be a 

different kind of story to any I'd read before. The story was a little slow moving 

and Anna wasn't returned until half way through the book. Once she was 

returned, however, the pace improved and it got gripping. There were times I 

was on the edge of my seat and others I was in tears. The book brought home 

the realities of being a mother who has her world taken from her. Although it 

had seemed that the book was going to be different, I found that there were 

many similarities to lots of other books within the mystery/thriller genre. 

Overall, a good story once it got going. 

 

Carrie Johnson  

For suspense with a dose of sheer terror at one stage, this is a great 
read […] I felt tense and on the edge of my seat. 

Normally I would say, ‘Pull up a chair, grab a glass & let’s have a chat....’- but I 
started to read this book whilst on a plane, fortunately one that supplied wine, 
so I could just concentrate on reading, as once I had started, I did not want to 
put it down. 

From the first page I felt tense and on the edge of my seat, as a working mother 
myself I could feel the absolute panic of being late for collecting a child, and 
then, even worse, not being able to find her. 

The story goes from discomfort to disbelief - Julia’s daughter really is not there 
& I ached with her, knowing I also would have blamed myself. 



Uncomfortably, we are also given an insight into the mind of the kidnapper, 
cleverly making you, the reader, involved in the story. This leads to frustration, 
as I wanted to help Julia, but couldn’t.  

As Julia’s life as she knew it collapses around her, there is a mid story twist, and 
Julia’s reactions I think are totally believable. I did suspect who the kidnapper 
was, but many false trails were also laid & I was not ready for some final 
surprises.  

 I did feel that all loose ends were tied up a little neatly & coincidentally by the 
end, but for suspense with a dose of sheer terror at one stage, this is a 
great read- and I was sorry that my flight ended before I had finished it! 

 www.boozybookworm.com  

 

Chris Bertenshaw  

Intriguing thriller about the abduction of a young girl, and the 
fallout for the family afterwards.  

This is a proper page-turner, one that I finished in two sittings (a miracle for 
anyone with young children) and enjoyed very much. It does a good job of 
showing how the media can easily sway public opinion with their interpretation 
of facts that may or may not be there, as well as the way that difficult family 
relationships can truly become nightmares in times of crisis. It has an unusual 
style of telling part of the story from the killer's POV as if the killer is the reader 
personally, which made a nice change from the norm. There's a twist which, 
though some will see coming (because fans of this genre will always stand a 
good chance of guessing), is still a good twist and is a satisfying way of tying up 
the plot threads. I wouldn’t say any of the characters are the best examples in 
their genre, or that they’ll particularly stay with me, but that’s not particularly 
a problem as it’s the story I want to remember. In all honesty, it’s only the 
writing of the occasional newspaper articles that felt unrealistic in the way they 
were worded and dragged the book down a bit for me. Everything else added 
up to a very enjoyable thriller. Thanks for sending it to me! 

http://bertass-reviews-anything.blogspot.co.uk/  

You can follow Chris on Twitter: @bert_ass 

 

Richard Hamlin 

‘After Anna’ is an enjoyable read; it’s a well-told modern day tale of 
drama and tension.  It’s easy to get into and whilst not exactly a page-
turner, it’s a book that is well paced and flows nicely so that before you know it, 
you’re right into the crux of the story. 



 

Julia Crowne is a pretty average woman; bright, hardworking and on an 
upward trajectory.  At the outset she’s not particularly likeable and it’s 
interesting to see how Alex Lake gradually allows us to warm to her as the novel 
progresses.  In essence she is the epitome of modern day life; slightly self-
absorbed, ambitious and with too much too do in too little time.  It’s exactly this 
that causes her to miss her daughter at the end of the school day, leading to a 
grief stricken search for Anna, who could be abducted, dead or lying injured as 
the result of an unseen accident.  The reader however knows from the outset 
that Anna has been taken; Lake gives us insight into the mindset of the abductor 
and we see the treacherous plan unfold.  Telling the tale from two angles is a 
ploy that works particularly well. 

The story falls neatly into two parts: whilst Anna is missing and after her 
return.  The plot has some good twists and builds to a decent conclusion.  I guess 
however that you could liken this to a decent TV drama as opposed to a good 
film – it’s just a little bit formulaic: cue a strong woman (eventually), a crackpot 
psycho, an overworked grim faced cop and a few social comments on the social 
media generation.  That might sound a little bit harsh as I did enjoy the read but 
it’s nothing new.  It’s an ideal book to read on the train or by the pool, but don’t 
expect well rounded characterisation or a plot to live long in the memory - it’s 
simply the latest best seller on the bookshelf and enjoy it for what it is: a good 
yarn. 

 


