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Zara Kazi  

Truly an eye-opening and gripping 

book that shines light on the 

repercussions of rape. A must-read 

for everyone.  

‘All the Rage’ is the first novel that I have 

read of Courtney Summers. After 

reading the summary of the book, I 

couldn’t wait to read it. I wasn’t 

disappointed. The book follows Romy 

Grey’s journey in dealing with the 

repercussions of rape, by the town’s 

‘Golden boy’, who is also the sheriff’s son. 

Throughout the book you are living 

through Romy’s life. As a seventeen year 

old myself, I tried to understand all the 

rage and pain that she was forced to 

keep inside after being ostracised by her 

classmates and community. Courtney 

Summers allowed for me to have a raw 

reaction to the ordeals Romy had to go 

through by creating such a complex and intricate character that showed all 

layers; from good to dark. She placed Romy’s character into real problems with 

real repercussions, shining light on the problems in society that we walk on 

eggshells around.  

This book has truly opened my eyes. After reading it, I was left with a feeling of 

determination; a yearning to share this book with everyone. Its raw complexity 



 

and realism has captured rape culture in a light that we need to see it in. In a 

demeaning society like the one girls live in today, we are objectified, deemed as 

liars if we speak against a man’s word. This is why this book is so important. It 

exemplifies how important support is, how cruel ignorance is and how gender 

equality can save lives filled with fear and torment. Ultimately, Courtney 

Summers has done an incredible job at giving girl’s the voices that they deserve. 

 

Charlotte Teresa Donovan  

Rollercoaster of a book that will take you on a journey of one girl 

who blames herself for something out of her control. A girl trying to 

regain her innocence before she loses herself. 10/10 book!  

As someone who usually loves a good romance, ‘All The Rage’ tested me in ways 

a book hasn't done in a very long time. Although the main character, Romy 

Grey, may not come across at first as the most likeable/loveable character in the 

world with her bluntness and her way of just brushing things she doesn't want 

to deal with under the carpet, I instantly began to love this character due to her 

ways anyway, which as a reader shocked me a little. But I began to feel myself 

the emotional rollercoaster she was going on, making this book that much more 

interesting to me and with such a captivating plot line it really did hook me 

from the start. 

Summers is a feminist and the way she gets her feminism across in this book, 

within regards to Romy's red lips and nail polish being her “armour” so no one 

see's through her mask, I think is an amazing way of getting across how many 

girls today may feel when they wear their make-up. It makes them feel powerful 

and as if no-one can see beneath this mask they now wear which is how Romy 

wants to feel, she doesn't want anyone to see the girl who went through what 

she went through a year ago.  

Brilliant book, definitely a page turner and will be one of my top recommended 

books if people need any new reading material! 

https://charlottedonny.wordpress.com/ 

 

Dahabo Wacays  

This book held so much importance for me as a reader and as a girl. 

It is an incredible journey of a girl surviving and coming out strong 

after her ordeal. It also teaches you and delivers a message.  



 

Where do I even start? This book made me laugh, cry and had me frustrated 

and angry. All great things because it shows how much Summers was able to 

convey an important message whilst ensuring it didn't come off as a preach of 

sorts. It was my first novel by her and due to being moved by this story, I urge 

everyone, male and female to go and pick it up. It follows Romy, a victim of 

rape who isn't believed by her community. She goes on with life, applying her 

makeup which is her shield and armour against the harshness of the world. 

That is, until a girl is taken. Now, Romy must once again speak up, if not for 

saving someone, for herself. Romy is hesitant and not able to trust people easily 

due to being let down by so many before. She is bullied and ridiculed at school, 

has no friends & an absentee father. She finds comfort and shelter in her 

makeup and it offers her a safe place. She is often seen struggling to accept her 

rape and hides it from anyone else, which leads to her having monologues 

which show you a whole lot more about her. There's one scene that stands out to 

me, in which Romy prays that the baby a woman was having (Leon's sister) is 

not a girl. This fear is due to the possibility of rape. Overall, I gave the book a 

strong 4.5 stars out of 5 because it's one of the few books that delivered the 

message of rape without softening its tone and ensuring the importance was 

kept. 

 

Stacie Ball  

Courtney Summers never fails to deliver a gritty, raw and realistic 

look into the life of a teenager. ‘All The Rage’ is sure to leave you on 

the edge of your seat, dying to know what happens next.  

I've been a fan of Courtney Summers from moment I started reading ‘Fall For 

Everything’, but ‘All The Rage’ has to be my favourite so far. The book is centred 

around a young girl called Romy Grey, who last year went through something 

no one should ever experience, something that left her branded as a liar and 

shunned by everyone around her. Romy is just trying to move on with her life 

and hold down a steady job at a diner outside town, but when her ex bestfriend 

goes missing after a party, history seems to be repeating itself and the truth that 

others have tried so hard to bury will find its way out.  

The high school students may be harsh, and at times hard to read for the way 

they treat Romy, but everything from the hazing and the crude language is 

needed to show a realistic insight into how the cliques work and how far people 

would go to stay in with the crowd despite who gets hurt in the process. For a 

book that you can be hooked on from start to finish, with endearing and 



 

relatable characters, don't hesitate to give this book a read. I would recommend 

that older teenagers read the book due the mature nature. It’s definitely one 

book that you aren't going to forget in a hurry. 

You can follow Stacie on Twitter: @Snapex 

 

Megan Brown 

In her powerful new novel, Courtney Summers articulately 

addresses the ever-prevalent issue of rape culture and the 

devastating impact of turning a blind eye to it.  

In her powerful new novel, Courtney Summers articulately addresses the ever-

prevalent issue of rape culture and the devastating impact of turning a blind 

eye to it.  

Kellan Turner, the Sheriff’s son is not the golden boy everyone thinks he is as 

Romy Grey knows all too well. But no one wants to believe a girl from the 

wrong side of town with a drunk for a father, and Romy is bullied by her peers 

for being a liar and mistrusted by almost everyone around her.  

There is a heartbreaking apathy about Romy; a silent acceptance of her 

situation. When an old friend goes missing at a party though, and it becomes 

clear that other girls are at risk, Romy is forced to consider the cost of her 

silence.  

Romy wears her lipstick like armour and this serves as an important 

symbolism. Whilst she seems passive, she refuses to be a victim, and her makeup 

is not only self-preservation, but also a symbol of defiance.  

With ‘All the Rage’ Summers has not only created an entertaining crossover 

read, she has opened up an important dialogue about the shame and silence 

inflicted on young women and men in today’s society. It is the sort of book we 

could all learn something from, regardless of gender or age. 

www.megasours.wordpress.com 

You can follow Megan on Twitter: @megasours 

 

Ayesha  

This was such a poignant and powerful book to read, it definitely 

made me shed some tears while reading certain scenes.  

‘All the Rage’ follows a story about Romy who was sexually assaulted by 



 

someone in her neighbourhood. No one believed her story and now she has been 

deemed as an out-cast in both her neighbourhood and in school, as well as a 

victim of frequent bullying.  

Although I found the time hopping a little confusing to begin with, I feel as 

though the ending of the book definitely saved it. I almost wanted to give up at 

the start, as I didn’t really feel a connection with Romy’s character. I also felt as 

though the smaller characters of the book needed developing as they were quite 

forgettable. However, towards the end, the storyline turned into a sort of 

mystery, with twists and turns making me want to turn the pages faster. This is 

a book for older readers as it does contain some very emotive and difficult 

scenes to read. However, I would recommend it, reading ‘All the Rage’ was 

definite journey, I am so glad I kept reading till the end! 

www.twinsturnpages.wordpress.com 

 

Edel Waugh 

The story is about one drunken night that the main character Romy can 

remember little of. The story is told in past /present tense so we get an overall 

look at the aftermath then we start to get an idea of what really happened. This 

was at times hard to read as the bullying had me enraged. Romy is a deeply 

troubled character who is trying to put her past behind her, the trouble is she 

can't remember it all and it has left her with a lot of questions and some of them 

very serious. There is also a missing friend too making this a tense story with 

plenty of mystery and at times it felt like I was reading it through very hazy 

memories that flashed in and out of the main narrator’s consciousness. If you 

enjoyed books like ‘We Were Liars’ then I think you will enjoy this.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/01/all-rage-by-courtney-summers-

review.html?m=1 

 

Sophia  

Wow after reading this story, I was lost for words, it was just 

astounding! Amazing plot! Brilliant!  

This book is most importantly for older readers due to some of the content. This 

is the story of Romy Gray who was raped by the sheriff’s son. She cannot tell 

anyone as no-one would believe her and everyone thinks she is making it up as 

he is a golden boy. So she has lost a lot and this has cost her everything, but 

when another girl goes missing, will Romy break her silence to help find her? 



 

 

Jane Brown  

A beautiful piece of writing, a must read from a great author  

This is the first book I have read by this author and I thought a very brave book 

to write and then get it right too. The subject matter is uncomfortable but then 

so was my experience of being bullied. 

The author pulls no punches and this is a very emotional and at times 

uncomfortable story to tell. Saying that the author writes beautifully about 

sexual violence. The internal rage and acceptance I can wholly understand. I 

cannot begin to understand sexual violence, but can understand being at odds 

with the world and the general public as a victim of being bullied. 

The main character Romy Grey will stay with me for a long time. 

A very talented author whom I will seek out in future. 

 

Humaira Kauser 

I don’t really know what to say about this book. It’s written with 

heart-felt conviction, it feels so real and keeps you awake at night, 

just thinking about it.  

There aren’t a lot of books out there about sexual assault or rape; especially in 

YA. It’s a difficult topic to adhere and can be controversial. But I think it is 

needed. ‘All the Rage’ does that. #ToTheGirls2016 shows that you don’t have to 

be alone. This story is about what is like to be a girl who no one likes or believes 

and how she goes through that because, in reality, she was alone.  

I love this book in all its glory. It’s truthful and bitterly honest that the world 

isn’t as kind as it is, even in a novel. I love that reality strikes hard with a book. 

It was so hard to put down and now it’s impossible to forget. Impossible to 

forget Romy Grey’s story. Impossible to forget that situations similar to hers 

happens all the time. 

https://www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/ 

 

Ellie Jenkins  

Fantastically written book with relatable characters & the 

underlying sense of mystery hidden in the story making you turn 



 

each page faster than the last to find out the truth of what really 

occurred.  

A fantastically written book about a girl faced with a society where she doesn't 

fit in because someone who does, used her and of course, who would believe 

someone on the outside, even her best friend didn't. I found the characters 

extremely relatable while the book addresses an issue becoming more prevalent 

in our developing world and made me realise how people are personally 

affected by such horrific events. The book kept me on edge with the underlying 

mystery of who did it and why constantly running through my mind as I turned 

page after page. Overall I absolutely loved reading this book and would 

recommend as many people to read it as possible, I would give it a 4/5! 

 


